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DHANVANTHI RAMA RAU 
PRESIDENT 

ALL INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
AKOLA (BERAR), 1946 



AlMmdla Women’s Cooference 

The Nineteenth Session of the All-India Womon’s Conference, held at 
Akola, at the end of December 1946, proved yet another land-mark in the 
history of the organisation. Although a small town in Berar, Akola attracted 
not only the largest number of Delegates, any Sessioi has yet had from all 
over India, but also the largest number of visitors from all parts of the 
country, particularly Beiar Distinguished visitors fiom foreign lands, 
representing thc,International Alliance of Women, the Liaison Gioup in Great 
Britain, YWG.A of America and othe r social institutions, gave an inter- 
national colour to the proceedings, while the presence of eminent sympathisers 
like H. H Princess Durru Shelivar of Berar, H. H the Rani Saheb of Sangh 
and Rani Laxmidevi of Plialtan added special grace to the occasion The 
huge pandal, specially erected by the Reception Committee, with clear fore- 
sight, for accommodating 10,000 people, pioved hardly enough for the 
enthusiastic crowds that attended the Session and followed the deliberations 
with rapt attention throughout the Session 400 gul volunteers with safron 
sans kept order while about an ejual numbei of boy volunteers were at the 
beck and call 

Azadnagar, consisting of the mam Confeience Pandal, the Swadeshi 
Exhibition grounds called Laxuu Bagh and the Mother India Pavilion, was 
visited by a very large number of people every day The public meeting 
held in one evening during the occasion, and presided over by H H the 
Princess of Berar, was attended by not less than 12,000 men and women The 
Variety Entertainments, where several of the delegates also took part, drew 
thousands of men and women of all walks of life 

In short, it was manifest in Akola what esteem the All-India Women’s 
Conference commands in public mind Akola, also, not only proved the pos- 
sibilities of immense, growth of the Conference, but also our women’s capacity 
of organisation on a large stalo. 



2 ALL-INDIA WOMENS CONFERENCE 

PROCEEDINGS 

Saturday 28th Dec. 1946, 3-30 P M 

Tho Scanlon was hold in a largo pandal specially orectod for tho purpose, 
in tho grounds of tho Govmmont High School for Boys Ahola, Tho proceedings 
began with a v. oleoma song. 

SHRIMATl HANsABEN Mfr 11TA tho retiring Presidont in proposing 
Ladj Rama Uau to tho Chair said 

Tt is m> pleasant duty to propose Ladj Rama Ilau to tho Chair I was 
told tho stor> toda> that w lion > on take office It is tho proudost day of your 
lifo and whon > ou relinquish this it is tho lmppjost day of your life. I foot very 
happy that I givo tho holm of tho Conforonco in tho ablo hands of our now 
Presidont Lady Rama Rau 

“Tho women s moveraont has gainod a groat impotus sinco tho last few 
months aftor tho war Womon all ovor tho world aro thinking In terms of 
world poaco and a new ordor Tho All-India Women’s Conference too, has 
joined hands with tho other organisations of tho world who are striving to- 
wards a bottor undorstandig in a bottor world It was my privilege whon 
I was in Amorica to mako this Conference known to tho United Nations and put 
it on tho list of international organisations This Oonforonoo has, therefore, * 
groat duty to porforra in tho years to como. It has not only to lead tho womon 
of India and tho women of tho world but it has to contribute Its share in the 
building of a now world 

“The women s movemont in India has also grown from strength to strength 
Its aim is to unite tho women of India and also through them the women of the 
world. The A. I W O. stands for the women of all creeds and communities. I 
* hope it will always remain a united force and see that through women the country 
is united. I on your behalf pin this badge of Presidentship on Lady Rama Rau.” 

HER HIGHNESS THE RANI SAHEB OF SANGU in seconding the 
proposal, said My sister Hansa Mehta, has proposed that Lady Rama Rau 
should accept the Presidentship of the 19th Session of tho A.LW 0 and I feel 
great pleasure in seconding the resolution moved by her It is our good 
fortune that we have as our Presidont Lady Rama Rau for wo could not have 
a more able and experienced person than aha I liavo every hope that you are 
entirely in agreement with my views. I first got acquainted with Lady Rama 
Ran at the first Round Table Oonferenco Sho had takon a vory active part in all 
social and other activities and ovor sinoe sho had oomo into touch with the 
AXW 0 she has been rendering the greatest possible seryioe to the cause of 
women. Her efforts in collecting large sums of money for the Bijspar Relief 
Fund havo made hor vory popular all ovor India. Sho has also playod an 
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impol tout role m tlio cause of women throughout the world The A.I W 0 
is affiliated to the International Alliance of Women and she ropresonted 
India on its Board for many years If will therefore, he seen that her choice 
for the Presidentship of the Iflth Session of the A.I W 0 is most fitting I 
have every hope that you will fully co-operate with Lady Rama Rau in her 
arduous work which lies ahead 

LADY RAMA RAU, who was garlanded by Shnmati Radhadevi Goenka, 
Chairwoman of the Reception Committee, then took the Chan 

MRS KULSUM SAYANI, Hon General Secietary, then read out the 
Messages of Greetings and good wishes for the success of the Conference, 
received from the following : — 
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The Hon'ble Pandit Jawahailal Nehru 
Madame Soong Clung Ling ( Madame 
Sun Yat-Sen ) 

Ladv Petluc-Lawiencc of Pcaslako 
His Highness thoNawab of Bhopal 
Dr Hanna Rvdh of Sweden 
Mrs Corbett Ashby 
Her Highness Mahaiam Vijaya Raje 
Scindia of Gwalior 

Miss Agatha Harrison 
Shnmati Saropni Naidu 
Dr Mrs Muthulakshnn Reddi 
Lady Vidyagaun R. Nilkanth 
Mrs Rustonvp Fandoonji 
Her Highness Maharam Setu Parvati 
Bayi of Travancoie 
Mrs M E. Cousins 
Ra]kuman Amnt Kaur 
Begum Hamid All 
Shnmati Rameshwan Nehru 
Shnmati Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit 
Lady Joslu 

Shnmati Such eta Knpalam 
Shnmati Radliabai Subbarayan 
Mrs. Jessie M G Street, Australia 


Madame Bodil Begtrup, Denmark 
Mrs W S. New, USA 
Shn M. S Aney 

Seth Govind Das, Council of State 
Shnmati Mndula Saiabliai 
Dewan Bahadur V. V. Joshi 
Lady Guinvanti Mahara] Singh 
Madame Zalika Shihabi, President, 
Palestine Arab Women's 
Association, Jerusalem 
Liaison Group of British Women’s 
Societies co-operating with 
A.I W C. 

Women’s International League, 
British Section 

Women’s Council on Indian Affairs 
Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom 
Miss Daisy D Soloman, Chairman, 
British Commonwealth League 
Madame Carolina Hoslett, President, 
British Federation of Business and 
Professional Women 
Madame Clnang Lee, President, Sing* 1 
pore Women’s Federation 
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Froind*s Service Unit Calcutta. 

Miufomo Nina Popm a President, Tho 
Soviet Women * Anti Fascist 
Co-mmittoo Moscow 

MIm Maud Dickinson 1 ondun 

Tho Mnlilla So\a Mandal Knlhnpur 

Tho NutioiuHst Part> of India 

Madamo Adda Mouktnr AMolkador 
Prosidont WomonsLnion, Danins 

Council of Jewish Women sOrgnnl 
nations Tcla\lv 

Jovrish Womans Equal Rights 
Association Jerusalem 

Shri Kanada Slmstri 


Shri DashmukU, Minister 0 P 
A. Bernr 

Dr Hasan, Minister, (X P & Borar 
Mrs. Warlr 8ingh Hissar 
Shrimatl tfung&mmaof Bonares 
Shri Mflklmnlnl Ohaturvadi 
of hhnndawa 

Shrimatl Vnmlnhni Doshmukh of 
j Amraoti 
* Mrs Hannah Sen 
Mrs G R Billimoria 
' Miss Devi Vallram Hydrabad (Sind ) 
| Shri V B Clmwbal of Amraoti 
I Mrs Ronuka Ray 
1 Miss Anandidovl Khorachand 


SOME IMPORTANT AiESSAdES 

1 77k? Hon Uc rrnuiit Ja rah o Hal Nehru 

Na 3497-PS My greetings a.id good w Ishcs to the Womon s Conference 
Trust Indian women will pla> their full part In Independent India. 

2 Vdilatw Smmg (%ny Tdnq (Wml/mu Sun I at Sen) China 

“At this time tho pressure of our relief and welfare work Is so great that 
wo find It impossible to take adva itago of thlR opportuaity to know yoor pro- 
blems and to present our own. However bo assured that we are Interested In 
your Conference and we would appreciate being kept informed of your actf 
Titles and results With wishes of greatest suooess " 

3 Lady Peth ck~ L mrrence of Pemidke. 

India has contributed a great heritage in the past to the culture of the 
whole world Her history her literature her traditions have moulded 
thought and ci vibration She hae transmitted throughout past centuries a 
noble ideal of womanhood I look to the women of India to infuse new- 

life into our world wide Movement of human fellowship and human servioe 
I shall follow with the deepest interest the deliberations of this Conference. 

4 Shrimatl Sarojim Naidu 

“Deeply disappointed unable attend Session I hope that under your wise 
and distinguished guidance the Conference will gam ever more In influence and 
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importance and become the recognised and unchallenged voice of Indian 
women in the large fields of national and international work for the country's 
progress. Affectionate greetings to all members.” 

5 H. H. Maharani Vijaija Baje Scimha of Gwalior. 

“...May all its noble efforts for the progress and enlightenment of Indian 
women be crowned with success by securing for them their rightful^ place m 
all spheres of life in this great land of ours.” 

6 His Highness the Nawab of Bhopal. 

“The importance of the part that women must play m shaping the future 
of tlus country if national developments to proceed on sound and fruitful lines 
cannot be exaggerated I wish the AU-Incha Women's Conference ovoiy 
success in its endeavour to help the solution of those complex and difficult 
problems which face our country in every sphere of national activity ” 

7 Mis Jessie M G. Sheet , Australia. 

“The Australian Women’s Charter Fedeial Committee sends greetings and 
good wishes to the A I W C We congiatulate the Indian women on having 
achieved the honor of lepresenting India at meetings of the United Nations 
Oigamsation and its puncipal organs We stretch out oui hands to the mem- 
bers of the A I W C in a gesture of fnendslup and support ” 

8. Madame Nina Popova-, Moscow 

“New Year congratulations to women of Tndia fiom the Soviet Women’s 
Anti-Fascist Committee wishirg success in your activity.” 

9 Dr. Hanna Bydh, Sweden 

“Vividly remembering last year’s stimulating meeting. Send warm wishes 
for the prosperity of your work and your counry ” 

10 British Section, Women's International League 

“ At this critical moment m the relationships between our two countries, 
we send special greetings and thoughts to your Conference at Akola. Holding 
to the belief that the transfer of power from British to Indian hands can be 
achieved by peaceful means, the British Section uintes with you m the determi- 
nation to do all possible to make this belief a reality ” 
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WFLCOME ADDRESS 

%nmnU ftfilhttlcu (7ornf a M L. A Chairwoman Tlocoption Committee 
Welcoming tho president and Delegate* said 

I am extreme^ happy to welcome you nil to this small town In Berar I 
feel utter!} humbJo Jn } our presence whan I think of your Ufo long and enriable 
record of sor\ Ico and do\otlon to tho motherland Tho Rocoptlon Committee 
has really undortnkon a difficult task jn Inviting you to this small city from 
distant parts of tho countrv Though wo havo tried to rocolvc you to tho best 
of our ability we are still aware of serious deficiencies Tt is at groat personal 
inconvonionco that }ou have como over horo and prolraW} you may havo to 
put up with nmm more during } our sfav with us AVo are keenly conscious of 
tho limitations of our arrangements aisl n»> diffidonco gels doubled whon I think 
how by grucioiw!} uccoptlng our invitation }ou Imvo given us this proud 
privilege of welcoming > ou by wlllinglv foregoing all tho many amonities 
afforded by tho big cities from whoro man} of you come Howovor, we believe, 
you will bo ono with us and fool quito at homo during your stay and not think 
of our numorous shortcomings 

Dorar has special Importance In the history of India since anclont times 
Wo find a description of Borar in tho tho Malmblmrata. Historically wo might 
say that Borar was tho land of Croat \\ omon. Ruknmni and Damayaati about 
whom wo road in tho puratun wero daughters of Yidharbha. Evon in ancient 
times Akola seems to have formod part of Vidharbha. During tho Gupta Era 
and even lator Borar gained a significant plaeo in tho sphore of literature 
Vatdharbhi was rocognisod as a much adorod style of writing In Sanskrit and 
Prakritjanguages and gained as Its votaries groa* poets like Bhavbhutf 

About 300 B 0 Borar was a separate 8tate ruled by a king and formed part 
of Asoka s Empire — -what wo now-a-days call a mandatory territory under the 
Imperial Crown. Many a timo has it boon roforrod to as a kingdom with sepa 
rate territorial jurisdiction of its own. May bo it was about the time af the 
Pallhnva or Yadhava dynasties and m more recent historic past the Andhra, 
Ghalukya, Malva and Yadhava dynasties ruled over this Province from time to 
time. After 1294 It came under the Muslim domination and the Kbflji, Tuglak and 
Bahamni dynasties ruled In succession Towards the end of the 15th Century 
Muhammad shah divided this Kingdom into two sections of Ganl and Mehur 
Many things still exist that are reminiscent of this act. Narnala, Mahur Akot 
Basim Mehkar Mallghat Ellichpur and innumerable other places have been 
the Soenes of battles in times past Narnala, Patur and Karanja carry the mind 
back to the days when Jainism spread and prospered And In the still silent 
ruins of Narnala Fort is concealed the history of forgotten centuries. In Akola 
itself there is an old Fort which was constructed by the Moghul Emperors. 
During Aorangxeb 8 time Akola was given os a Jaffir to one of his minister? 
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Asadkhan and ho sent a cortain Abdullalif as his representative to manage 
things on his behalf The East India "Go , 22 years after taking possession of 
Berar, made it a separate district in the ycai 1775 

Akola has been since many years past the centre of various activities 
Today in politics, eduaction and literature it stands out as an important city in 
C P and Berar In regaid to the advancement of women, Berar does not lag 
behind Our Province is free from Purdah which lias been the curse of our 
Hindu and Muslim sisters in nmnv places Here women are respected more 
than in other Provinces The pi ogress in women’s education is encouraging 
though not quite salisfactoiy and we have still much to do in this direction, 
We have not been able to open new schools rapidly enough to koep paco with 
the evergrowing number of girl students seeking admission in educational 
institutions owing to the spread of education and comparative freedom, the 
intellectual powers of the women of this Provinco can go any where at any 
tune without fear or danger, but beyond this we have done veryl ittle to promote 
the liberties of our women. I am confident that through your direction and 
effort this movement will gather momentum and strength. 

I enterain great hopes of this Conference We have already tiled to the 
best of our ability and means at our command to advance the cause of women 
m our Province and particulary in this city Many institutions are separately 
working towards this end In Akola we have the District Mahila Parishad in 
addition to the Rashtriya Malula Mandal Also we have Sarda Samaja— a 
ladies club Regular arrangements have been made for intellectual and physical 
training as well as for the teaching of arts like Drawing, Painting, Needlework, 
Music, etc. in Matri Mandir which I myself have been running for the last 5 
years But the women of this city have not been able to take full advantage of 
such opportunities provided for them It has not somehow received sufficient 
response I trust your visit to this Province will strengthen the movement and 
the exalted examples of your lives will spur them on to work for it with one heart 
and one mind The women of this city will realise within the five days of this 
Conference that this is not merely an occasion for the show of hollow eloquence 
put up by a talkative and garrulous group of women Rather it is intended to 
prepare a solid and constructive scheme to be carried out religiously throughout 
the copnng year Then alone will this effort and labour of today be proved 
fruitful « 

Wo are meeting today at a time when the present sharply divides the past 
from the future On either side of us are unbridgeable yawning gulfs and we 
are able to perceive beyond the gulf a big and beautiful promontory — the 
land of promise It is upto us either to advance or to recede but surely 
theie is no going back 1 A step back and we will be in the abyss One more 
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strenuous olTort ami wo reach the Promised land This 1 b tho problom whict 
faces fnorj nation and honco It faco# us also Tho Uotorious Allies aro 
about to repeat tho mistake# committed in tho VorsailloB Treaty Tho 
devil of Distrust 1 b apt to consumo tho wholo of humanity and ita shadow 
is cast ovon on India The coming freedom has brought with it many 
intricate problem®, Tho political difference# in our country Jiavo dotcriorat 
cd to a dangerous degree When wo hear of what happened In Bombay, 
Calcutta Ahinedabad Meerut Alluhabad Ludhiana East Bengal and Bihar we 
feel like hanging our heads in shame The catastrophe of the riots has 
thrust a great rosponsibilitj on us In thia raging madness of religious 
feuds botweon community and community tho condition of womon has 
dotorioratod to an appalling extent These circumstances havo forced to 
tho front this question of first rato Importance — w How to protect oar Womon 
Tile last ton or fiftocn } ours ha\o witnessed a groat progress among women 
in tho allied fields — political social and educational And today In tho provln 
dal as woll as in tho control legislatures womon aro acquitting thomselves 
with distinction alongside of men. In politics womon havo filiod responsible 
posts and have done and are still doing splondid work 

Tho Proaldont of the Conference, Lady Roma Rau is tho pride of tho 
women of India. Evon from h or days she dedicated heraolf to tho service of 
womon. At a time whon education was scarce and social reform unknown 
she carried the mossoge of a now awakening from house to house, and 
created a new consciousness amongst women through her solid and constructive 
wort Wherovor she wont, whether in India or in Europe or in Africa 
she never lost sight of hor raJsson in life and worked unremittingly for it 
Hor firmness, skill and personality havo given her an admirable capacity to 
fight against odds however heavy We are, indeed proud to have boon able 
to secure a President of her ominonoo, 

ghnmatl Kamalodevl Is a woman of international fame. She is the inspire 
tion of all the progressive political and social dements everywhere. Her 
leadership has appealed irresistibly to young mon and women of our 
Country 

/ 

Mrs, Honsa Mehta who Is widely travelled has been responsible for 
Increasingthe pestigo of the women of India in foreign countries We are ail 
woll-acquainted with her sorivoe and sacrifice and today our oountry is not 
tired of eulogising her 

Mrs Vfjayalokshmi Pandit, a former President of the All-India Womens 
Oonforoooe has acquired a world-wide fame with her brilliant intellectual 
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qualities and admirable handling of her brief as the leader of the Indian Deleg&r 
tion to U.N.O She has enormously raised the prestige of the Indian women in 
the eyes of the world by the inimitable way in which she has piloted the 
Indian cause m South Africa, achieving signal success against so great a 
veteran politician as General Smuts 

We are also proud of Rajkumari Amrit Kaur who has given proof of her 
mature wisdom as a delegate to the United Nations Educational, Social and 
Cultural Organisation. 

Purposely I am not saying any tiling about Mrs. Sarojini Naidu who 
deserves our profound respect and admiration. She is the beacon light of every 
Indian woman Today’s awakening amongst women is the result of her 
tireless service I respectfully bow before her 

Who is ignorant of the name of Ammu Swunnnathan the mother of Lieut. 
Col. Lakshnn, the lioroine of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment of the I N.A. 
Every child m the street pulls himself up with pride and fervour on hearing 
her name 

c 

In a country which is full of such brave women it is a matter of great 
regret to find that they should be victimised and reduced to such pitiable plight 
by religious fanatics Not only myself but the entire womanhood of India 
looks up to this Conference for enlightenment and solution of urgent problems 
of this kind. Today we have a pressing need of your advice as to how we 
should put an end to this humiliating situation A Women’s^ Conference like 
this can tackle this problem more oasily 

A Conference of this type alone can successfully counteract the virus of x 
communahsm in this land of diverse castes and creeds. We should consider 
many more problems and chalk out our future programme in -the light of past 
events. 

I do not want to waste much of your time I hope that all-women will truly 
carry out the resolutions that will be passed in this Conference and that this 
will impart strength of mind to them I stand on behalf of the Reception 
Committee to again request you to forgive us for our poor arrangements and to 
extend our wholehearted welcome to you all. I am only an humble instrument 
In fact, the whole of Akola, nay, the whole of Berar is overflowing with happiness 
and joy at your auspicious arrival to this city. Throughout the Province 
wherever we went m connection with this Conference, we found both among 
men and women a feeling of friendliness and respect for you all. I, therefore, 
welcome you on behalf of the people of Berar. Don’t take it as a formal 
sontiment when I assure you in all sincerity that I really feel that I have given 
you all great trouble in calling you to this place We could not make proper 
arrangements for providing enough facilities for board and lodging befitting thp 

II 



in 


U I -INDIA U OMEN A CONFERENCE 


honour and greatness of our Illustrious guosts, nor could It havo boon poasfblo 
for us. W hatovor wo could, w o did and surely thoro was no lack of enthusiasm 
or willingness on tho part of tho pooplo of this city Many Institutions and 
associations in Akoln havo given their fullost co-operation and hdpod us to tho 
best of their ability to make this Conforonoo a success Tho RocopUon 
Committee heart!!} thanks thorn nil 

Mrs Ktilsum Saynnl lion Clenornl Secrotry A I WO th on rood tho 
following Roport of work 

REPORT ipj6. 

Tho last Session of tho All India Woraons Conforonoo was held on tho 
.18th Dccombor 1045 at lljdorabad (Sind) oxactly ono yoar ago and hone© tho 
porlod undor rov low is lois than tho previous ono whioh lostod ono year and 
eight months In spito of this short torm und that of the oxceodingly difficult 
times arising out of tho strikes and strifos and tho unsot tied conditions thereof, 
the Conforonco lias carried out its routine work vigorously and thoroughly 
consolidating tho work of the last term The Ail India Women s Oonforenco 
has now gained International recognition and to-da> it is tho largest Organisa 
tion of Women in India liaving a membership of 30 000 Throo non-aotivo 
branches hare boon rovived and 4 branches and 30 constituent branches havo 
boon given recognition to, bringing tho total to 44 branches and 215 constituent 
branches 

Daring the poriod under review the Standing Committee met twice at 
Hyderabad (Sind) and Calcutta The draft of the constitution kindly revised 
by the Hon Wo Mr Mangaldas Pakvasa, the President of the Bombay Legis 
Jativo Counbik was circulated and wiLl bo placed boforo tho Session of tho 
Conference u Roslinl ” the Conforonoo Journal has become a monthly pub llca 
tion in three languages og English, Hindi and Urdu Tho latter tvyo come out 
as separate journals from M aroli 194G All three have gained immensely In 
popularity and promise to bo self supporting soon Tho Editors Mrs Lakshmi 
Monon and Hajm Begum both doservo our congratulations and best wishes 

Tho period under review 6lai jib tho proud privilege of having many of its 
members participating in international affairs The President Shrimati Hansa 
Mehta herself was appointed to the U N O Sub-Commission on The Status 
of Women H to the Commission on M Human Rights This Commission was 
later granted the status of full Commission and Shrimati Hansa Mehta s 
achievements in America havo given our Conference an international status. 
Our Conference is now on the list of organisations recognised by the United 
Nations Organisation. Begum Hamid All has since been appointed on the 
Homo Commission. Our Patron the Hon bio Shrimati Yijayalakshml Pandit— 
tho only woman leader of a Delegation to the Assembly of the United Ketone 
Organisation fought with suocoss the case of Indians in South Afrios, 
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was internationally acknowledged for her achievements and we are, indeed, 
proud of tins Bajkuman Amrit Kaur, also our Patron, has been appointed 
Yice President on one of the Committees of the U.R.E.S.C.O. and her eountribu- 
tion at the Pans Conference fills us with no little admiration. Miss Konda 
Parvatidevi and the Maharani of Vizianagaram represented the All-India 
Women’s Conference at the 14th Congress of the International Alliance held at 
Interlaken in Switzerland Parvatidevi was the leader and I have had several 

< f 

letters from various people telling me how admirably they acquitted themselves 
Mrs, Mitham Lam and Miss Kapila Khandvala lopiesented us at the Australian 
Women’s Second Chartei Conference held in Sydney. Mrs Lam, the leader of 
the Delegation, has since become the Sheriff of Bombay. Both these delegates 
toured and gave lectures on the woik of the All-India Women’s Conference and 
the food problem in India, which invoked a substantial offer of help from the 
Austialian people. This offer was forwaided to the Food Member of the Govern- 
ment of India. Mrs. Kulsum Sayam, the Hon. Geneial Secretaiy, represented 
the Conference at the All-Ceylon Women’s Confeience in Colombo, and also at the 
historic Silver Jubilee Celelnations of the Jamia Miha Islanna where practically 
the wholo of the Interim Government was present, besides Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad and Mr. Jinnah I must not forget to mention that seveial women mem- 
bers of the Constituent Assembly aie our members In the early part of the 
year, when the Cabinet Mission came to India, the Piesident Shrnnati Hansa 
Mehta was invited to place the views of the Confeience before them. 

The main featuies of woik during the penod coveied by this lepoit are:— 

( 1 ) The Drafting of Charter of “Women’s Rights and Duties ” 

(2) The Preparing of the “Memoiandum on Planning for Rational 

Welfare ” 

( 3 ) The All-India Food Day. 

(4) The All-India Confeience Day 

“The Chai ter of Women's Rights and Duties” and the “Memorandum on 
Planning for Rational Welfare” were both circulated to the Provincial, State and 
the Central Governments ” A very encoui aging reply fiom the Vice-President 
of the Interim Government, Pandit Jawahailal Rehru, was received in acknow- 
ledgment, saying “Both these subjects greatly intei est me and I am sure your 
pamphlets will do good. I am personally anxious to do everything m my powei 
to advance the cause of women in this country 

The Food Day has been observed throughout the Blanches since June the 
l4th regulaily every month. This has been their mam activity during the 
year ‘Food exhibitions, lectures, demonstrations, and information regarding 
substitutes for scaicity products were given Throughout the branches, there 
was altogether a drive to educate the public in the economic and nutrition value 
of food giains One Constituent Branch of Gujerat, namely Broach, went a 
step further and with the efforts of its members in giving up one cereal from 
their own rations, m one month were able to save 14,000 lbs Our Gwalior 
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Branch Is doing admirable work for Adult Education. TJioro aro 13 Centro*, 
8 In tho city and 5 In tho District* 

Tho Oonforcnco Day flxod on tho Norombor 14th could not bo obsorvod In 
many of our Branches owing (o tho communal disturbances. Many of our 
member* havo boon doing \aluahlo rollof work In BongaJ U P and Gujerat 
Tho Calcutta Branch organised GJtI*ons Dofonco Committee con.ni sting of both 
Hindus and Muslims including reprosontath os of womon and studont s Organl 
Rations This Committee has sont units both to Bihar and East Bengal. In 
fact, all Branches In Bengal and In particular tho Calcutta Branch, havo been 
greatl> pro-occupied with tho work of rellof and roscuo and rehabilitation arising 
out of tho emorgonc) situation. The collodions ot the All-India Conference 
Da> so far received arc — 


n«. 

Brandies 

i/w 

Bomlwy 

soon/ 

Baroda 

2 000/ 

ITydoralwid (Du.) Branch, 

1 000/ 

Maharashtra. 

i ooo/ 

Tamil Nad 

fioo/ 

« Simla 

250/ 

Hydorahad (Sind) 

100/ 

M O P South 

100/ 

Sangll 

70/ 

„ Konkan. 

200/ 

*. Through Begum Masuma Husoln All Khan. 


The Central Offloe established lost term Is maintaining good progress 
Detailed Information along with other data, India and foreign, useful for the 
All-India Women s Conference work Is being gathered by Mrs Avabal Wadi* 
the Central Office Secretary In order to compile an All -India Directory of 
Institutions for Women. Its work has increased muoh owing to the fact that 
the Hindi and Urdu u Raah^i , * are despatched from the Central Office. The 
increasing number of subscribers and the Inquiries thereof and Its accounts 
take up the entire time of the typist appointed for general help The Servants 
of India Society has kindly donated 145 books which from the nucleus of a 
Library In the Central Office Owing to printing difficulties, only two 
publications have been Issued during the period under review — both sym 
poslums, to which various authors have contributed — 

( 1 ) The Education of Women in Modern India. 

(2) Juvenile Literature in India* (Parti) 

The latter is a neat little book edited by Mrs. Dongerkery the Member-in 
Charge of the Cultural Section. She writes to say that this book contains a 
comprehensive idea of the position of the Juvenile literature at the moment, deal 
in$ with Its historical aspect and also pointing out its deficiencies, She alsq 
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suggests tlie establishment of an All-India publishing house with a central 
research bureau, which should be either entirely financed or subsidised by 
the Central Government 

Two pamphlets were published in Hindustani, both translations by Hajra 
Begum: — 

( 1 ) Charter of Women’s Rights & Duties. 

( 2 ) Report on Tea Plantation labour in Assam. 

Another very useful and prominent activity of the All-India Women’s Con- 
ference is the Asoka Akber Health Canteen, meant for giving medical relief to 
isolated villages in India Mis. Hilda Sehgman, the Founder and the Hon 
Organizing Secretary of the Skippo Fund, founded in England, kindly donated 
this Mobile Van to the All-India Women's Conference The Van was given a 
public reception at the Sunderabai Hall, Bombay, on May the 15th, 1946, where 
the Prime Minister of Bombay, Mr B G Kher, presided. This Mobile Van 
was handed to the Bombay Blanch for the period of one year and I am glad to 
say that it is doing very valuable work in a group of villages near Sanjan, 
85 miles from Bombay. 

The “ All-India Save the Children Committee ” lias been doing useful work 
in the five permanent homes foi children in Bongal, Orissa and Malabar 

The Lady Irwin College continues to function successfully Mrs Hannah 
Sen, the Directress, informed us that negotiations are being cained on with the 
Government of India regarding a grant to enable the College l 

(1 ) To institute a Degree Course in Home Science and 

(2) To train a minimum of 50 graduate teachers in Home Science 

annually 

The Hon General Secietary visited Madias, as a result of which the acti- 
vities of the Madras Blanch were revived under the guidance of Sister Subba- 
lakshmi who is now Piesident of the Branch The Tamil Nad Province in 
Madras also caught the enthusiasm and levived its activities under the guid- 
ance of A.yeshamma This Blanch had been lying dormant for years The 
Hon. General Secretaiy piesided at the Annual Coafeience of the Karvir Bha- 
gini Mandal of the Kolhapur Branch, inaugurated the Food Day and the Educa- 
tional Week of the Baroda Bianch, inaugurated the Educational Week of the 
Maharashtra Blanch at Thana, presided over the Guierat Branch Conference 
held at Bulsar, visited the Delhi, Gwalior, Kirloskai wadi and Bhopal Branches 
and also Amraoti, Yeotmal and Akola in Berar The lattei place was visited 
twice m view of the coming Conference. , 

Ajmer-Merwara and NW.F.P,'both Blanches practically extinct for 
^•earsj have started working again and their delegates are among us to-day. 
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It Is indeed, gratifying to noto that to-day wo oro trying to Uvo up to the ideals 
of an AH India Womens Conference In that wo work together irrespective of 
casto, creed or pirty politics primarily for Tndla and tho women and children 
of India, 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Lmty R*unn Rau then roso amidst great ovation to dolivor hor Presidential 
Address At the request from tho audionco sho spoko in HindasthanL 
She said 

Friends 

It is with much dlffidonco that I accopt tho Presidentship of this groat 
organisation— tho All India Women s Conference — in this momentous year of 
India s history I fool greatly privileged to assumo so responsible an office, and 
undortako to do so with a full sense of tho importance of tho work ahead of ns 
and an assurance that I shall ondeavour to fulfil my responsibilities to the bast of 
my ability I thank my supportors for their confidence in mo and sincerely 
hope they will continuo to co-oporato with and assist me during my term of 
office. Tho tasks boforo us are multitudinous and we are conscious of them 
today as wo hove novor boon Iwfore 

It Is usual at tho tlmo of an all India Session of our Organisation to pause, 
a moment and review the oa onts of tho year and to gauge their repercussions 
on our activities. This last yoar has l>oen full of the most vital developments 
in our country within living momory — developments that have moved us to tho 
heights of hope and aotivity on tho ono band, and to the depths of despondency 
on tho other With tho formation of tho National Governments In our provinces 
early this yoar a confidence was inspired in our people, and an expectancy 
engendered, that the much disoussed post war planning through the long war 
years would now liogin to tako shape. With the accredited leaders of the 
people at the helm of affairs tho wrongs of tho people for whom they had 
laboured for years would be righted and India would speed ly begin the struggle 
for progress in all directions — a struggle whioh could only be carried out with 
her national leaders in direct command It filled our hearts with pride to see so 
many women In our new legislatures women who had made their martin the 
Women’s Organisation years ago-some of whom were immediately called to 
high office. The path of the new Goveuments was by no means an easy one — for 
industrial and labour strikes the aftermath of the war the food situation In the 
oountry and other far reaohing problems hod to be overcome first before real 
work could begin. Then came the long negotiations with regard to the 
Central Government whioh were followed breathlessly by the country result 
ing to our intense relief and gratlfloation in a transference of power into the 
hands of Indian leaders Our unanimously expressed desire to see our oountry 
free and self-governed has been fulfill! aud although complete freedom has yet 
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to be attained, the fact that our feet have been firmly planted on the ladder to 
that goal fills us with hope for the future This is a fitting occasion for us to 
congratulate our political leaders on the success that has crowned their struggle, 
and as mothers of the nation we offer them our blessings and our prayers at a 
time when they are faced with the gigantic task of the regeneration of our 
country and the establishment of wholesome relations with the rest of the 
world 

Recently, however, we have suffeied agony and humiliation at the out- 
break of communaj strife in the conti y. We have witnessed cruel atrocities 
on women and children, forced conversions and mairiages under compulsion, 
callous orgies and blood baths We have no hesitation in expressing our 
unequivocal condemnation of the propaganda, which has led to such a com- 
plete breakdown of normal civilised conditions. Oui hearts go out to the 
victims of these criminal and dastaidly activities' in the various provinces of 
India. Our duty demands that we too play our pait in the Relief and 
Rehabilitation work that will go on foi a long-time, and help actively with 
the Public Defence organisations set up for strengthening the hands of those, 
who are determined to re-establish nomial conditions Let our branches form 
Women’s Committees in co-opeiation with representatives of all communities 
to bring about happier relations between gioups, and help to lestore the bro- 
theily love and lespect that, we are convinced, are not utterly dead m our 
heaits. We, as an organisation, voted foi non-violence at a time when the 
Gieat World War II was being waged. We were then condemned as idealist, as 
unpractical in our political outlook — but in spite of that we stood by the 
prmciple*of non-violence Can we today leave unexpressed our abhorrence of 
an almost worse type of violence— involving as it does cruelty, tieachery and 
the vicious circle of retaliation? A gieat field of work lies before us in the 
years to come to salve the wounds received in these evil days, and to teach 
our childien the lessons of mutual trust and tolerance. The great spiritual 
inheritance of Hinduism and Islam belongs to us. Let us Hindus and Muslims 
learn to respect and honour the tiuths of both faiths. Living as we do, 
and as we always must, side by side, the only way we can grow and develop 
m a healthy manner, is to teach and practise mutual love and respect — and 
these lessons can be best imparted by the motheis of the nation So may God 
help us to close this evil chaptei in oui histoiv and obliterate even the 
memory of it. 

During the 19 years of our existence as the A.T. W. C the sum total of 
our achievement has been that we have been able to organise women on an 
all-India basis — a no mean achievement considering the size of our country 
and the great percentage of illiteracy amongst us We have created 200 Con- 
tres in both Piovinces and Indian States, and have atii acted 30,000 women as 
members to take a live mteiest in questions that afiect them and their country, 
and created m them the desire to work together as Indian women. W9 
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hu\o taught thorn to tra\cl long distance*, to think intelligently to oxpreas 
thomsuKes foarIossl> and to work in co operation for ideals, that must be 
common to v > otnon all o\or tho world Tho institutions for which wo have 
boon responsible and through which wo tr> to realise our idoals, i e Tho Lady 
Irwin College for Home Bcionco Delhi, Tho Children s Homos In Bengal and 
our latest venture tho Village Medical work In Bombay — and the nnmeruus 
smallor institutions run by tho various bronchos — are a credit to tbe earnest 
ness of our workers. Tills work lias boon accomplished in spito of the fact, 
that firstly wo are an unofficial organisation and our authority is therefore 
linfitcd, scoondly wo ha\o no assured finacml resources and thirdly wo ha\o 
no trained porsonno! Boenuso of tho lack of financial security oach now 
% onturo has mount a groat drive for public subscriptions involving tho waste 
of precious tirao and onorgj Courage and persistence howevor, have not 
boon Jacking — and tho interest in tho work undertaken so occupies our minds 
that wo lmvo baon able to boar tho humiliation of tho frcquont rebuffs to which all 
worhocs for oharitablo causos are subjoctod. Wo are however grateful tothoso 
genorous donors who ha\o put faith in our integrity and supportod u» in our 
work For tho sanio reason our workors in a large number of cases had to bo 
honorary workors and this again lias limited our aotivltios considerably for 
tho best traind womon for a particular job cannot always afford to give us 
son ice without remuneration. Tho majority of our workers, willing and 
oarnost ns thoy are have not tho background the knowlodge of psychology 
and sociology of oconomics and organisation that is usually doomed noecs 
aary for tho oxport handling of social problems The result Is that the right 
foundations are not laid when workers no matter how ardont Choir desire to 
serve, and how groat their spirit of solf-aucrifico, enter Into tho social sorvioo 
flold without tho nooossnry cquipmont for the work before them 

During these years wo havo maintained connection with International 
Womon s Organisations Wo hnvo rogulary Invitod foreign visitors and wcl 
corned them in our midst whenover they have liononred us. We have sent our 
representatives to foreign countries to share in international Conferences 
Now that India can organise as a froo oountry — an emphasis on this aspect of 
our work is indicated It is a well established fuot that tho basic domands of 
womon all over tho world aro in ossonoo tho same, and a linking up of women 
of ail countries can only strengthen and clarify the cause for which wo 
stand Our delegates to those international Conferences have gained valuable 
experience in methods of work and considerably widened their knowledge of 
the countries they have -visited They are the two — way ambassadresses 
who have interpreted our complicated problems our aims and aspirations for 
the future to the countries they have visited and brought back knowledge and 
Information about them to us 

We are today on the threshold of a New Era, There is a consciousness 
lu ovory countrv of tho world of tho Groat Forces — Spiritual, Moral Political 
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dnd Economic, that must be harnessed to enable human beings to grow and 
develop to their full stature, and establish international justice and goodwill 
which alone can ensure World Peace. 

This consciousness has expressed itself in the setting up of institutions 
like the XJ.lSr.O and the U N E S C.O In the light of the fundamental 
rights that are being laid down for individuals and for nations, and the efforts 
that are being made to encourage cultural understanding, our national recon- 
struction is bound to lose some of its individualistic and narrow character. 
We will be abled to take lessons from the more progressive countries, and in 
linking up with the rest of the woild, adopt a broader outlook*altogether 

Here in India, when the Constituent Assembly is at work, framing a new 
Constitution for an Independent Country, it is our duty to be aleit and vigilant 
to ensure the incorpoiation m this important document of the Rights of Women 
We have already prepared a Charter of Women’s Rights for presentation to 
this Assembly, in which we have claimed Equality with men with reference 
to Franchise and economic, social and political opportunities in public life. We 
have also demanded that marriage should not prejudice the inherent rights of 
a woman Those are Rights that should be explicitly stated, lest the stiuctuie 
of om new political status be unsound It is particularly important for India, 
for socially and legally women have suffered repression from ancient times Our 
progress will be considerably encouraged materially and psychologically, when 
the state acknowledges our right to equal citizenship and categorically accepts 
the principle, that no barriers on the ground of sex will stand in the way of a 
woman’s growth and development m public life We have women representa- 
tives on the Constituent Assembly, the majority of whom are active workers 
of our organisation In my opinion, we should setup a strong committee to work 
in co operation with these members of the Assembly, to popularise the demands 
they will make and mobilise public opinion in favour of so just a cause 

A most important event planned for early next year, to my mind, is the 
Asiatic Conference, and I should like to see our organisation take an active in- 
terest in it Perhaps we could approach the organisers of the Conference, and 
ask if some representatives of women’s organisations from the Asiatic Countries 
invited could be asked, so that we may have a deeper interest m the work of 
this Conference. From our contacts with International W omen's W ork we 
have gained experience about women’s problems and women’s demands 
This experience would enable us to take an intelligent interest m the Asiatic 
Conference The Asiatic Conference would give us a new kind of inspiration 
and introduce us to the possibilities of the work that can be done by men 
and women together m the interest of a nation It would also bring closer to 
us the cultural and spiritual life of our neighbouis, for women have been 
considered to be the special custodians of these aspects of national lift. We could 
learn much from the part women have played dunng the important war years, 
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and aro-ploylng today In tho national roconu traction of their countries It 
would l*> a great opportunity and I for ono would bo groatlv stimulated as 
I havo no doubt every ono of our mombora would be In view of tho oxciting 
and Important time at which wo havo arrived it would be woll to mobilise our 
forces, and talcing advantage of tlic direction glvon by National Planning to 
roorgnniso our work on a more co rrdlnated Imsla. So far wo havo beon consol 
ous of tho many Ills wo havo boon sulToring from both in tho Social Economic 
and Political sphere* and wo havo attempted a Httlo spado-work horo and thero 
But \\o realise that wo ha\o not been ablo to touch tho fringe of tho colossal 
tasks that lie ahead Wo aro die satisfied tl at our progress has not beon more 
rapid and more far-reaching; that wo havo not beon able to awaken women In 
ovory town of India; that wo bavo not been ablo to reach out into ovory village 
of India. All wo havo ndiiovod is the dispelling of tho bollof from the minds of 
our men that our Conference* aro glorified toa parties. Wo havo I think to 
a Inrgo extent porsiiadod thorn to drop their supordlious and Indulgent attitude 
to ub, and recogniso our oarneat effort in tho causo of the country* and even 
in case* to invite our co-oporation in tackling tho national problems with 
which wo aro facod Titty aro now convinced that tho much desired progress 
of India cannot lie achloved without tho active participation of women, and 
tie are now oonfidont that more and more of tbo gigantic task of reconstruc' 
tion will lrnv o to bo shared by women in every sphere of life 

Ono of the most important subjects for our consideration I believe Is the 
question of our children \\ o havo framed a Ohartor of Womens Rights It 
is oqually urgent that wo should try to safeguard the rights of children If wo 
desire to see progress within 25 years we must acdvoly plan the lives of our 
children Into whose hands the destiny of the nation can be given within this 
period with complete confldenco The laok of knowledge of the requirements 
of the child from the earliest stage — even the pre-natal stage — the neoeesary 
diet, discipline hours of sleep and play methods of awakening the child 
mind otc. is pathetic. In no country are ohlidren so mnoh neglected. In spite N 
of all tho love bestowed on them, as in India. No attention is paid in the 
average Indian home to child psychology and child requirements Any 
haphazard training In the earlier stages is considered good enough until the 
^ child goes to school and even then there Is no co-relation between the home 
and tbe school thus nullifying a good deal of whatever more sdentiflo training 
the child may have at school A nation-wide propaganda should be undertaken 
within tho homes before tho State can tdke up the responsibility of pioviding 
tho facilities for the full development of the child onoe it has outgrown the 
conditions the home can provide. I cannot emphasize too strongly the 
necessity for our Oonferenoe Branches to work far the fundamental 
rights of the child for it is only by the work of women that we can ever hope 
to ohange the outlook of the mother and the Brand mother who are the most 
important and influential people in the child s early life, In the Indian Horn?, 
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After that, the State will provide far education, health, and training for life, 
and even in these spheres much improvement is indicated, and we would do 
well to study the whole subject with care and voice our opinions 

Our Conference, the premier Women’s Organisation in India, should take 
the fullest advantage of the general awakening around us JSxpeit Planning 
Committees have produced, and are pioducing, compiehensive schemes whereby 
m tlie shortest possible time the greatest good can be effected and the country 
raised from the status of a backward country to that of the more forward coun- 
tries of the world. Planning foi Health, Education and Social Secunty, under- 
taken by the provincial authorities will necessarily take time to be translated 
into practical work The whole complicated machinery will have to be fitted to 
the requirements of oui vast country. It will be the function of the authorities 
to produce the wealth, to organise the distribution, to guarantee a minimum 
living wages, and provide the amenities, essential to civilised human life, to over- 
haul the laws, and dispense justice for men and women But while this gigan- 
tic -task is being organised, our branches will have unique opportunities of 
helping the new Governments, and organising the work, we have been doing 
in a much more direct and constructive manner. We can deal with single 
pioblems m a much more flexible, more human way, by preparing the ground 
for the healthful changes to be introduced, which is by no means an easy task, 
when we are dealing with large masses of people who are illiterate, not always 
prepared to accept what is good for them 

For example, it will be along time before Health Services can be organised 
including preventive and curative medicine, hospitalisation, nursing, housing, 
and organised physical development We know that the inadequacy of these 
services has resulted in the' frightening maternal and child mortality figures, 
the miserably short expectancy of life, the poor physique of the average man 
and woman, the incidence of epidemics and disease. The unprecedented 
increase m our population will have to be controlled, and private and official 
enterprise organised for the achievement of physical fitness Our share will 
naturally be that of propaganda amongst people who, because of their 
ignorance and illiteracy, are still shackled by superstition and orthodoxy and 
who, more often'than not, resist any progressive policy, that is likely to affect 
their unscientific and out-of-date customs I lay great importance on dietetics , 
the popularising of correct food values — a subject that is hardly known or con- 
sidered by our people Conservatism m the use of foodstuffs, and in the methods 
of cooking, is common m every pait of India, and unless women are taught the 
value and use of substitute foods tor commodities they have always used, 
and which today are not procurable, the health of the people cannot improve 
Housing is closely related to health and so is physical culture 

It is only after the prehminary conditions for health and housing of people 
are ensured, that attention can be paid to Education, as Education can only be 
absorbed by healthy human beings Free Compulsory Primary Education is the 
spheie of the State, but the social worker can find scope for work m popularising 
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tho Steto Sorvlco or supplomonting it in various ways. Literacy classes, 
basic) education and adult oducatfon cannot bo organised on a nation wide scale 
for yoars. I ectures on interesting topfes, thought provoking debates, songs 
and plays on topical subjects can bo arrangod by workors in tbo cause of 
Education 

Again, tbo economic condition of our people can only be bettered by our 
Governments but our brandies can holp greatly with the formation of Cottage 
Industries, Industrial Uomos and through formation of Women a Co-operative 
Sodotioa and evon by organising Womon’s Polytechnics. 

Tho courses for stioh work aro short and easy and can quickly be absorbed 
bj Intelligent womon who would be ablo to do usoful work. Bat apart from 
the holp wo can offor In tho various nation building programmes I foel that the 
most Important task before us is the work of social reform. In the social sphere 
it ie difficult for authoritative Governments that function on a democratic basis to 
exert the iofluonco that social workers can intheirday to-day work. For example 
ono may by law romovo the disabilities that are associated with a caste system, 
hut no ofTectivo changocan b# brought about In a society In its social relations, 
whoro a oesto-aystem has been recognised from timo immemorial Established 
social conventions In any country die hard and in our country where every 
custom has some religious or pseudo -religious bearing it is Infinitely more 
difficult to glvo them up Our endeavour should be to separate the temporal 
from tho spiritual to purify society on tho ono hand to purify religion on the 
other — to sift out tho basio truths and fundamental virtues from the mass~~of 
superstitions and orthodoxy that in our generation have no meaning at alL We 
cannot allow progress to be hampered by customs that are going to limit our 
activities In this new India The narrow bases of our religious practice* 
have to ho wldoned and each religious festival interpreted in terms of national 
regeneration. Narrow religion should be confined to homes and places of 
worship and all public demonstrations and displays of religiou* beliefs banned. 

In effect our demand for social security and health insurance, for education 
and vocational training will be the foundation on which the edifice of National 
Reconstruction will be based. I believe that the work of nation-building is of 
the utmost importance and can only be dono effectively if the pubbo Is taken 
into confidence by the authorities, so that the people may be Inspired to give 
the completfBt co-operation with faith in the capaolty of the Government to 
implement their promise. The only way in which this work can be done is 
by creating a new portfolio to deal with social problems with a good propor- 
tion of women to administer the department and safeguard the Interests of 
women and children. 

We have for some years now felt more and more that our work should bind 
us with the villages where three-fourths of our population resides. So far 
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the main activities of our Conference have been centred in towns, and when 
we make the claim, that we speak for the women of India, we cannot really 
substantiate it, for we can only speak for that section of women, who have 
the advantages of modern progress, in so far as it is to be found in the cities 
of India We realise, that problems great as they are in the cities, are even 
more complicated in oui villages. If any work is to be undertaken m those 
areas, that work has to be planned on a much more comprehensive basis, for one 
aspect of life is so closely linked up witlf another, that unless planmng on a 
large scale is undertaken no effective work can be done. I would like to give 
you a small example from our experiences in the Bombay Presidency with the 
Village Health Work, we are attempting to do While our purpose, primarily, 
is to give medicines to the sick and diseased, we realise that the pieventive side 
of medicine is extremely important, and one cannot effectively deal with diseases 
arising from malnutrition without taking into consideration the economic 
possibilities of the villagers to improve their diet and make it more wholesome 
We talk glibly about cleanliness and the elementary advantage of the use of 
clean water, but where there is a constant scarcity of water and the village 
women have to walk two to three miles to get one pot of watei and that after a 
whole day’s work on the fields, we fail to realise how difficult even the use of 
water can be We advocate the necessity of milk foi children, but in areas 
where there are no cattle, it is notlung but mockery to the villager to insist 
(On a commodity that he cannot procure. Again, we suggest cottage industries 
for bettering of their economic condition, but where the raw material for such 
industries is not available and where there is no market for the finished 
product even if such raw material is procured, how is it possible for the 
villager to understand the value of developing cottage industries ? These 
examples can be multiplied a hundred-fold to bring home to us the necessity 
of undertaking village reconstruction m a moie comprehensive manner than 
we have ever visualised 

In my opinion, the next few years will be a testing time for our branches, 
and my advice as President of the A I W.C is that each branch should plan 
intelligently for the area it can reach. Let each branch for the next year 
take up one practical piece of work and concentrate on it, devote money, time 
energy, thought and experimentation to it, so that it might evolve as a pilot 
scheme to be multiplied a thousand-fold by the authorities when Governments, 
Municipalities or Local Boards have recognised its value. I have already 
given some indication of the type of work that can be undertaken These 
schemes may be creches, village social and health centres, housing, women’s 
industrial co-operatives, model kitcheVis with an emphasis on dietetics, industrial 
schools, etc , etc Our weakness, to my mind, has been that we ambitiously 
undertake too much and diffuse our limited resources into too many channels, 
with the result that in no sphere are we able to claim that we have made a 
definite contribution For example, at the beginning of each year our branches 
appoint a dozen or so sub-committees on topics - like Health, Education, 
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Fconomic* La!>oar Legislation, OK !l Libortlos, Social Disabilities otc etc.-Sab- 
Committee* that meet onco a month and Migudy discuss oach topic. With tho 
gmall numlwr of workor* wo can onllst and our llmltod financial resources 
this does not poem to me to !>o pood enough. I would rather our branches 
concentrated nil tholr strength on ono scheme and appointed individual 
moinlwr* to report to their Committees the dovolopmonts on tho al>o\o topics 
from tlmo to tlmo for joint action. 

I would liko to *oo a closer connection Ijetweon tho Branches and tho 
Control Office and that can bo established hy tho submission of a quarterly 
report of tho spoolalliod work undertaken by oaoh branch and a freo discussion 
of local proldems with tho Control Office for a solution to !>o arrivod at on a 
wider lxasis with tho guidance of tho Contro 

X would also like to suggest the centralisation of the Village Medical 
Health Schema, which was inaugurated with tho generous help of tho Skippo 
Fund London, six months ago and as it lias dovolopod undor the guidance of 
tho Bombay Branch. Wo are as 911 rod of a second and perhaps a third Health 
Van in time It would bo desirable to evolve a common policy for the working 
of each van, and direct tho work from tho Centro as the Branches may not be 
in a position to raiso tho necessary funds to get tho full benefit of the scheme. 
However this suggestion will be open to detailed discussion before any decision 
can bo taken 

I would also now like to suggest that we begin to think of organising a 
corps of scientifically trained workers whom we can utilise in all distressful 
emergencies such as famine and epidemics, floods eta for the purpose of 
helping with relief and rehabilitation work. During the last 0 years we have 
watched the distress caused by the Bljapur Famine, the Bengal Famine the 
Bombay Explosion, the Mai bo r and Orissa Famine, and in reoent months the 
misery due to tho riot situation In several provinces As an All-India Women s 
Organisation we have shared in the relief work on oach occasion, but have done 
it only by contributing financially to the call from each distressed area. 

I should like to see an A LW C social and medical unit fully trained and 
oq nipped ready for any emergency In any part of India. Work of this nature 
calls for a missionary spirit courage, and a sense of public responsibility 
Great service has been rendered through the age* by religious missions of 
various denominations. It Is my ambition to be able to find people, who would 
be Inspired by the greatest religion of all— jhe Love of Humanity— who would 
]>e prepared to faoe hardship to help the distressed to cure the suffering and 
rehabilitate the homeless Of course, we cduld not hope to organise such a 
unit nnless wo could find the money to jnaintain the personnel, for even such 
women, who are willing to dedicate themselves to the servioe of humanity 
must live 
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Another cause for winch wo should ondeavour to provide an adequate fund 
is the Representation of Indian Women at International Conloiences I am con- 
\ meed, that contacts made abroad will ho valuable to us in our struggle foi 
progress, and it is, therefore, neccssai v for us to send a strong contingent ol 
Indian women to Conferences abroad How often does it happen that the best 
women for such work arc not able to avail themselves of the opportunities 
offered, because they cannot alloid the expensive journeys, and \vc as an 
organisation cannot piovidc for financial holp to such representatives. India 
has a contribution to make to the world and Indian women have the strength 
and ability to put the case of their countiy in any Assembly In an official 
cupacitv, wo have seen that Mrs Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, tho only woman leader 
of a National Delegation at U K.O.. has acquitted hei self most creditably, and 
wc arc proud of tho fact We also recognise the good v r oik done bv Rai 
Kumari Amrit Knur at tho UNESCO Wc are equallv confident that our 
rcpresentatiN es u{ unofiical conferences would be able to destinguish them* 
selvos, provided w o arc able to choose them wisely, irrespective of the fact that 
they can or cannot afford (ho financial commitments 

Wc are fortunate m that the AI.W.C claims umongst its ardent adherents 
a large proportion of young women. The times, wo live in, call for enterprise, 
experiment, and hard work, and who is bettor fitted for undertaking arduous 
tasks with courage and self-sacrifico than tho voungor generation? Their minds 
are better equipped, their vision is clearer, their enthusiasm is more productive, 
and thcV are less shackled by conventions Thov are very conscious of the 
responsibilities they owe to our countrv and our people, and their earnestness 
inthewolk they undertake has been a very heartening experience for those of 
us of the older generation, who may not live to see the fulfilment of our dreams 
of ahappy, prosperous, and progiessive nation There is an old adage that says • 
“ It is better to travel hopefully than to arrive. ” Wo certainly are fortunate, 
for we have every reason to travel hopefully. Our satisfaction is none the less 
in tho knowledge that we arc privileged to contribute our mite to the regenera- 
tion of this great land of ours " 

The President then announced with pleasure the presence of Her Highness 
the Princess of Berar at the Conference and requested her to say a few words 

II. II Prtncesb Dui m Shehvar of Berar, speaking in Urdu, wished the 
deliberations every success e 

Shnmati Avunit Swaminathan , Member .of the Constituent Assembly of 
India, then said : 

' “ It is with great joy and pride that I stand here and see this very large 

gathering of women, not only fiom C P and Berar, but from all over India 

^ H H. Princess Durrn Shehvnr’s speech at a pobho meeting at Akola, held on the 29th 
December, 1946, and over which she -presided, forms nn Appendrv to this Report 
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It is also with great prido that wo wolcomo Shriraati Dhanvanti Rama Ran 
our President for tltla yoar Moro than our congratulating hor on hor oloction 
as tho Prosldont of tho A. I \Y 0 I fool that wo must congmtulato ourselves 
in having lior as tho Prosldont of this Oonforonco. Sho has for tho last so many 
> oars l>oon doing such good work for tho wolfaro of tho peoplo of India. I am 
glad that hor work has not boon confined only to tho women and children of 
India because tho work wo aro doing should bo dono m tonus of tho people of 
India, and not only in torms of tho womon and children of tho oountry 

It is a good sign for us to see so many womon around us to day, and to 
know that wo are no longor sitting at homo or bohind the purdah but have 
assembled to dovisowa>s of doing active work Today we stand in very 
difficult and critical period in the political history of Indio. "We have to take 
the full share and responsibility not only in tho attainment of freedom, but 
also in preparing oursolves -for Iwing worthy of it To bring security and 
prosperity must bo our aim. 

So many peoplo have said that wo aro contont merely with passing of rcsolu 
tiona. I entiroly disagroo with them I havo been a member of this Associa 
tion from its vory start When peoplo criticise us, they conveniently forgot 
that but for our activities during tho last 19 years, the women of India would 
not liavo occupiod tho position thoy aro enjoying today Having achieved this 
progress, wo must continue rigorously with our work and thus give a lead and 
guidance to the younger generations on whose shoulders the future rests. 

I extend my greetings to you all and particularly to our friends who have come 
here for this Oonforonco from abroad and who I hope, will enjoy their visit to 
this con try v 

Lady Rama Ran then Introduced Mrs Grace Lank ester Liaison Offioer 
between the A.I W 0 and a Group of British Women’s Societies, and said that 
Mrs Lankaster had always taken a great interest In India and Indian affairs 
and worked with enthusiasm far the Indian women s cause In England 

Mrs, Groce Lariketter said “ I have brought a message for this CJonferenoe 
from the Liaison Group in Great Britain which works in oo-operation with your 
Organisation. I also bring messages from the Womens International League 
for Peace and Freedom ( an organisation representing many countries ), the 
British Seotion of the Women s International League, and from the Women s 
Council on Indian Affairs to whioh sixteen prominent women’s organisations 
in England are affiliated. 

I am delighted to be -at another Annual Session, to renew friendships 
and make new friends. The last Session I attended was in 1937 at Nagpur 
Since then both our countries have passed through great Bufferings in different 
ways years of testing and trial, which have left their mark. I see evidence 
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of great advance made by the A I.W 0 , an instance of winch is this great 
gathering this afternoon I will take back with me vivid impressions of this 
Conference 

It- is also a great joy that this year my daughtei, Dorothea Lankester, 
has come with me as a second representative from the Liaison Group 

The work of the A.I.W C. is followed with great interest by our women’s 
Groups in England and they* are proud of the part Indian women are now 
playing m international affairs. I feel that we are living in a very sick world 
today and the germs of hate and distrust are still spreading We women 
everywhere must act as nurses and physicians to heal this sickness and prevent 
its infection. Armies of such workers are needed in every country, meeting 
hatred and suspicion with understanding and friendship 

Your difficulties are known, the frustrations under which you have 
suffered for so long are understood, but the women m England in peace-groups-^ 
look to the women in India to keep their faith in non-violent methods in their 
dealings with my country and with their internal difficulties. Internationally, 
if we put up tile moral fight together against war and oppression and for 
human rights everywhere with the strength of our spiritual convictions, we 
shall work as sisters to bring about a bettei and healthier world. 

In conclusion, may I assure the Conference that the women of Great ' 
Britain are one with the women of India in their fight for then just rights 
They are also very proud of the awakening among Indian women as exemplified 
by Mrs Yijayalakshmi Pandit, Mrs Hansa Mehta, and Rajkumari Amnt 
Kaui, who have represented Indian women at International Conferences ” 

The President, in introducing Mrs. Hilda Seligman as the next speaker, 
dwelt upon the new work which had been undertaken by the A I W.C. 
through the generosity and efforts of Mrs. Seligman She had founded the 
Skippo Fund in London by donating all the royalties out of the sale of her 
story book for children ( “Skippo 1 ' ) and had been able to send the first Ashoka* 
Akbar Mobile Health Yan to India for bringing medical aid to remote villages 
The President specially emphasised the fact that this humanitarian piece of 
work had been undertaken by Mrs. Seligman and all her helpeis for a distant 
country at a time when their own homes and cities were being bombed m the 
course of a total war She conveyed to Mrs Seligman and the other 
organisers and donors' of the Skippo Fund the deep appreciation and thanks of 
the Women’s Conference for their substantial gesture of good will which, she 
was sure, would have far-reaching beneficial results. She then invited 
Mrs. Seligman to address the Conference 

Mrs Hilda Sdigman said . “ I am sure that Ashoka and Akbar are here in 
spirit today and listen With joy to the report of our Ashoka-Akbar Health Yan, 
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which through Lady Roma Rau’s devotion and gonluR for organisation la 
within sis months of its arrival in Bombay, fronting a largo number of 
pationts o\ory day in somo of tho isolated villages in the Presidency You 
woudor why our Fund ia cailod tiklppo Fund Woll whon wo roeefved 
tho oncouraging message from Shrimati Raraaladov 1 saying that the A.I WO 
was prepared to maintain and oporato such a Yan I bad to tbink of bow 
to raiso tho monoy necessary for building and equipping It with all the beat 
that money could buy So in ordor to start tbo Fund 1 utod somo money 
raised by tho salo of ray littlo story book for children about a goat (common 
to East and Wost) who novor took 1 No” for an answer and ovorcamo all 
obstacles* This soomod symbolic of tho workore of tbo A*I W 0 who were 
ready to tako chargo of tho Van. 

The supportors of tho Skippo Fund in England sond you theLr good wishes 
and wilt I know bo amaxod to hoar all I sliall havo to toll them on my return 
Wo gavo you a Van fiUtd with all tho up-to-date idooe wo could find but tho 
''workors of tho A.IWO havo givon it a soul and boyond that, also very 
practical and untiring hands and foot to work for tho welfare of all , in tho 
spirit of your groat loaders — Ashoku and Akbar 1 

Tho Prtwdtnl thon cailod upon Lady Parcs a woll known worker of many 
years standing in tho women a movomont in England and who had come to 
Akola as tho roprosontalivo of tho International Allianco qf Women to address 
tho gathering 

Lady Pores said M Tho International AHlanoo of Women sonds warmest 
grootings and good wishos to this wonderful Oonforonoe tlio most remark 
able Assembly of Womon that I mysolf havo over soon. There has never boon 
anything liko it jn ray own country since tho days when we woro olamounrg 
for tho vote. I also bring personal messages from Mrs. Oorbett Ashby 
our Honorary President and from Dr Hanna Rydh the new President of 
tho Alliance who was prosant at your Conference last year 1 was present at 
a gathering in 1934 which mot to wish Godspeod to Mrs. Oorbott Ashby and 
Dr Maud Royden tho first womon to fly from England to attend the All 
Ittlia Women s Confer oboe In those days. It seemod a great adventure 
andattractod mnoh public interest. 

The International Allianco of Women was founded in 1002 by an 
Amorican Miss Carrlo Chapman who felt that national societies were not 
enough* At one time, 46 different countries were affiliated to it and at a 
oonforence held in Berlin there were 1 000 delegatee The Congresses ore held 
every three yours Tills year wo mot at Interlaken. 21 countries wore 
represented Two representatives attended from the AJ W O Miss Konda 
rsrvotldevl and the Maharam of Vislanagaram The Alliance Is very proud 
that Mrs Hansa Mehta has consented to be s Vice-President of the Allianco 
I recall with affeotlon that Lady Bema Ban was for many years a member of 
' the Board* j- 


MISs m’KIl 


27 


Sim c vonr lust Confot once vour count r\ has taken n gteat step foi ward 
to splf-go\ orumont We wish >ou well and hope that the women of India will 
)m\ o their great part to plnx in India’s futuie, lomombering the motto of the 
Alliance . I'Vjnal Kighta - Fqonl Hesponsihihties " 

Tin k/c;)', m introthicing Miss Mar\ Swenm as the next spoakoi, said 
that for 20 \oir*> she had been walking in America for the tause of which w r o 
were w’oi king here She had made a special studx of child pswhology and 
thev had an institute in Vmerica where children's problems wore si ionf lfically 
studied and methods deMsod for tickling them. Miss Sweem had come to 
India foi one \ ear and was atiMoiis thai the work that the\ were doing in 
America should also hi* start* d in Tndi i, 

Mi ss Mat if So Find “There are thousands and thousands of women 
in the United States, who w ish that the\ might lm\c the groat honour and 
l>rivilego that 1 hue todav to he present -it this lustorjc moment in the life of 
the All India Women's Conference, when mum of the things \ou lm\o worked 
fm and dreamed of tome into being as realities. No gioup of wnmon in any 
countrs have been watt bed with such sincere* s\ mpatln and odnnrntion by the 
women of the United States as the All India Women's Conference You have 
their profoundcst inspect for all you have accomplished, for vour courage in 
pushing reforms, and for n our \ ision for the future 

If I interpret aright the fooling and the thinking of the women of the 
United States, thc\ behove that India is the bridge between the East and the 
West India is tho groat gutow’nv through which mutual thinking and under- 
standing will pass Your service to W'orld understanding and world peace is 
of the deepest significance For the women of the w’orld have in their keep- 
ing the most precious heritage of civilisation, the children and the homes of the 
w’orld 

Who is iheie to say, that if the women of the w r orld will mobilise their 
spiritual strength their moral force, and their intellectual power, that we 
cannot stand on the threshold of a now’ world, key in hand, waiting to open the 
gates of plenty to all mankind " 

The Pi codcni then called upon Miss Lucke, representing the Young 
Women's Christian Association of America, to say a few words 

ilfts's Lucke said 4 The All-India Women’s Confei ence is being watched by 
the women of our Western World with admiration. I bring greetings from 
thousands of women in the Umlod States, from twelve of our American 
Schools of Social Woik, and fiom the members of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, who have known youi movement from its inception, and 
have followed with pndeyour couiageous work foi unity of action for social 
and legislative leform I am also autlioi ised to offer co-opei ation fiom om 
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Qovornraont dopartmonts of nodal son ico Particularly, tho Children’s Bureau 
and tho Women s Bureau of our Department of Labour In which I received 
my own first experience in social work, stand ready to holp in any way you 
roquost Thoro is greeting also from tho American Federation of International 
Institutes which has done pioneer work, in planning and training for sodal 
sorvico despite the difficulties of as many as thirty languages spoken in one 
city much illiteracy and \ory Iittlo mtorost in learning a common language. 
It will aond India nil it has Icarnod fn thirty yoars of experimentation, 

"W o in such institutions watch > our movoment closoly as ono of tho greatest 
womon’s movomonts of tho world Wo shall be proud to work with you We 
havo admired > our loodors who ha\o been our guests We havo especially 
admired your Mrs. Pandit whon she camoas a privato cldsen as well as/thls 
wintor in hor position of leadership in tho United Nations Organisation. We 
woro proud of tho contribution of India whon your Mrs. Hansa Mehta 
roprosontod >011 and hetown doop convictions at tho U N Oommittoe on the 
Status of Women. Wo have known and loved your Lady Rama Rau as tho 
Mothor in a charming book written by hor daughter while in an American 
Collogo No book on Modern India has boon more widoly read and keenly 
appreplatod In our country except Mr Nohru a. There is a genuine oegornoss 
In the United States to know India better We wish to movo in co-operation 
with you to creato a Iwttor world 

lira. j\ftthan J Ltrm^ Shoriff of Bombay— the first woman Sheriff of an 
Indian city— then grooted tho Conference and the President with a few words, 
and also oonveyed tho greetings of t]ie Bombay Presidency Oounolh 

Lady Rom Ran then introduced Sir Moropant Joshi as a distinguished 
resident of Aiuraoti and a great social workor in tho cause of women. 

Sir Morojmnt Jo.shi said When I receivod the letter of invitation from 
the Secretary of the A I W 0 I wondered what message could a man of 85 
years of age give But I then thought that the best thing I could do wag to 
give my blessings and wish overy success to the Indian women ■ movement 

A great awakening has taken place among Indian women { they have 
become conscious of their inherent rights. Let me, however aoand a note 
of caution It is essential that efforts should be made to improve the lot of all 
classes of women in the society particularly the poorer classes who dwell in 
countless villages of Indio, 

I am glad that you have prepared a Charter of Rights of Women The 
signs of progress and awakening ore clearly noticeable among the people of 
this country and the work of the A.LW 0 for the last 20 years has yielded 
good fruit. I am an optimist and I have every hope that whatever decisions 
are arrived at m this Conference will b? the b$at fpr the advancement of the 
women of India. - 
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ifa'iHnvi Bt'i/um Ifo&itn Ah Khan then proposed a vote of thanks, in Urdu, 
to the Chair, II II the Princess of Borar, the distinguished guests and 
members present, the Reception Committee, tho Volunteers, and all those who 
helped to make the Conference a success 

V/,s 7 'ambit Banndno. Branch Representative, Borar, seconded tho v ote 

of thanks 

Tho Session then adjourned till 9 A.M. ne\t dnj , 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND DAY-SUN DAY, 29th DEC. 1946. 

9 A.M. to 1 P.M and 2-30 to 5-30 P.M. 

The President, Ladp Jimnn Pot/, announced that throe sub-committees had 
boon formed, \ u , , 

( 1 ) Puhtn if 1 /, consisting of Mrs. Shiva Itao, Mrs. Mithan Lam, Mr° Renu 
Ohnkravarty, and Mrs Anusayabai Kale; 

(2) Set ulnim ^ fo 1 Xomi nation and I otmfj Papa s, consisting of 

Mrs Raksha Saran, Mrs Shantabai Kashalkar, Shrimati 
Pushpavati Mehta and Mrs Taraba’ Runadivc; 

(3,1 Tellci s, consisting of Miss Tara Hosangadi, Miss Shantabai Daund- 
kar, Dr Phularenu Guha, and Mrs Ayoshamma Balakri- 
shnan 

Dr. Afaltntbai SuUhaid.ai , Hon Treasurer and Actg. Hon General 
Secretary, pro tenu then took the roll of delegates present 

RESOLUTIONS 

K 

The following resolutions, expressing condolences w r eio moved from (ho 
Chair and carried unanimously, all standing for one minute — 

1. CONDOLENCES 

(a) This meeting of the All-India Women's Conference expresses deep 
regret at the loss of Mrs. Gulbanu Doctor, one of the Vice-Pre- 
sidents of the A T W C , and a much-loved social woiker of 
Bombay. It offers heart-felt condolences to Mr Doctor and the other 
members of his family 

(b) This meeting of the A I W C deeply regrets tho passing away of 
three great sons of India, 

( l ) Bhulobhai Desai, 

( 2 ) Rt Hon’ble Shrinivas Shastn, 

^ 3 ) Pandit Madan Moha i Malaviya, 
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at a timo whon thoir Borneo* to tho mother-land wonld have boon of 
Kroat Importance- It offorfl sincoro sympathy to tho mombors of 
thoir rospoctlvo families 

a CONQRATUI ATIONS 

Tho following resolutions wore thon moved from Mo Chair and carried 
unanimouslj amidst ohoora — ^ 

(a) Thia mooting of tho A I W 0 (h proud of tho fact that a vroman was 
appointed loador of a National Delegation to tho UNO It con 
gratulatoa tho Indian Delegation and particularly Mr*. Vfjaya 
lakshml Pandit, on thoir able advocacy of India a com in South Africa 
which lod to a great victory It further thanks all the nations who 
supported India’s just cause 

(b) Thia Gonforonco congratulatos Mrs. Hansa Mohta on her valuablo 
Work on tho Commis*ion of the Status of Womon nt U N O last May 

(c) This Gonforonco doeply approoiatos tho good work dooo by Uoj 
kumari Amrit Kaur as a momticr of the Indian Delegation to tho 
United Nations Educational Soolal abd Onltural Orff&nisatloTL 

{ d ) This Oonforonoo congratulates Mrs Mithan loam on being the first 
woman ohosen as tho ShorifI of Bomliay It wishes her a useful and 
constructive year of service, 

Tha President then asked the Sectional Heads, Momlwrs In Charge of Sub 
foots Editors of Roshni Secretaries to tho A I W 0 Fund Association and 
Save the Children Committee, and the Liaison Officer in England to present 
thoir reports of 1945 The following reports were presented • — 

ROSHNI (Hindustan!) 

Mrs. Hajrah Begum Editor 

The decision to print Roshni as a monthly journal In Hindi and Urdu was 
taken at the Hyderabad Session of the btanding Committee but the prelimi 
nary arrangements took a few months. It was only from May 1946 that we 
could print Roshni regularly 

In these eight months we have brought out seven issues of Roshni and 
the Special Conference Number Is now before the members We began with 
out any separate list for Hindustani subscribers and today we have about 400 
regular subscribers for tho Hindi ard about 100 for the Urdu In the legin 
ning we started with printing 500 copies of Hindi and 200 copies of Urdu but in 
five months we found that even 1 000 copies of Hindi did not suffice and we 
had to apply for doubling our paper quota, so that wo might print 2,000 copies 
pf Hindi in future- 
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Tile Editorial Committee consists of tlie following * Rajkumari Arant, 
Kaur, Lady Rama Rau, Mrs Sayani, Mrs Ramesliwari Uehru, Mis Pandit 
and Begum Hussain Ah Klmn It was with then valuable advice and help 
that Roshni could be impioved from month to month 

We, tried to make Roshni a means of educating those of our members who 
could not take advantage of English publications and foi the purpose we had 
as regular feature ai tides on Diet, Mothercraft, Legal Status of Women, 
Women in Industry, etc Secondly, we tried to encourage our vanoup branches 
to become mote active by giving them news of good work, being done by the 
A I.W C. and othei oiganisations, and news of women’s movements in the 
vanous'parts -of woild 

Thirdly, wo encouraged oui readers to discuss the problems of their daily 
life and we recieved veiy encouraging rosponse m the form of letters or 
articles about the problems of second marnage, divorce, housing, retiomng, and 
other such difficulties of the aveiage housewife 

Lastly, we attempted to enthuse our members by relating to them stories 
of women fighting for their rights 

At the request of our readers, we also included stories and simple poems in 
our recent numbers It has also been our attempt to make the journal as 
attractive and in eveiy issue we have given numerous sketches, illustrations, 
etc That our attempt lias been appreciated can be seen from the rapidly 
increasing demand foi oui magazine not only from our branch members, but 
from places in Rajputana, Assam, South Africa, etc. Some of the well-known 
papers such as Hainan Zaban papei of the Anjumam Taraqqi — Urdu — and 
Jan-Yug etc also gave us good write-ups and helped to popularise the paper. 

We encouraged ci lticism fiom oui readers and it was most heartening to see 
that oui readers do take the paper as their own, and, fieely and frankly 
criticise it 

The main criticism which, to a large extent is justified, lias been about 
language, but there aie many reasons for our failing to improve the language 
The mam reason is that our contributors, with the exception of Mrs. Rame- 
shwan Uehiu, do not send then articles in Hindustani. As a result, 'every 
article has to be translated and looses the literary style which every individual 
writer geneially has Secondly, the translators have had to be either men, who 
*• do not know much about women’s movement, or girls whose mothertongue 
is Gujrathi or Marathi Lastly, the composing and printing is done by Marathi 
knowing workers, -which makes the job of proof-correcting still more difficult. 

I think this difficulty can be lemoved next yeai 

< 

The Standing Committee sanctioned a sum of Rs 1,000 for the year for 
Roshni We have spent m all about Rs 3,860 for- our issues upto December 
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and tlio Conforonco Numbor will cost ub another Kb. 2,000 Of this amount, we 
Im\ o recovered rough!) Rs. 1,900 through salos of Roshnl and subscribers' fees 
and lmvo secured another Rs. 1 600 worth of advortlsomonts. Thus the 
A I W O will not lmvo spent much moro than Ks 1000 sanctioned by the 
Committee, Tlio amount spent on tho Conforonco Numbor is oxpocted to be met 
by salo of tho Number which is priced at Re 1 per copy and from advertise- 
ments which should got us nnothor fivo handrod rupees 

I should like to thank all branches which gave mo such splendid help and 
co-opormtion to popularise Roshnl and many of our mombors without whose 
actlvo holp Roshnl could not have boon produced 

ROSHNI ( English ) 

Airs. Lakshml N Alenoo Editor 

Tho Standing Committee meeting nt Hyderabad (Sind) in January 1946 
decidod to oonvort tho Journal Into a monthly publication and I was askod to 
publish It from Lucknow 'i'ho distribution was done by tho Central Offico 
Bombay This division of labour was not satisfactory for various reasons and 
from July onwards tho oditing printing and distribution of tho Journal was 
done from Lucknow' by tho Editor ' 

Finance . — Tho coat of publishing one mimbor approximates to Rs 300- 
lt varioa according to tho number of pagos we have. So far wo havo pubhshod 
10 Numbom, tho Novomber-Docombor Number bolng a combi nod ono The total 
coat for tho year is about Rs 3 000 Wo have permission to print 800 copies 
and even if overyono of the copies is sold there will still be a dofioit of Rs. 000 
to be provided. But faote aro different. 

Notwithstanding the docision of the Standing Commit too that each Branch 
should at least find subscribers for fivo copies no large-scale attempt has been 
made to Increase the number of subscribers Today we distribute 680 oopies 
Of these 260 Indian subscribers and 10 foreigners have paid their subscriptions 
Another 160 are realisable, which brifigs the total to 410. From November we 
have been sending out 26 oopies to foreign oountrios for purposes of exchange 
* and 30 copies inside the country (All the Bombay Mi maters aro given 
complimentary oopies. ) 

Adcertn*em*nt$* — Altogether we have pubhshod 5} pages advertisements. 
The prospects for next year are brighter ( I liave already booked 12 pages for 
Ponds Creams and Extracts and some pages for Tatas — more will be coming in-) 
The Government of India has put us on the list of recognised papers and we 
are likely to get their advertisements in future. I am also fn communication 
with many others and I am acre to get good response. 

In the mean time the Oommltee should consider the following suggestions 
( 1 ) The get op of the journal is anything but satisfactory This Is due to 
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tho absence ot printing fncilitio^ m Lucknow. There is no likolihood of (ho 
situation impro\ mg for another 2 or 3 ycais. 

(2) The editing, distribution, and managerial -work is too much for one 
single individual. There must he a co-ordinating organisation for the literary, 
publicising, and advertising work of the Koshm, both English and Hindustani. 
At present, the two editors work out their plans from different centres without 
any kind of help, guidance or co-operation from each other or from tho 
members of tho Conference. 

(3) Kvory member should fool free to criticise the production, contents, 
management of the journal, and also regard herself morally responsible for 
sustaining us \aluc as the official organ of the Conference. 

There is need for a womon’s journal to oxpiuin to tho public and women 
themselves, their status, thoir problems, and the countrj ’s piobloms. There is 
no point in forcing the journal on people, who give Kb 3, as a sort of annual 
charity I think, therefore, that wo should keep the subscription low and explore 
other methods of financing the \cnturo and improving it 

Tht Annual Xumbn is boforo tho Conference Tho cost of pioduction for 
3,000 copies is about Ks. 3,000, and wo havo printed 3,000 copios 

I have not triod to improve tho contents as, although I took up the responsi- 
bility of (lie task for gotting out the numbers and their distubution, the vast 
amount of correspondence leave mo hardlyuny time to attend to the quality of 
tho journal I shall bo vory grateful, if tho Committee will appoint some othor 
person, living in Bombay or Delhi or Calcutta to carry on the w r oik 

THE ALL INDIA WOMEN’S EDUCATION FUND ASSOCIATION 
Airs Sew'a Singh Gill, Hon. Secretary 

The Association has continued to sponsor tho development of the Lady 
Irwin College and has, in recent monfhs ( also considered the launching -of a 
scheme for the training of wolfare workers for rural and urban areas 
Mrs Rustomji has been its main inspiration For this latter scheme, a special 
fund is necessary and a Committeo has boen appointed to deal with this problem 

Lady Inun College — The progress of the Lady Irwin College has been 
maintained at its usual standard, Last year, a variety of giains, as substitutes 
for rice and wheat, weie tried out in order to popularise unfamiliar cereals 
m different provinces With the kind help of Dr Orkney, recipes weie collected 
from all over India and these were worked out and impioved upon by the 
Cookery Department. We hope that the recipes, which weie m then final 
form handed ovor to the Food Department, did succeed in making the new 
grains popular I 
E 
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Thin joar Mips Doulkar has boon oxporimonting on tho use of yoaflt from 
tho Hampton provided bj Dr Mitra of tho Food Department She has succeeded 
in building up nnd preparing a number of dishos sorno of whioh will be 
on exhibit in tho Cookorj Soction Inclusion of yeast in tlio poor man a dlot 
will nmko a markod Improvement in tho ijuality os it is tf eourco of viUmin B 
on vroll as proteins, Mias Doulkur bna boon sending rocipoa of dishes, with and 
without y oast, to tho Nutrition Soction of tho bood Department from tl mo to 
timo Lectures on Nutrition ond Balanced Diots are being arrangod for the 
Delhi Womon B League which is anxious to educate women of tho Mohallas on 
wise spending, on food It Is hoped that thoso looturos will prove useful. ‘The 
fruit preservation class was hold twico during tho year as In previous years ** 

Two oxtonsion courses in Cookery woro hold ono In Indian and the other 
In Fronch Cookery Tho attondonco in both those classes showed that they 
wore oquaUy popular among tho intornal and oxtornal students. 

Tho roport of tho Toaohors Training Department records: — “The Teachers’ 
Training Glass organised an Exhibition in Fobruary 1945, on. Planning of 
Model Lessons Tho lessons exhibited woro on Diotetios, Cookery House- 
wifory, Laundry, Hygleno and Mothercraft " 

The aim of the Exhibition was to show how teaching can be made interest 
Ing by the use of charts and models. Lesson notes, whioh explained the correot 
use of charts and models and thd treatment of tho subject matter were dls 
played at eaoh section The Exhibition was the first of its kind and it proved 
to be a valuablo project in rot&ing tho enthusiasm of the students They 
showed originality in making the oharts and planning tho models " 

Roport* of other old studonts particularly of those who have secured the 
Teachers Training Diploma in Homs Sclenoe have also come to hand. Of the 
156 folly trained graduates, over 100 liavo been employed in various capacities 

Miss Bhan, Deputy Directress of Public Instruction, Punjab wrote M A 
few ladles trained m your College are working in our schools as assistant 
mistresses or assistant Ins poo tresses of sohools for Domestic Sclenoe. They 
havo greatly improved tho standard of Cookery Laundry and Needlework 
... I wish it were possible to get moro Domestic Sclenoe trained 
mistresses from your College.” 

Six of the old students are on tho Teaching Staff of the Lady Irwin College 
and they liavo discharged their many duties with loyalty devotion, and 
efflofencj 

The literary and arbstio talents of the students have been given a new 
scope for expression In the past the Union Journal Jagrati and the Litsrary 
and Debating Society provided the main outlets. To these, have been added 
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tho class, Wnll-Newspapois, prepared in throe languages, Hindi, Urdu, and 
English In the report relating to this aspect of the students’ interests, it has 
boon claimed that the Wall-Now spnpcr has introduced a healthy spirit of 
competition and has raised the general standard and originality of the 
contributed articles and the artistic sketches. 

In regard to the Co operate e Society, tho year’s out-turn has been over 
Es 3,000 Tho Secretary, tho treasuier. and tho Post Mistress have been very 
keen on making a success of then job. Tho Sociotv is doing good work. 

Interest in village economic and social work formed the mam concern of 
the students of tho Teachers’ Training Class. The v-oek spent at Najafgarh 
and tho surrounding villages, with an intensive course of lectures on rural life 
and conditions, greatly increased their potentialities for service in the country 
areas Their Social Service League also has functioned as an active and 
enthusiastic body. Spinning w as added to the educational programme drawn 
up for tho College servants and their families Distribution of cloth, medical 
aid. and sick nursing were other useful aspects of then work- 

in conclusion, I would like to sa\ a woid about tho negotiations that are 
now taking place hotw-eon the authorities of the College and the Government of 
India It is proposed that a new Degree Course in Home Science be instituted, of 
wlucli the Government would bear tho majoi cost Plans and estimates of the 
new ? buildings are in the couise of preparation and a special committee is 
dealing w’ltb the academic and other aspects of this pioposal. If everything 
develops accord’ng to plan, tho Degree Com so might come into opeiation 
within a year from now 


INDIGENOUS INDUSTRIES 
Airs. Jayashri Raiji 

It is now an acknowledged fact, that the host method for ihe futuie deve- 
lopment of Industries in India, and for giving economic help to the pool people, 
is the levival and encouragement of our indigenous industries, on co-opeiative 
basis. How women can help the formation and development of Industrial Co- 
operatives, was explained by me in my first circular 

I have also emphasized the necessity of Gaining women organisers of 
Co-operative Societies, and had circulated a Scheme foi this A few days back, 
the Bombay Government had called a confeienceof those taking interest in 
Industrial Co-operative Societies The All-India Women’s Conference had 
received an invitation, and I had attended the confeience A resolution of 
giving suitable help to destitute women was passed and it was decided that any 
one of the following handicrafts should be taught to women, and industrial 
co-operative societies should be formed of these skilled women. 

The crafts are Spinning, Weaving, Tailoring, Knitting, Embroidery Work, 
Basket Making, Coir Making, Leather Woik, Fruit Canning, Paper Making, 
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Preparing Mnshnla, Papad, Achiir, and othor eatablos Painting, Draw 
ing Making Designs Printing and Calico Work, Batton Making Toy 
Making otc 

Tor organisation work, tho Government haa docldod to conduct training 
claeso* for women organisers I congratulate the Bombay Govornmont for taking 
up Oils work and hope othors will follow this oromple. Tho various Branchoa of 
tlio All India Women s Conference should ask thoir Governments to take up this 
work If tho Govornmont will bear somo cost for tho training of Women 
Organlsors, tbo cost for training will bo definitely reducod It would bo pos- 
siblo to conduct a training olass In Bombay in tho Summer Vacation say from 
tho lMh of April to tho end of May I request tho members to approach their 
Govornmonts, and to lot mo know the roply tboy rocoive as oarly as possible. 
Unloss a certain number come* forward for the training it is not possible to 
run tho class 

I am glad to recommond tho excollant work dono by the Baroda Branch 
In forming Consumers and Producers Co-operative Societies of poor and lower 
mlddlo class womon in Baroda Tho Brnnoh is running a co-op ora tivo cheap 
grain shop tho shareholders of which are womon from amongst Harijan 
Vaghari, and Pottors class Tho Branch has now started selling eatables like 
Papnd 8woets Moshalo, Choevda, otc prepared by poor women. 

The Bombay Branch was instrumental in organising a co-operative society 
of Mang womon, broom maker*. 

The Broach women successfully conducted a cheap grain flhop on 
co-operative linen, 

Poona hnB also a store run by the Poona Mohlla Mandai which helps to 
sell eatables and other artloles prepared by poor women. 

SKIPPO FUND MOBILE HEALTH VAN 
Dr Mallnlbal Sukthankar Member fo-Cbargo 

On the 16th May 1946 the Ashoka-Akbar Health Van was formally 
welcomed by the All-India Women s Conference, at the Reception arranged at 
the ^urderabal Hall in Bombay tinder the Presidentship of Shri B G Kher 
Prime Minister This Van has been presented by the Skippo Fund in London, 
which was specially founded by Mrs. Hilda Seligman for the purpose of bringing 
medical relief and promoting health education in Isolated villages in India. This 
Is the first Van to be sent out by the Fund on the undertaking that the Con- 
ference shall maintain and operate it, so os to get the fullest benefit from Ip. 
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The Van which was immediately handed over to tho Bombay Branch foi a 
year’s work, was put into a group of villages around Sanjan, Thana District, 
about 85 miles a wav from Bombay, whore there are aboriginal tribes oradivnsis, 
whose condition 1ms been utterly neglected in every way Not only are thoro 
no medical or educational services for them, but even food, sheltoi, and clothing 
are lmrolv available, and they are more or less isolated from modern amomties 
of life. 

«- 

The Van is stationed in Khattalv ad village A doctor, mn'sc, chauffeur, 
and cleaner are attached to it for full timedutv In tho morning, the villagers 
come to the Van for treatment and in the afternoon tho Van goes out according 
to a planned programme to certain villages. So ftn, a circuit of five Milages 
has been taken up In tho beginning, tho Mllngers were imited to come and 
see tho Van, and medicines were distributed to them Now that it has become 
well-known and popular, an average of 35 people msiI it dailv and altogothoi 
about 5,000 people have taken advantage of it 

The average monthly expenses incurred b\ the Bomhav Branch including 
salaries, medicines and maintenance costs of the Van, amount to Rs 1,000 
Lady Rama Ran, Chairman of the Bombay Branch, lias been able to get an 
anonymous donor to hear this cost for a year, and in all other wavs lias taken 
a keen personal interest m carrying through this work The Bombay Branch 
has formed a Village Mobile Van Com mttec, whose members pay regular 
visits of inspection over> month They arc now making plans foi expanding 
the work by building a permanent hospital and clinic neaibv 

The wrnrk that has been carried out by the Bomhav Branch in this new 
and unexplored field of practical social service, has been of a pioneei nature 
They are to lie heartily congratulated on the splendid progress they have made 
within seven months and tho interest they have been successful in aiousing 
for tins type of serv ice 

As previously decided, the Van will revert to the centre next May, for 
being handed over to any other Branch w hicli may apply for it. There is no 
doubt that the work wdiich can bo accomplished through such a mobile Unit, 
can attain a tremendous importance, especially if co-oidinated and linked up 
With medical facilities already in existence Also the intei est and assistance 
of the local authorities, lesidents and, workers, when roused, should prove to be 
of immense value both materially and psychologically. 

There is one other aspect of this service, which is of great importance, viz , 
the preventive and educative side of health Special stress will have to be 
laid on ante-natal and post-natal work Obviously, propaganda through exhibi- 
tions, Cinema slides, demonstrations, etc , will be a powerful factoi Health 
visitors must he there to visit and promote this work Dais m the villages 
should also be given some training In fact, we must try to make the village 
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ft self supporting unit while the Van fa thoro to holp Thon again in any 
omorgoncj medical holp should Imconio available* through such mol)flo units 
to nnj IkkIj v, ho sooks It in an omorgonc} , and not only to those who cannot 
liavo an\ othor aid A plan drafted on theso lines has boon prepared and 
will Jmj a\ailnhlo for anj branch starting tho work of Mobile Health Vans 

CULTURAL SECTION 

Mrs, Komnlfl S Dongerkery, Member ln-Cflmge 

At tho outsot mention must bo modo of tho sories on Indian Embroidery, 
contemplated in year 1&45 artd tho first booklot on Kasutl of Karnatak 
which was scheduled to bo out l>\ Docombor 1945, It was unfortunate that the 
Aundh Publishing Trust which had undertaken the work took so long over 
it Wo wore Informed in Juno 1 946 that on account -of the coloured 
illustrations the printing was difficult and thoy would he ablo to tell us whether 
they could do it successfully or not only In the lieginnlng of August Late 
in tho yoar the contract with tho Aundh Publishing Trust wns terminated 
and tho publication work lias now l>een takon over by ThaoVers Ltd and 
It is hoped that beforo the ond of tho year tho book will bo out 

Sovoral fields of work Including Juvonllo Lltoraturo had been suggested 
in last yoar s report Mrs Hansi Mehta our President advised that as 
Juvenile Literature was an Important field of work whloh had boon sadly 
nogleoted we should concontrato our attention on this subject to mako it a 
potential factor in nation-building nctlvity, and that this should form the main 
work of tho Cultural deotion. Thoroforo work was started on this subject 

A questionnaire was drawn up and circulated to librorj association In 
the different provinces, and to persons interested In this work to .review the 
existing position In ordor that it may serve os a basis for future work 
Persons who could write with authority were requested to write articles to 
be included in a symposium entitled 8nrvey of Juvenile Literature in 
India." It has been possiblo to bring out a neat little book — Part one of Juve- 
nile Literature in India M 

It deals with the following languages 


1 

Marathi 

by Mrs, Kamalabai Tilak 

2 

Urdu 

Mrs. Asaf Fyiee 

3 

Tamil 

Srimati Pargarayaki Thatam 

4 

Kannada 

Prof V Sitaramaiah 

5 

Punjabi 

Prof Jogdisb Singh 


Oar sincere thanks are due to these writers who have so ably put forward 
the cause of children 
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This gives a comprehensive idea of the position of Juvenile Literature at 
the moment, deals with its historical aspect and also points to the defl- 
uencies and has several suggestions to offer It is hoped that the suggestions 
made therein with regard to an All-India Publishing House, a Central 
, Bureau foi Research in cluldien’s literature and a subsidy from the Central 
Government towaids this woik will soon materialize The remaining important 
languages will be dealt with in Part II which will soon be published. 

Work on Indian Embroideries is proceeding, and . material has been 
collected on Kashmir and Cutch embroideiy with the help of Mrs. Rameshwan 
Nehru, and Prof. S N Dliar through the A I S A ( Kashmir Branch ) and 
Mrs. S M. Kaikini ( Cutch ), to whom I am grateful 

As decided at the Standing Committee meeting in July, 1946, at Calcutta 
-that this section should organise an entertainment to augment the funds of 
the Central Office, a show, “ Deewar ” was organised m November, 1946, which 
realised Rs. 1,686-0-0 by way of donation, Rs 1,548-2-0 from sale of tickets and 
"'Rs 118-11-0 from Zholi collection, made by Mr Prithuiraj Kapoor during the 
show The show was a donation from Pnthvi Theatres, and the only expenses 
incurred were, very small, for the printing of tickets This was* met from the 
income of Rs 224/y from a social arranged on the 14th of November, 1946, 
AIWC Day. A donation of Rs 101, was given to the Pnthvi Theatres, 
Zholi Fund for Noakhah and the Distressed Areas, as a token in appreciation 
of the donation of the show from them I wish to express my thanks to all 
those who have helped me in the work of the Cultural Section. 

REPORT OF THE LIAISON GROUP IN ENGLAND 
Mrs. Grace Lankester, Liaison Officer. 

The work of the Liaison Group m Great Britain during past year has been 
more full of interest and usefulness than during the difficult years of the war. 
Contacts are made now more easily than was possible then. 

It was a parti culai joy to have with us last spring the President of the 
AIWC, Mrs Hansa Mehta who stopped in London for a brief visit 
emonte to New York, where she did valuable work on the IT N.O Commission 
on the Status of Women. We are glad that Begum Hamid All is going shortly 
to New York to carry on the same good work Shrimati Konda Parvatidevi 
and the Maharam of Vizianagaram, delegates to the Fourteenth Congress of 
the International Alliance at Interlaken and Rajkuman Amnt Kaur, on her 
Way to the U.N.E.S C O. meetings, in Pans in November, visited England 
We are intensely proud of the part that Mis Pandit has pleyd m Internationa] 
affairs as leader of the Indian Delegation to the United Nations Assembly 

Miss Agatha Harrison on her leturn from India m June gave a vivid 
accpUnt of the months she spent m India, 
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Tho A I W C Control Offico Secretary askod for Htoraturo and Information 
regarding work for tJio wolfaro of womon and children In Great Britain, for tho 
nostra roll Imroau Tho Liaison Officer mot with a ready rosponso from 
Officials In tho ministries of Food, Health Education and tho Children s Depart 
mont of tho Homo Offico and also from voluntary organisations such as National, 
Council of Social 8crvicc, tho Collogo of Midwives, tho Nationhl Baby Wolfaro 
Council and sovornl othors who liavo all promfsod to koep your Research 
Bureau suppUod with tholr propaganda and reports. Miss DIcldnson also made 
contacts with tho Arts Council for tho samo purpose. Mcnjbors of tho LinUon 
Group will alwajs Ikj glad to holp visitors from India to see something of 
tho social work that Is Iming carried on in England 

At tho requost of tho Foreign Relations Officer A.IWO, wo liave 
be6n glad to bring holp In suggesting contacts with womon a organisations 
and thoir porsonnol In Asian countries wo -shall follow oagferly all dorelop^ 
monts as regards tho Intor- Asian Conforcnco noxt yoar In Dolhl 

Tho Liaison Group Committoo oontinuos to havo Mrs, Oorbott Ashby as its 
Chairman with Mies bolomon rs Hon Socrotary and Miss DIcldnson as Editor 
of tho Bullotin ami Hon. Troesuror Mrs Lankostor remains Liaison Offioor 
Tho Committoe has boon strongtbonod by tho co-option of several now individual 
members wltli exporience and knowlodgo of India Including Mrs. Handoo 
It would welcomo a roprosontativo no ml mi tod by tho AJ W 0 

Miss DIcldnson says that tho nows Jotters of the A.LW 0 arc always 
interesting and do much to make each issue of tho Bulletin really useful and 
worthwhile 

The Committoo greatly appreciated the Invitation of the A.I WO to 
attend the Annual Soealon at Akola as special visitors The Liaison Group 
is glad to appoint the Liaison Officer and Miss Dorothea Lankester as their 
representatives. 

Tho Liaison Group has bolped to eduoate public opinion in Great Britain 
with regard to India s right to freedom May we hope that when her freedom 
is assured a new fro ind ship may develop between our two countries and over 
more useful co-operation in the years that lie ahead 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY CENTRAL OFFICE 

During tho year under review work has prooeeded In the Central Office 
under the main heads of publications distribution of “RoahnT coll option 
of information and oontaot with foreign countries. Owing to the increasing 
pressure of work a typist was engaged from March this year to assist the 
Secretary The main features of the work are as follows — 

Publications —The Symposium on “The Education of Women in Modern 
Irelia " was published In the month of September Royalties at 10£ of the 
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published price on copies sold, payable to all the various authors who very 
kindly wrote for the Conference, amounted until the 30th June, 1946, to 
Rs. 529-3-0. Every author has made donation, either in full or in part, of 
her- royalty to the Central Office for -its Publications Department as under: — - 


Shrimati Kamladevi ( Tract No 1 and Book 
No. 1 in Cultural Series ) 

Mrs Renuka Ray ( Tract No. 2 ) 

Mrs. Kitty Shiva Rao ( Tract No. 3 ) 

Mrs Hansa Mehta (Tract No. 4 ) 

Dr Hilda Lazarus ( Tract No. 5 ) 


Rs 

100 

79 

90 

52 

36 


As. P. 
0 0 
1 
14 
12 
4 


Total donated ... 358 15 0 


An Editor's Royalty at the rate of 5% of the published price on books sold, 
amounting to Rs 264-12-6 was paid’by the Publishers also upto 30th J une, 1946. 
It accrued as profit to the Office The Office has also, as usual, received a 25^ 
discount on books bought by it for sale or distribution. After adjusting all 
accounts, the net profits of the Publications Department amount to Rs. 347-7-6, 
since publications were started. 

With regard to the book, ‘ Towards a National Theatre ”, the President has 
agreed to the request of Shrimati Kamaladevi that she withdraws it from the 
A.I.W C. Series after the first edition is sold out, for the purpose of bringing out 
an enlarged edition privately. The President has also acceded to the request 
<5f Mrsc J.'M Kumarappa that, after the present edition is sold out, she be 
allowed to edit and bring out an enlarged symposium on “ The Education of 
Women in Modern India ” privately. 

This year having been a difficult one for publications of all types, the 
printing of documents such as the “ Charter of Women’s Rights & Duties”, the 
Memorandum on “ Plannmg for National Welfare ”, and the “ Report on Tea 
Plantations Labour ” was unduly delayed Several firms which were approached 
for the Conference Publications were unwilling to take them up. Now, 
however, a new Agreement has been signed with Messrs Thacker & Co Ltd , 
and a Paper Quota has been obtained 

Under the new Agreement, a symposium edited by Mrs Kamala 
S Dongerkery, on “ Juvenile Literature m India” has already been published 
The book “ Kasuti, Embroidery of the Karnatak ” also by Mrs Dongerkery, is 
due out to be next month. In spite of all efforts to have it brought out before 
this Session, the publishers were unable to put it through, owing to the high 
standard of production aimed at and the technical work entailed. The fofiowing 
manuscripts are waiting to go to press. “Industrial Co-operatives” by 
Mrs Pupul - Jayakar, “A Common Civil Code” by Mrs Mithan Lam, and 
“Some Careers for Women” by Mrs. Avabai Wadia, 

F 
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Distribution Of Roshni — Tn accordance wltli tho dooision of tho Standing 
Committoe it its mooting in HyJorabad (Sind), tho Roshni has boon distributed 
from the Office (savo for tho English number which was takon ovor by tho 
Editor from August) In continuous co*oporntion with tho Editor a now lilt 
of subscribers has boon Iruilt up Thoir names havo boon card-indexed and 
in other ways propor business officioncy is being striven for A sum of 
Rs 1 689-4 0 lias passed through tho Office altogothor in respect of Roshni 
subsoriptioTS and payments (Rs 485-0-0 for English and Rs, 1,204 4*0 for 
Hindustani Roshni) 

The number of subscribers are now as follows Hindi 458 TJrdu 91 Tho 
number of loose copies which aro sont to Branches and others come to 650 Hindi 
and 200 Urdu approximately ovary month 

Information & Research Rtireau • — («) On the President s instructions, figures 
are being collected at present on ( 1 ) the number of mamagea whloh haye 
-taken, place under the 8peclal Marriage Act ( III of 1872) for 1944 1945 and 
1946 j and (2 ) the number of prosecutions launched against child marriages 
during the same period of time The Registrars of Marriages and Dlstriot Court 
Magistrates in all the Provinces have been approached for This information, 
and it is ooming in slowly 

( b ) At its Calcutta Meeting in July last, the Standing Committee instructed 
tho Secretary to oompfle an All India Dlreotory ef Institutions for Womyn and 
infornjation is being gathered for this A fair amount of data has Already ctftno 
to' hand and if every Branch will kindly co-operate by sendnv in names of 
institutions in its area It win bo possible to make the Directory roally comprehen- 
sive and informative and to publish it within the next few months ) 

{ c ) A list lias been started of names of Trusts or Societies which award 
scholarships for purposes of study err for welfare s oh ernes 
1 (d) The Madias Branch sent in a request for the names of women members 

df Legislative Councils Assemblies Munci polities and Looal or District 
Boards throughout India Tho relevant Government authorities have been 
circularised for this porpeso and whatever information has oome in has been 
passed on to the Branoh It is complete as far as the Legislatures are 
Concerned but not yet as-to the numerous Municipalities and Local Boards^. 

{ « ) Information is being oollooted from countries abroad on measures takon 
by governmental or serai official agencies for tho welfare cf women and children. 
Replies have been received so far from gwitieriand, the Netherlands Brasil 
Sweden Donmark and England. Some of the Information is in foreign languages 
As for England Mr* Lunk ester the Liaison Officer was approached, and she 
ha* very kindly made Contacts with the Ministries of Food Health aixl 
Education, and the Childrens Welfare Department of tho Home Office ai*i 
prlvale organisations. 
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International Contacts. — With ihe cognisant c of die Meinboi-in Charge, 
Foreign Contacts, Newsletters lm\ e been continued to bo sent to the London 
Liaison GrouPi which have appeared in their Quarteily Bulletin The third 
Newsletter w'as also sent to Mine Atmna 1B1 Said m Egypt and Dr Hanna Rydli 
in Sweden Both replied, appreciating this new T s service and have indicated 
that items out of the Newsletters will lie printed in the journals of their 
organisations. The last Newsletter has been sent to all tho above-mentioned 
and, in addition, to Mrs Jessie Street foi the Austialinn Women’s Digest 
and to the All-Ce\lon Women s Conference 

Bcfcicnre Libum/. — A valuable gift of about 145 books has been made by 
the Servants of India Sociotv to the Reference Libiary at the Conti al Office, 
for which oui grateful thanks have been conveyed to them The books, which 
deal with matters regarding women and children, are chiefly important English 
mnd American publications Press-cuttings lm\e been continued to be filed 

U JV. 0 — Following upon the arrangements made by the President, letters 
and forms w ere receded fiom the Secrotaitat of the Social and Economic 
Council regarding formalities to bo fulfilled in order to be placod on the list of 
organisations in consultation with the Council. Detailed data which had been 
called for was supplied and the final reply is now r nw'aited 

Genet al — The Employment Bureau projected last year has not been put 
into operation on a l e-consideration by the President, of all the circumstances 
Instead, the request foi co operation of the Regional Director, Government 
Employment Exchange, was acceded to, and membership on Ins Advisory 
Committee accepted It appears that Government have still not settled the terms 
of reference for this Committee and, therefore, it has not been convened as yet 

Dr. Mahnibai Sukthanhcu , Hon Treasurer, A I.W C , then submitted the 
audited Statement of Receipts and Expenditure foi the year ’ending 3 1st 
October, 1946. * Proposed by Masumn Begum Ilosnui Ah Khun and seconded 
by Mis LaiiShmi 21 Motion, it was adopted unanimously^ 

At the request of the Pi evident, the following Visitois from abioad, who 
had brought messages of good wishes fiom diffeient oiganisations abroad 
spoke to the audience . — 

Mis. Grtace Lanlestei fiom Women’s International League foi Peace and 
Freedom , 

Miss Doi othea''Lanlceste) fiom Young Bntam, 

✓ 

Lady Penes from the International Alliance and the British Commonwealth 
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Mtaa Qodleu (Eng’artd) from tho British Federation of Business and 
Prof awio.inl Women and 

Mrt fenny son of tho Frlonds Service Unit of England and Ame lea. 

Lady Rama Ran thanked all tho representatives of tho different countries 
for the trouble they had taken In coming to tho Conference and for their 
interest and cooperation. 

FOURTEENTH CONGRESS OP THE INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE 

The fyendeit then asked Shriraatl Konda Parvatldevl Leader of the 
Delegation to tho Fourteenth Corgroas of tho Internntloral Alliance of Womon, 
at Interlaken, Switzerland to givo a report 

ShnmaU Konda Parvatidan said : ' Tho Fourteenth Congress of tho 
International Alliance was held In the month of August, 1940 at Interlaken 
Switzerland Tho AU-Indla Women a Conference appointed Shrimati Vidyayatl 
Devi tho Maharanoe of Vijayanagnram and me as delegates to tho Congress. 

Tho Congress was presided over by Mrs Corbet Ashby Dolegatos from 
many parts of the world numbering 130 attended the Congress They oamo 
from Great Britain, UB A., Australia, Egypt, Ufcral no New Zealand Palestine 
and some other countries 

Tho Congress commenced its sittings on August 10 and continued for 7 
days The reports of tho various associations In different countries were read 
including that of India. 

The opening session of the Congress began with the speeches 
by representatives of the Swiss Government, the Municipality of Interlaken, 
and the Association of Women g Suffrage Then followed the Presidential 
Address The leader of each delegation was then asked to address the 
Congress. I spoke on the non-*violent struggle for Independence of India 
carried on under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi and the great sacrifices 
made by Indian women along with men in that struggle I also spoke of the 
work done by AXW 0 and the Charter on Women s Rights and Doties. 

On the night of the 11th August the Alliance gave a reception to the 
delegates The dlscusslo *s on the draft resolutions took plaoe on the 12th, and 
on succeeding days. The speeches were mostly in English and in French. 

The resolutions were very comprehensive dealing with political social 
economic, and educational aspects of life For example the Congress noted 
with horror and indignation the calamities and destruction that the recent war 
lnfHo.ed.nn humanity It appreciated the -work that was done till then by the 
United Natiors Organisation. The -Congress hoped that if the U.N O 
would work with perseverenoe and ardent seal It could succeed in preventing 
International wars and conflicts 
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The Congress oarnostly desired that democratic forms of Government 
shoulii 1)3 established n all countries The Congress also looked forward for 
the day, who a 1 1 all countries no distinction remained between men and women 
in connection with appoi ltmonts in judicial, administrative, and political 
departments, so that women might havo tho opportunity to contribute their 
share in the discharge of tho responsibilities for the welfare of the citizens and 
the good of the statos. 

Public meetings were held in tho towns of Bern, Thoune, and Interlaken 
where delegates of the Congress spoke. 

At presont, mostly European women are taking interest in the activities 
of the Alharce In future, the women of the Eastern countries like India, 
Burma, China, and Japan should join hands with them in a larger measure and 
bring to the fore-front, tho problems of the women ” 

THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S SECOND 
* CHARTER CONFERENCE 

The President tlion requested Mrs. Mithan Lam, Leader of the Delegation 
to tho Australian Second Charter Conference, consisting of herself and 
Miss Kapila Khandwala, to give a report. 

Mrs Million J Lam said: “ I had the honour to go to Australia as the 
leader of the delegation on behalf of the AlKTndia Women’s Conference to the 
Australian Women’s Second Charter Conference, held at Sydney from the 
4th to 11th August this year 

Mrs Jessie Sheet , a famous and dynamic personality, ‘and one of the leaders 
of the women’s movement, whom we had the pleasure of welcoming at oui 
Conference at Hyderabad ( Sind ) last year, was the President of the Charter 
Conference As is well known, in 1943, Mrs Street and others framed the 
Australian Women’s Charter of Rights which was passed at their first Conference 
The second Conference was called to make certain amendments in the Chartei 
and was called “ Win the Peace ” Conference, for Australians feel, as do other 
conscious, enfranchised women all over the world, that women must work as 
hard to win the peace, a real lasting peace, as they did to wm the war, and 
that women must work now before it is too late, and make their voices heard 

Though there was some opposition from the older and more conservative 
women’s associations,? 2 women’s organisations were affiliated to the Conference, 
ranging from the Housewives Association to the Hotel Employees Union This . 
Conference was not intended to be a new organisation, as Mrs Street 
explained later but was meant to be a co-ordinating body, co ordinaimg the 
work of organisations with similar aims, and providing them with a platform 
to express their views and work for equality for all, irrespective of race, 
colour, or sex. 
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Boforo the Conforonco storied its work formally two very interesting 
functions wore arranged for tho Intor-stato and tho international dologatos On 
the 3rd a rocoptioo was given by tho Poopio s Council of Culture nt tho Teacher* 
Federation Hnll It w as a vory friondly gathering; I spoke on women in 
India and Miss hhandwain aliout tho cultural movements in India, especially, 
tho work of tho Indian Pooplos Theatre Association, 

Tho Conforonco startod in tho morning of tho 5tb with the consideration 
of tho Constitution, Tho YWOA ontranoo hall was banhod with flowers 
Tho Conforonco hall was docorntod with tho flags of tho United Nations and 
with ban nors boaring slogans Atomic Euorgy For Life Not Doath, ‘Full 
Employment and Social ‘■Jocurlty ar*d many such slogans On the wall behind 
the rostrum was a big lxinnor with tho l»adgc of tho Ohartor Conference with 
tho words No Justico Without Equalitt round tho outor band of the circle.. 

Dcrmf 2Tary Qilmoro DBE, formally doolared tho Conference open This 
great woman was 81 years old that day and was givon a rousing ovation 
Welcoming the delegates she said It is out of such gatherings as 
those that international and individual progress grows for the history of womon 
is the history of civilisation No country gives greatly to civilisation— and 
especially to meroy and justice if its women are not free just as no race or 
country gives greatly if ruled by another 

Messages were then read I road out the message of the AJ1 India W omen s 
Conference sent by our President Mrs Hansa Mehta and gave them our 
greetings for a very successful Conference 

There woro two sossiona overy day dealing with various topics, with a 
different Chairwoman to conduot the meeting The Charter itself was a very 
comprehensive piece of work dealing with every disadvantage which women 
suffer in tho world 

Some of the important points of the Gharter may be briefly enumerated 
(1) The elimination of sex discrimination by amending tho Constitution. (2) 
The wmo status opportunity remuneration, and responsibility -to be given to 
women as to men (3) Better help and facilities to be given to the mother and 
homo maker (4) Improved health and community facilities (5) Better 
education direotod towards peace and international undorstershug (6) Removal 
of all Injustice and freedom for all oolonlal people (7) Fair deal for the aborigines 
(8) Application of Atomic Energy for peace and human welfare 

There was a hot discussion on the resolution which asked that home 
makers should bo endowed by the State by a personal endowment of 30 shillings 
a week It would givo a certain amount of economic Independence to tho 
woman Other speakers stated that this claase would come in the way of tho 
increase in the wages of the woman worker and that tho best solution of this 
question was to press for an inorease in tho basic wage t o 
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- On the 6th} the Hon’ble Mr C E Martin, Attorney General for New* 
South Wales, spoke on the ‘ Family Relations Bureau ’ He cited figures to 
show that divorce was on the increase m Austiaha, giving the causes as being 
( a ) hasty war-time marnages, ( b ) long seperation of the spouses on account 
of the husband being oveiseas The Bureau was started with the object to 
pi event marriages being broken up 

The Confeience passed a resolution recommending amongst other things 
that solitary confinement^, corporal punishment, and capital punishment be 
abolished Resolutions on Delinquency, Alcohol, Equal Moral Standard, and 
Venenal Diseases were next taken. One of the speakers stressed the point that 
liberal use of alcohol, was accoiding to experts and medical men one of the 
greatest contributing factors in the incidence of Y D ‘We spend moie 
money on liquoi than we spend on education, she said vehemently ’ 

Public meetings weie also organised by the Confeience in the evening 
after its regular sessions, which weie addressed by the international delegates 
and pi eminent Australians wheie some of the important conference resolutions 
were adopted At one of these meetings, I spoke about the work of the AU- 
India Women’s Conference, stressing oui work during the Bengal famine, our 
agitation foi subsidised milk scheme, and what we aie doing at present to com- 
bat the food shortage I also spoke about the women in professions in 
India At another such meeting Miss Khandwala spoke about the Chartei 
framed by the A I W C , and the trade union movement, and the food crisis 
facing India 

But the most interesting ‘ domestic ’ resolution was the one dealing 
with the-aborigines of Australia They are the onginal inhabitants of Austra- 
lia, but they do not get a fan deal in their own land They were not given 
the same educational facilities as the whites, though many of them were capa- 
ble of advanced studies, nor did the basic wage apply to them. Their wages 
were low, and in many instances on the reseivations and the mission stations, 
they were not paid their full wages, a substantial amount was banked, but 
the aborigines nevei seemed to get them again 

I was asked to speak at the Unitarian Chuich both in Sydney and in 
Melbourne I chose as my subject ‘ Peace and the Colour problem ’. I dealt, 
with tho ‘White Austialia Policy’ theiem and stated that coloured peoples 
however educated and capable of living according to western standards, were 
debarred from settling in Australia, merely because of the colour of their skin 
and that was a thing that greatly hurt the coloured peoples. I was also asked to 
speak on the an by the Australian Bioad Casting Corpoiation at their * Guest 
of Honour’ hour 

- The last function of the Conference, and perhaps the most attractive and 
impressive from the ordinary woman's point of view was the great procession, 
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when nearly two thousand womon marched through tho streets of Sidney 
with tholr hoads hold high marching confidently and roaolutoly with the 
bannor of tho Conforonco proudly hold high. 

Whorovor wo wont, wo wore rocoivod with groat kindness, warratb, and 
courtesy os representatives of India* "Wo tried to establish good contact* and 
have Buococdod in doing bo, and to promoto foolinga of goodwill toward* India. 

The President oskod Miss Knpila Khandwale tooond Do legs to to Australia, 
to speak. 

Mies Khrmdxcala said The Second Australian ‘Women’s Charter Con 
ferenco was hold in Sydnoy .from tho 4th to 11th August, 1046* To the 
Gonferertoo camo dclogatos from India Franco Jugo-slovia and New Zealand 
Tho Soviet dologation of six loading womon was prevented from attending the 
Conference 

Mr* Jessie Street presiding over tho mooting In her woloome address 
pointod out that tho Charter Conference worked for oquallty of all Irrespective 
of nationality or raoo or sox 

Dame Maru Gilmore, feminist, writer poetess and Labour Pioneer formally 
declaring the Conference open said The History of Women is the History 
of Civilisation No oountry gives greatly to civilisation If its womon are 
not free 

Mossages of greetings were received from fraternal organisations all over 
the world including those ffdm Madame Nfna Popava ( Moscow ) Mrs Eleanor 
Roosevelt (USA) and Miss Ellen Wilkinson ( England ) 

There were two sessions a day and each session had its own Chairman 
The Charter passed by this Conference is a most valuable document and a blue 
pnnt on whloh women can build to achieve the objective of tho Conference 
vis Equality for all irrespective of Sex. The Charter deals with ( 1 ) Elimination 
of Sex Discrimination; ( 2 ) Equality of Status, Opportunity and Pay between Men 
and Women | (3) Full Employment and Security (4) Fair Deal to the 
Aborigines ( 5 ) Freedom to the Colonies and Use of Atomlo Energy for Peace 
and Welfare of the World. 

There were resolutions, asking for a just and lasting peace, increase in basic 
wage child and mother welfare, education and prison reforms, better conditions 
for nurses and increased pay for women The Conference also discusssd a 
scheme for improving family life and providing ample opportunities for working 
women to develop tholr Intellectual and cultural pursuits 

Mrs. Mi than Lam speaking on some of the resolutions stressed the need 
for a-falr deal to the coloured nations, she also appealed for food for India, and 
explained the A. I W O s work. 
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I spoke to the Conference of the tragedy of Bengal m 1943 and reminded 
them that an equally great famine threatened to take the lives qf millions of my 
countrymen, unless timely aid was received by India in food-stuffs, money, and 
medicines It was pointed out by me that the situation was'aggravated, because 
India was not free to develop her resources as she liked The Conference 
responded to this appeal for help and resolutions to help India with food, 
medicine, and money were adopted 

*\ 

The Conference concluded with a Peace Demonstration led by Miss Francis- 
a co-student with Uday Shankar in Pans It was stressed by all who attended 
that there could be no peace without unity and freedom People of all lands 
must insist that the Peace Conference shall not fail, that selfish interests shall 
not prevail over the interest of the peoples of Ihe world, that Atomic Energy 
must be used for life and not for death, and that its control must be with 
the UNO It was truly a grand finish to a very successful conference 

The Charter Conference and -the Australia India Association arranged for 
meetings for us m various state-capitals There are a few organisations' m 
Australia, which are genuinely interested in India and eager to establish clo&e 
contacts with some of our organisations These are ( 1 ) a few Trade Uniorfe, 
(2) The Australian Women’s Charter Conference, and ( 3 ) The Australia India 
Association The last named organisation actually collected nearly Rs 100,000 
for India and sent it to Bengal for famine relief in 1943 It is most essential 
to build up contacts with these organisations in the interests of goodwill and 
progress of both the countries 


SECOND SITTING 


Sunday, 29th Dec. 1947, 2-30 to 5-30 P.M. 


Lady Ram Rau, President, called upon the Blanch Representatives to read 
out to the Conference the reports of work done in their respective Branches 
during the year 1946 Several of the reports were read 

Dr. Malimbai SukthanJcai , Actg Hon General Secretary announced that 
annual reports from the following Branches had been received — 

ANNUAL REPORTS FROM BRANCHES# 


Andhra 
Bengal East 
Bengal West 
Bhopal 
Bhavnagar 


Bombay 
Calcutta 
C P South 
Cochin 
Delhi 


* — The Brunoli Annual Reports are printed, separately. 
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Gujarat 

Gwalior v 
Hyderabad ( Dn. ) 
Hyderabad (Sind ) 
Indoro 
Junagadh 
Konkan 
Madras 
Maharashtra 


Mysoro 
Orissa 
Phaltan 
Punjab Centra! 
SangU 
Tamil Nad 
U P Agra 
U P Oudh 


THIRD SITTINQ 


Monday 30th December 1946. 
Education 


The following resolution was then movod by Mrs. Tarabat Modakt — 

‘ This Conference is of the opinion that tha work of educating children 
undor six yoars should bo taken up by worn on and reoommonds that all the 
Branches of the A I W C should — 

(a) conduot Pro-Baslo Schools under their direction for the poorer classes 
In oitloa and villages , 

( b ) conduot a Child Guidance Clinic for problem children} 

( c ) wberevor possiblo conduct training classes for teaohers, organisers 
and workers of Child Guidanco Clinics 

(d) send teachers to be trained for Nursery Schools and Child Guidance 
Clinics, every year till they have a sufficient number of teachers; 

( <0 see that organisers and supervisors appointed by them, have general 
training so that they have a clear idea of the types and requirements 
of Nursery Schools j 

(/) conduct series^of short courses on motheroraft and first-aid for 
mothers 

It is further of the opinion that the Conference should carry on this 
work for a period of five years after whioh period It would desire the 
Government and local bodies to continue the work as an integral part of the 
Education System 

Mrs. Tarttbai Modal (Bombay) stressed the fact that whilst higher 
education received soricwB attention tho whole quoation of ohfld education 
wan neglected on the ground of lack of monoy The ogee of 4 to 7 in a child 
were most important but neither parents nor educational authorities were 
sufficiently mindful of thoir duties In this respect with the result that owing 
to a dofeotivo foundation our children grow up Ill-equipped and often unable 
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to stand on {heir own logs in the world Pre-Basic Education had so far been 
confined to middle class children, but it must be extended to the pooror 
classes also, and only women can undertake this work 

Child Guidance Clinics in large numbers were another necessity, where 
Children’s problems would bo dealt with scientifically. Every Branch of the 
Conference should conduct such a clinic and scholarships should be gianted 
in this line 

Trained mothers too wero an urgont necessity and child welfare should 
be a compulsory subject for girls m the Matriculation and Degree courses. 

Miss Kapihi' Khonduala (Bombay), in seconding the resolution, said in 
the course of her speech, that Nursery Schools should be established in 
every corner of India This would not only help Pnniaiy Education, but 
also increase adult education, as the paronls of children will naturally be 
influenced by the beneficial results derived from Nursery Schools and Child 
Guidance Clinics Sho urged upon tho Conference the necessity of instituting 
Refresher Courses and carrying on propaganda in this direction at the 
earliest opportunity 

Mi <? Kawtlabai Nimbhat (Bombay), Mi s Nahmbai Rathe ( Berar ), Mis. 
Krishnubni Joslu ( Bombay ), d/rs Kal nidi bat O/iatc (Berar), Mis Taiabai 
Patwardhan (PJmltan ) and Mis Indnabai Mai/deo ( Maharashtra ) spoke on the 
resolution after which it was passed unanimously. ' 

The following resolutions were then moved from the Chan and carried 
unanimously : — 


Railway Travel 

“This Conference deplores the continued hardship of Third Class 
passengers on Indian Railways It demands more convenience, less 
crowding, and great cleanliness in Third Class compartments 

It further urges that there should be more women’s compartments 
and women inspectors to attend to the comforts of women passengers” 

Communal Unity 

“ We, the women of India, representative of all faiths and communities, 
place on record our feeling of deepest shame and horror’ at the inhuman 
conduct of our countrymen in the recent happenings in Bengal, Bihar, 
and other parts of India. While expressing our deepest sympathy with 
thp victims of the atrocities, we pledge ourselves in thought, word, and 
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dood to Btrivo for communal unity and poaco upon which bo largely 
depends tho froodom and progress of our country To this ond, wo cnll 
upon our Branches to 

(a) form Unity Committees j 

( b ) organise joint relief committees and collect funds and clothing : 

(r) send delegations of women of all communities to the affected 

areas; 

(f/l givo training to women In self-protection and organlso volunteer 
crops 

World Peace 

1 This Conference welcomes the disarmament proposals recently 
accepted by tho United Nations as a concreto symbol of the World b desire 
to establish real and lasting peaoe 

Mito So&aJtfalhetc (UP Oudh ) then moved the following resolution* — 
Adult Illiteracy 

In vlow of the fact that no scheme of national education can be 
successful so long as adult illiteracy exists this Conference calls upon 
ovory one of its Branches to organlso a volunteer corps and initiate the 
work for its eradication in their respective areas before ^e next half 
yearlv meeting 

She said that the removal of illiteracy was only a part of the work 
which had to be done to bring about social and political reform Poverty, 
ill-health, and ignorance go in a vicious cirole When illiteracy is removed 
self-respect is created in the Individual and when self-respeot is created 
half the battle is won. 

The problems whloh China had to face were similar to those which 
confronted India at preeent During the period of war literacy in China 
increased by 60 per cent. The best course which should be adopfed to increase 
literacy in a big country like India was to form what are called Each one 
Teach one ” Bands a practice which had been followed with success In other 
countries 

A reorganisation of the system under whioh Night Schools and Training 
Glass os for adults and the Nursery Schools for children were at pfAseht 
functioning in many parts of India, was necessary j the defects which the 
system contained should be remedied and a new dignity given to them so 
that they could beoorae pop ular among the masses and thd'purpose for which 
they were establiah&d fulfilled Only then would illiteracy be removed as had 
been successfully done in a huge country like China. 
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Miss Shanlahai Daundkai ( Bombay ), in seconding the resolution, suggested 
tliar no scheme of national education could achieve guccess, unless there were 
special well-organised volunteer coips for removing the existing* illiteracy 
among people The idea was not only to spread, literacy but also to retain it, 
and for this purpose libraries would be of immense help Literacy did not 
only mean the abihtv to sign a name. The literate person was one who had a 
position in the society, in the country, and in the world at large The present" 
night schools were quite useless, as education could not really be imparted in 
the night when one was tired Therefore, some other suitable time should be 
found She hoped that every Branch of the A I W.C would begin this work 
by organising a volunteei corps. 

Mi s. Savitu Bajan (Madras), Mis Indti abut Bapat (Maharashtra), 
Mis Usha ffaldci (Bengal West ), Mis M B Lakshmainma ( Mysore ), Shu 
Sushila Mehta (Gujaiat), Mis. Sushilabm Ac/ashe (Berar), and Mis Umahai 
Kundapm ( Karnatak ) suppoited the resolution, and it was passed unanimously 

Teachers 

(a) “This Confeience urges that throughout the country, the number 
of institutions and scholarships for the training of teachers be 
greatly increased, and 

(b ) The conditions of service, status, and salaries of teachers be adequately 
improved ” 

Shn Hanoi ama Satin (Benaies), in moving the above resolution, said 
that a great responsibility devolved upon teachers, who weie charged with the 
task of educating the whole country She regretted that owing to the very 
high cost of living in the country, the lot of teachers had become moat pitiable 
on acoount of their low salaries. Their financial worries made the teachers 
lose interest in their woik, and hence education of the people suffered This 
explained why the teachers’ profession could not draw an adequate number of 
recruits these days 

Shu Suiasivah Baiidtt ( Baroda), seconded the resolution She said that 
she had experienced the sufferings of a teacher and, therefore, appealed to the 
delegates to pass this resolution 

Shmnnti Pin an Mehta ( Punjab ), moved that the following be added to clause 
( b ) of the resolution : “ Pay should be fixed according to the recommendations 
of the Pay Commission Stability of service should be guaranteed ” 

Moving the amendment, Puran Mehta said that the word “adequately” in 
the second para of the resolution did not convey anything definite and it was 
necessary to put down a certain minimum limit below which the pay of a 
teacher would not fall ^ She said that the first part of her amendment -vyould 
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onsuro a minimum of Rs 60 oa salary rocommondod by tho Pay Oommi salon 
as nocossary far reasonable living Of course this applied to Primary School 
teaohors 

Continuing sbo said that tho numbor of toacbors were decreasing 
appreciably, owing to tho low pay and uncortaln conditions of service and more 
and more teachors wero joining professions whore they hoped to be letter off 
and had moro rellof and leisuro It was thoreforo, necessary that the 
stability of tho sorvico should bo guaranteed 

Mrs Yamuna Mokashi (Bombay) socondod tho amendment The 
amendment was accepted by the mover of tho resolution, Mrs Manorama 
Satin Mrs KamaUtmmn Darnppa (Mysore ) Mrs Kameehioaramma ( Mysore ) 
Ur ft. Shania Manktshrcar ( Nagpur ) Sftn Sudha Hoy ( Calcutta ) Sftn Sarla 
Sharda ( Ajmer ) Shn Usha Qogtc ( Maharashtra ) Mrs Ckaphskm ( Berar ) 
Mrs Sharda Ka&halkar ( Sangti X and Mrs RaUa Begum ( Hyderabad Dn. ) 
supported tho amondod resolution which was then passed unanimously 

Cottage Industries 

The following resolution was then moved by Shnmatt Joyasbi Bmji 
( Bombay ) ■ — 

This Conference is of the opinion that one of the best methods 
to rehabilitate our rural economy and thereby give help to the poor 
people is the revival of our cottage industries on oo-operative basis 
It is further of the opinion that in order to provide a sufficiently 
large number of trained persons to organise Industrial Co-operatives 
Government* should provide training fa mil ties 

She said that those who had read the China Bills of Democracy would 
see for themselves how the industrial development of China was brought 
about through the medium of what were called Industrial Sobools run on a 
co-operative basis It was necessary that we-tn India should devise the beat 
methods of helping the poor people In villages She mentioned that In her 
circulars to the Branches she had explained the methods by which women's 
Institutions could take up this work of organising cottage industries In the 
villages While some of the Branches were mnning Industrial Classes for 
training poor women in various arts and crafts they had not studied the 
problem of how the various cottage industries oould be encouraged through 
them after they had completed training A scheme had been prepared by her, 
indicating how cottage industries could be developed on proper lines Industries 
such as basket making ooir-making toy making button-making spinning, 
weaving food canning etc. otwld be revived through our women on o CO 
operative basis to eliminate the middleman's profit. 
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In Bombay where she had organised a society, women were now earning 
As. 12 per day, by the elimination of middleman’s profit, in place of only As 3 
from broom-making industry It was necessary that a study of other 
industries m different villages should be undertaken, so that women might 
be helped more and more 

Many women organisers would be needed for startfng cottage industries 
and if one or two women from each Branch would come forward, she was 
prepared to start a centre in Bombay. The scheme would provide employment 
to many women workers and help them to earn upto Rs 100 per month. 

Mrs Manoramabai Chaphekar ( Bombay ), m seconding the resolution, said 
that the cottage industries m India held a very important place in national 
economy of the country “If we leally wish to help women”, she said* “we 
must organise these cottage industries, so that millions of poor toiling workers 
may earn a reasonable livelihood. Cottage industries are also very useful for 
'Organising women and for solving their economic problems ” 

Mrs. Sai asivatibai Inamdcn ( Konkan ), Miss Kusum Patkar ( Baroda ), and 
Mrs Shi nmtibai Kalantre (Sangli) supported the resolution, after which it was 
put to vote and carried unanimously. 

Child Labour 

“This Conference demands total abolition of Child Labour in this country 
within the shortest possible time 

During such period as is required for the achievement of total 
abolition, this meeting urges upon the Government of India to evolve 
programmes immediately to provide medical care, health services, and 
educational facilities to child workers and ratify conventions of the V 
International Y-abour Organisation, fixing minimum age for admission to 
service, minimum wage, and prohibition of mght work 

This meeting expects members of the Association to take up the cause 
of improving conditions of Child Labour ” 

Mis Shanta Mukheiji (Bombay), in moving the above resolution, said 
that the destiny of India depended on the children It was, indeed, tragic that 
the children of the poor were being exploited by capitalists and made to work 
m fields, factories, and shops for long hours In Bihar, children of 4 to 5 
years age were working in factories for 10 to 12 hours This was also the 
case in several other Provinces The consequence of employing child laboui 
was that a large number of children went blind The condition of children in 
India was becoming worse day by day. 
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It was tho duty of tho Conforonco to cxort Its utmost offorta to sec- that 
the Government of India abido by tho conventions of tho International Labour 
Organisation whioh prohibited children from working for more than 6 hours. 
It was really shocking that while Government had enaciod suoh a law It was 
not faithfully observod Tho conditions of labour for children until there was 
a total abolition of child labour must bo Improved Government must fix a 
minimum wage, provldo medical health and educational services prohibit 
night work and abovo all strictly enforce a limit of 6 hours of work per day 
as per the Convention 

She urged all the Branohes of the Conference to take actlvo steps and 
work for tho improvement of tho conditions of child labour In tholr respective 
Provinoes 

Mrs. Knshnabai Joshi (Bombay) seconded the resolution She said that 
it was really tragi o that children in this country had to wor£ in factories 
fields and shops at an ago whon they were supposed to go to school and loarn 
good habits so as to become good oitlrons in the future It was the duty of 
tho members to Improve the condition of these millions of innocent ohildren 
who were being exploited by capitalists in defiance of the International Law 
with impunity without walking for Government to abolish the Law permitting 
child labour Ohildren must be educated without whioh their condition in Ilf? 
would not Improve 

The resolution was put to vote and passod unanimously 
A.IWC. CHARTER, AND MEMORANDUM 
Mrs Lakshm W Menon ( Lucknow ) proposed the following resolution — 
" This Conference endorses the Indian Women s Charter of Rights 
and the Memorandum on Planning National Welfare drafted by the 
Standing Committee of the All India Womens Conference and requests 
membera of the Constituent Assembly to incorporate their fundamental 
points in the Constitution of the Indian Republic ” 

She said that the Indian Women s Charter oontained the fundamental 
rights of women in respect of education, health, and soolol servioea eoonomio 
progress and moral standing and other aspects of life affecting women. In 
relation to the problems which the country was facing today The most 
Important demand of women was for relief from household drudgery In whioh 
95 per cent of Indian women were involved This was a just and fair -demand 
In a civilisation where the barriers 'of caste creed or statu* had no place, and 
where human values were of paramount consideration 

This was the age of Charters There was no reason why we should not 
have an Indian Womon s Chartor As wo grew and dovoloped, wo would 
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„ become more educated and more conscious of our rights, and so we would have 
to ask for many more rights What we had asked for m the Charter were not 
our final demands 

India was on the threshold of freedom and was to have a new regime 
However, we could not expect a complete change m outlook in social matters 
Our political progress had not brought about a progressive social outlook 
Therefore, even though we got freedom, our organisation would have still to 
continue in existence and strive foi our natural and just rights 

Referring to the legal rights of Indian women, Mrs Menon said that it 
was with great difficulty that they had deleted the word “Hindu” from their 
demands so as to make them applicable to all communities But, unless they 
had one common law superseding the laws of different communities, it would 
be difficult to achieve their ideal of legal rights 

Mis Baksha Saran{ Delhi), in seconding the resolution said that the con- 
dition of women had not materially improved all these years Women should 
enjoy equal rights with men in pubhc life, and they should hold the same 
positions in Municipalities, Councils, etc That was the foundation 

Woman should have a legal right to get a certain share in her husband’s 
income, whatever the income of the husband may be Also, there should not be 
any discrimination between a boy and a girl by the parents Both should 
enjoy equal rights in education, marriage, and other aspects of life Mrs Saran 
hoped that the Charter would soon become the law of the land. 

Shnmati Kamaladevi ( Bombay ) moved that the resolution be amended by 
'the addition of the following . — 

“It also appeals to the Interim Government and the Provincial Govern- 
ments to recognise that the social function of the State consists in procur- 
ing a minimum of well-being for all its inhabitants In order to procure this 
objective, a Social Service Ministry should be instituted at the Centre 
and in each Province ( a ) to mobilise all available human power to supple- 
ment the regular existing educational, health, and other services and ( b ) to 
initiate such new services for women and children as do not exist at 
present ” 

She said that all their demands had been embodied m the Memorandum 
submitted to the Interim Government, which bad assured them that it would be 
Carefully considered Now that we had our own Government, it was tome 
that we pressed for the installation of a Department, whose function would be 
to look to Social Service. The political leaders of India, in spite of their well- 
meaning intentions and anxiety to achieve their objectives, as early as possible. 

H 
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hod to contond with a lot of rodtopo in Govornmont* She hopod that a woman 
mombor would bo appointed in the Intorim Government so that tho cause of 
women would be properly served 

It was also nocossary to bring tho matter before tho Provincial Governments 
Sho urged all tho members to read tho Memorandum and to tako stops to bring 
it to the attention of their respoctivo Provincial Governments 

Mm Kitty Shiva Kao ( Delhi ) in seconding the resolution said that a 
Social Sorvico Ministry was the most urgent thing that they Deeded at present 
In the Memorandum great stress was laid on the words totally mobilised 
We should have moro pooplo for medical health and educational services and 
every able-bodied man and woman in tho country should work in villages and 
towns and contribute his or her service in tho cause of the nation. There 
wore in India at present 50 000 doctors while two millions were actually 
noodod out of whom about 70 000 should be tcomen doctors There wore about 
65 000 bods available in hospitals for a total population of 400 millions ( Le 
one bod for 6 000 men and women) There should be at least 7 beds available 
per 1 000 considering tho present poor standard of health and vitality of 
the pooplo 

Measures could be undertaken from now so that these servloes woro 
adequately increased in course of time One way of expanding the s&ciai 
service was by making it compulsory for every nurse, doctor or health 
visitor after he or she had been fully trained to work in a village or In A 
town, or in a hospital far the degree. This had been done in other countries 
and it should be done In India too 

Practical ways and means of Implementing the resolution should bo 
suggested to Government. 

The amendment was a ooop tod by the mover Mrs. Lakshml N Monon. 

Shrt Puran Z)a* Thakxtrdas ( Punjab ) Mrs Lxjjjavctt Hooja ( Punjab ) and 
Mrs. SavUn Rajan ( Madras ) supported the amended resolution which was 
carried unanimously 

MATERINTY BENEFIT UK1ISLATION 

The following resolution was moved by Mrs, Shantabai Mukksrji 
(Bombay) J — 1 

** This Conference draws the attention of the Government of India 

to the necessity of framing a composite Maternity Aot, paid out of a State 

Insurance Fund with uniform moan urea for the whole of India, being made 

applicable to women workers in regulated and unregulated Indus tries mlnoet. 
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and plantations, nurses and women teachers, and all working women, and 
it further recommends the extension of this service for all women 
working in their homes ” 

She said that women who had to work for their own living had no 
provision for' maternity, although they were m urgent need "in this direction 
Women had to work in factories, fields, and in many other hard occupations 
and mnce they had no maternity benefits, they were, in fact, starving It was 
the duty of Government to help them by providing facilities for maternity 
welfare 

A Health Insurance Fund for the benefit of workers should be instituted 
by Government to which the Factory owners, the labourers, and the Government 
should contribute" While the law regarding maternity benefits had been 
passed by many Provinces m India, it had been enforced in only a few of the 
industries in which women 1 were working The Branch Representatives should 
see how this law was working in their Provinces and help the Conference in 
its fight for the rights of labour 

Miss Kusum Patkai (Baroda), in seconding the resolution said that in 
many factories it was the rule that whe nwomen workers became pregnant, they 
were discharged from service. It was the duty of Government to see that 
they got all the facilities which were due to them under any civilised Govern- 
ment , 

Mrs. Yamutai Kirloslcai ( Maharashtra ) supported the lesolution, after 

which it was put to the vote and carried unanimously 

WOMEN WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND PROFESSIONS. 

Mrs Shantabai Mukhei ji (Bombay), moved the following resolution . — 

“This meeting urges upon the Government to take measures for 
improving conditions of women workers (a) in industries and low-paid 
professions, by fixing a minimum living wage, where it is not in operation , 
(b) for providing facilities for community kitchens, creches, and nursery 
schools ” 

She said that women workers had a double responsibility of ( a ) earning 
their livelihood and ( b ) looking after their homes It was, therefore, quite 
reasonable that they should enjoy adequate facilities The wages of women 
were always very low and the hours of duty comparatively long A minimum 
wage, community kitchen, creches, and nursery schools were the minimum 
requirements of women working in industries and professions 

Miss Sudha Apfe ( Baroda), seconded the resolution She said that work- 
ers in the mines did not get sufficient wages to maintain their families and were 
subjected to many hardships and inconveniences, wherever they worked 
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Government must roaiiso that both man and womon contribute eqaafly to the 
bollding up of the nation and dosorvo oqual consideration. 

Shrt Konda Parvathydevx (Andhra) supported the resolution, after 
which it was put to tho vote and carried unanimously 

LABOUR UNREST 

Tho following resolution was proposed by Mrs Manjuia Gandhi 
( Bombay)* — 

Taking noto of tho unprecedented strike-wave among workers spread 
ing all over tho country this meoting oxhorts upon the Central and 
Provincial Governments to frame amolloratlvo measures of Labour 
Welfare) based on adequato wage payments removal of unemployment, 
proper housing and social insurance without resorting to suppression of 
strikes by repressive measures ” 

She said that the present wave of strikes all over the country wos- 
unprocodented in history and it had affected women workers os well Tho cause 
of this phenomenal upheaval among the labour olaas was due to the increased 
oost of living and their consequent demand was for a living wage in the form of 
bonus dearness allowance or pay Besides there was the demand for adequate 
loave with pay and provident fund 

As a result of the closure of factories owing to the cessation of hostilities 
nearly 50 lacs of workers were going to be thrown out of employment 
Labour deserved a fair deal from the present popular Governments in the 
Province*. She regretted that by the passing of the Industrial Relations BUI 
the only weapon in the hands cf the labour for the enforcement of its Just and 
right demands was sought to be taken away by Government 

Mrs Soria Gupta (Delhi) seconded the resolution. She said that so for oertain 
people were under the impression that the workers were being instigated by 
unscrupulous leaders to go on strike in order that thereby the workers oould"" 
aohieve something or the other The real cause of the strikes lay in the fact 
that the cost of living had gone up considerably and the workers being just 
human beings had to follow the only course open to them The conditions 
under which workers lived were most appalling and were not at all conducive 
to their own as well as to their children s health. 

Miss Sudha Roy ( Calcutta ) moved that the words, without resorting to 
suppression of strikes by repressive measure* be deleted artl the following 
be inserted instead after the words ** social insurance ■ — 

and to set up tripartite committees Including representatives of worker* 
and employers in every mill and Industry for prompt disposal of dispute^.'’ 
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She said that in every industry thei e must be a committee appointed to 
arbitrate, when disputos arose betweon the workers and the employers. This 
committee should be composed of Government officials, mill-owners, and 
labourers 

Dr. Phulrenu Gnha (Calcutta) seconded the amendment 

The amendment was accepted by the mover. The amended resolution 
was carried unanimously. 

Alllk 

t 

The following resolution was proposed by Shi l Kumud Chaudhan 
( Bow bay ) : — 

“ This Conference strongly condemns the decision of the- Bombay 
v > Government to withdraw the Subsidised Milk Scheme, which has proved 

of immense benefit to 3 lacs of children, and pregnantmnd nursing mothers 
f m Bombay. It is firmly convinced that the Scheme should be further 

extended and should form the basis of similar schomes in other Provinces ” 

She said the new Milk Scheme to be introduced- bv Government was going 
to be managed by those very milk merchants who uSed to adulterate milk 
If Government wanted more revenue m order to meet the deficit arising out 
of the present Subsidised Milk Scheme, which was a boon to the poor people, 
they should tax the mill-owners instead of the poor who were already 
burdened with a number of taxes. 

The present Subsidised Milk Scheme was benefiting more than 3 lacs' of 
children, pregnant and nursing women in Bombay, This Scheme came into 
exi^fcpnce after a lot of agitation by the people and now that the Government 
ha$ announced its abolition on the grounds of heavy cost, there was widespread 
regyp.t among the poor and middle-class people to whom the Scheme was very 
useful. Children were the foundation of the future nation and they were to 
be saved from under-nourishment and consequent ill-health, the Scheme must 
be continued by Government at any cost 

r 

Mrs Tndirabcu Deodhar ( Maharashtra ) Seconded the resolution She said 
that Government were going to extend their new Milk Scheme to Poona 
Doctors and food specialists had frankly admitted lhat the food which the 
people eat today did not contain adequate vitamins In spite of this fact, it 
was astonishing to see that the Government should discontinue the Milk 
Scheme, which had been of such great benefit to the people, and thus deprive 
the young children rand their mothers of what little nutrition they were 
getting for the last couple of years . ; 

Mrs Kamalobai Sohm (Bombay) and Mrs Indirabai Bhajekar (Maharashtra) 
supported the resolution after which it was put to the vote^and carried 
unanimously. 
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Interim Government 

Miss LitUamam Naidu (Hyderabad Da) moved the follojving resolution — 
“While welcoming the formation of a Representative National Govern- 
ment at the Centre this Conference expresses its hope that -the schemes 
for the early withdrawal of British Troops from India and Indian Troops 
from abroad will be implemented without delay 

Bhe said that she was in agreement with the spirit underlying the resol u 
tioo She read out the relevant passage from the Viceroy s statement on the 
British Cabinet proposals and pointed out the terras on which the political 
leaders had aocepted the said proposals. The question of the withdrawal 
of British Troops had already been taken up by all tbe political parties In the 
country and the Interim Government bad already Initiated schemes for 
withdrawing British Troops and bringing back Indian Troops to India. 

Btffitm Hafin ( Hyderabad Dn, ) in seconding the resolution said that 
they were all proud of the fact that at long last an Interim Govammsnt 
jpresontative of all the elements of Indiaa political life was installed. Sho 
as confident that the Government would now work for the solution of all 
roblems facing the country and ehe therefore asked the members to allow 
n opportunity to the Interim Government to work out their programme 
&lmly 

Mrs. Renu Chakrxnxirty ( Calcutta) proposed that the resolution bo accepted 
o the following amended form J- 

Whilo welcoming the formation of the Interim Government at the 
Centre thie Conference express* it* hope that the plane for an Immediate 
withdrawal of British Troops from India and Indian Troops from abroad 
will be Implemented without delav ; and that there will be a rapid 
Indlapisation of the Army and an early Initiatioo of sohemes foWthe 
nationalisation of industries " 

She said that It was not sufficient to ask for the early withdrawal of 
the British Troope but a rapid Indianisation of the Army Also that Sardar 
Baldev Singh, the Defenoe Member once stated that it would take 45 years to 
Indianise the Army Indians were now quite competent to hold the most 
Important position*, but unfortunately these were denied to them. In I or 
opinion her amendment adding the wards an early initiation of sohemes for 
the nationalisation of industries” gave force to the resolution by indicating 
what the people expected from their own Government apart from the 
withdrawal of British Troops and the Indianisation of the Army 

Mrs. Mm\jtda Qandhi (Bombay) seconded the amendment, whioh was 
accepted by the mover The resolution, thus amended was then put to vote 
and carried unanimously 
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Legal 

The following resolution was mo\od by M> s Kittij Shiva Jiao (Delhi) : — 

(1) “This Conference desires a rc-oriontation of tho logal status of women 
in Indian Society It urges the immodiatc'considoration by tho Central 
Legislature of the Hindu Code Bill. It recommends the introduction of 
clauses which will uphold the principles of equality os defined by the 
Charter of Women's Bights framed by tho A I.W C. 

(2) This Conference demands thnt wherever customary laws allow 
divorce amongst Hindus, women should havo equal rights with men in 
getting redroFs under theso laws 

(3) This Conference congratulates the Bombay Government on passing 
an anti-polygamy bill 

(4) This Conference deplores tho dowry system ( Jahaiz ) so universally 
practised in India It earnestly appeals to all public-spintod poople to 
rid society of this eul" 

Mrs Jyolsnn Mchla (Indore ), seconded tho resolution 

Shri Pitshpavaft Mehta ( Gujarat ) moved tho following amendment to the 
resolution : — 

Add after Clause ( 2 ) : “ It also appeals to the Indian States to bring their 
legislation into lino with that of British India ” 

Shrimati Devi Muzumdar ( Junagadh ), soconded the amendment which was 
accepted by the mover. 

Miss Aniuarwalla (Hydorbad-Dn ) supported tho amended resolution after 
which it was carried unanimously 

Constituent Assembly 

Mrs Manorama Satin (Benares), moved the following resolution 

“Whilst welcoming the opening of the Constituent Assembly, this 
Conference earnestly hopes that it will soon be fully representative of all 
sections of the people of India and operating as a fully sovereign body, 
its task of framing the Constitution of a free and democratic Indian 
Republic, may be successfully achieved 

It further recommends that the members of the States to the Constituent 
Assembly should be elected representatives of the people ” 
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Sho urgod that tho reproeentativos on tho Constituent Assembly should be 
those who wore eloctod by tho peopio and not appointed at random as was done 
at prosent owing to tho dofoota of the present Constitution. 

Shrt Vldi/avct i Sdh ( Punjab ) sooondod the resolution 

Miss Mamhunlcda Sen ( Calcutta ) moved that the resolution be amonded by 
the addition of the following at tho end of the socood para — 

M It is of tho opinion that there should be no-oompulsory grouping of the 

Provinces against tho wishes of tho peoplo concerned 

She said that the present Provincial boundaries were not made in consulta 
tion with the wishes of the poople and if compulsory grouping was enforced 
it would oreate difficulties in the framing of the Constitution and hindrance In 
tho work of the Constituent Assembly The chaos which would thus result 
in the oountry would give an opportunity to the British to justify Its supremo 
oontrol ovor the affairs of the country 

ShnmctU Snehalata Sanyai ( Punjab) in seconding the amendment, said 
that the grouping idea was the chief weapon In the hands of the British 
Government to carry exit their nefarious designs. 

mi 

Shnmatt Kawdaden ( Patron ) opposed the amendment She said that it was 
the main oonoern of tho big political organisations in the country Sho there 
•fore, thought that it would be iji the Interests of the Conference not to discuss 
controversial political questions and to give their verdict on them J 

Sam Lakshndbat Rajwade ( Patron ) Mrs, Sahsfta Baron ( Dplhi and 
ShnmaU Sanaa Mehta ( Patron ) opposed the amendment, while- Mrt- Penn 
Samesh Chandra ( Punjab ) supported it. 

The amendment was put to the vote and was declared lost : j " 

The original resolution was thon carried unanimously 

The following three resolutions were moved from the Chaxr and adopted 
Unanimously : — 


South Africa i 

s 

“This Conference welcomes the decision of tho U_N 0„ condemning the 
Anti-Indian Legislation in Government of South Africa, as being a viola- 
tion of the U N O Charter and expects South Africa to revise theta- anti 
racial policy and thus establish justice towards racial groups It believes 
that a negation of this basic principle is likoly to hamper the establishing- 
of world peace M 
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Goa 

“ This Conference wliole-heartedly supports the struggle of the people 
of Goa for civil liberties, It strongly urges the immediate recognition of 
the full oivil rights of the people and the immediate release of all political 
prisoners ” 


Children’s Charter of Rights 

“ This Conference recommends that a Children’s Charter of Rights be 
framed ” 


Juvenile Delinquency 

The following resolution was moved by Mrs. Mitkan J Lam ( Bombay ) 

( 1 ) “ This Conference is of opinion that the Provincial and States 
Governments should, with a view to check juvenile delinquency, 
introduce and/or expand Remand Homes and Children’s Courts 
in all the cities and big towns of India 

(2 ) It is further of the opinion that the Schedule to the Prevention of 
Child Labour Act should be extended to all the Provinces and be 
implemented without delay. 

( 3 ) This Conference is of the opinion that an All-India Children’s 
Protection Act should be passed along the lines of the Bombay 
Children’s Act, in order to prevent child begging, cruelty to 
children, juvenile smoking and drinking ” 

/ 

Mrs Lam said that modern methods of treatment should be applied to 
those young unfortunate children who were the victims of society Delin- 
quency was brought about by poor housing conditions, by unhappy home 
life due to the criminal tendencies of the parents themselves, which had not 
been checked in youth. In Bombay these children were being trained in 
the art of thieving and other bad habits by gangs of adult thieves She 
lirged^ that Government should establish Remand Homes and Children’s 
Courts in every part of the oountry. 

Regarding child labour she said that children under 12 were not supposed 
to be put m certain occupations and a list of these occupations was given 
in the Act, e g , shellac industry, carpet-making, making of inflammable 
materials, etc She referred to the complaint made by many members that 
this Act was not properly enforced in any Province This was certainly so 
--In Bihar, for example, children of 8 and 9 years had to work m the mica 
industry The Act was also not observed in C P and TJ P She remarked 
that all the Provinces should uniformly and rigidly enforoe the Aot 
X 



t$6 


all-india women's oonferenoe 


Shnmali Yidyavati Arya (Punjab) seconded tho resolution and 
Miss Kohla Dormmoamy supported tho resolution after which It was 
carried unanimously 


The following resolutions were thon moved from the Chair and were 
passed unanimously • — 


Food 


This Oonforenoo views with anxiety tho continued food crisis in the 
country It strongly feels that tho Central Government must enforce 
a common All- India Food Policy on the following lines. — 

(a) Set up popular villago committees whioh will organise the sale of 
surplus food-grains on a co-operative basis where they do not 
exist, after ascertaining the noods of the village 

(b) Compulsory monopoly procurement by Government of food-grains 
to be -enforced through theao village co-oporativoa or village 
committees 

(c) Distribution in urban or deficit rural areas to be supervised through 
popular local oommittoos 

(U) Severe action must be taken against those who have more than 
their own needs 


(a) Grow more Food Polioy must bo put into practice by helping 
Kuans" with modern agricultural Implements cheap seeds, proper 
irrigation, and subsidy wherever necessary 
Finally wo urgo that the Central Government must frame a long term 
Food Polioy which will ensure at least a minimum required nutritious diet 
to ovory Indian at a price within the reaoh of all ” 


On Suppression ot Immoral Traffic 


Realising that comploto abolition of immoral trafflo oan only take 
jilnce in a society where comploto freedom of opportunity is ensured for all 
this Oonforenoo domands the following ameliorative measures 


(ti) Establishment of large numbers of womens homes to teach the 
needy and helpless a craft or profession in order to prevent them 
from falling prey to prostitution. 


(-6 ) In the case of rescued women the establishment of proper aftercare 
homes where they may be brought back to normal life 
(v) Tightening up of all Immoral trafflo laws In all the Provinces and 
States 


( d ) Summary punishment of all found guilty of aiding and abetting 
prostitution including Polico Officials If they are found guilty of 
dilatory tactics. 
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Repression 

Shumati Kamal Kamath (Maharashtra) moved the following resolution — 

“ This Conference views with concern the lecent actions of the Police 

and Military m resorting to lathi-charges, firing and other encroachments 

on the civil liberties of people This Conference, therefoie, demands : 

(a) Wherever such incidents take place the Provincial Governments or 
State Authorities must immediately set up a non-official committee 
to inquire into the action of the Police or Military. 

(b) Wherever women have been involved, women must be included in 
the non-offioial enquiry committee 

( c ) Sinoe every citizen is entitled to her or his political opinion, nobody, 
holding any particular political opinion, should be penalised for 
doing so. 

( d ) All the remaining political prisoners, such as R I R , I R A , and 
others who are convicted, must be forthwith released Further 
cases pending against political workers must be withdrawn ” 

* 

She said that they had to put many hopes in their' own Government whom 
they had elected, but she was Sony to note that instead of receiving encourage- 
ment from it they were being suppressed The Congress had been fighting for 
those very civil liberties, which after it oame to power, people were being 
deprived of She cited, for example, the incidents in Bombay and Amalner, 
which showed how the civil liberties of the people were curtailed by the Con- 
gress Government She appealed to Government to appoint committees to 
inquire into the action of the Police and Military wherever there had been 
allegations of excesses. 

Miss Kusum Ranadive ( Bombay ), m seconding the resolution, said that 
she could show solid proofs where Government had encroached upon the civil 
liberties In the strike of the S I Railway many women were imprisoned 
Women workers on a farm in Travancore also met with the same fate The 
R, I R prisoners were also in the same position She cited the examples of 
Shnmatis Vijaya Bhagwat and Godavari Gokhale who had fought hard 
against the repression of Government 

•P / 

Mis. Durgabai Joshi (Berear) supported the resolution 

Shnmati Kamaladeci and Masuma Begum Hosam Alt Khan (Hydeiabad- 
Dn ), opposed the resolution 

Miss Saila Gupta (Delhi) moved that the resolution be amended by the 
addition of Ihe following after clause ( a ) . — 

, +- k ;“and the misuse by the officials of the Special Powers Act,” 
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Miss Gupta urged that a comm It too should be appointed by Government to 
look into the action of tho Police and to see th^t they do not misuse the 
Special Powers Act 

Shnmatt Vtdyavati Seth (Punjab) seconded the amertdraent, which was 
accepted by tho mover of the resolution Shri Kamal Kamath. The resolution, 
thus amendod, was put to tho voto and carried by a majority 

Zaralndarl System 

Mrs, Hojrah Begitm { Bombay ) moved the following resolution . — 

‘This Conference feels that the Zamindary System has been one of the 
biggoet faotora for perpetuating the poverty of the agrarian population 
and for aggravating the food crisis 

It therefore welcomes the proposed move by those Provincial Govern- 
ments for the abolition of the Zamindary System and demands that this 
proposal be adopted and put into practioe by all Provincial Government* 
in tho oountry and the Indian States ” 

Shrimih Shakimtaia OarQaj (Punjab) seconded the resolution, after which 
it was put to the vote and carried unanimously 

States 

Mrs Bajam Khandkar (Indore) then moved the following resolution — 

This Conference re-lte rates Its condemnation of repressive measure 8 
in mo*t of the Indian States It deplores not only the attacks on people* 
organisations banning meetings and processions, mass arrests and 
Imprisonment of leaders j the denial of civil liberties of individuals and 
lathi-charges and firing on unarmed orowda, but the entire system whereby 
autocratio rulers In the Indian States rule over one-fourth of India* 
population It lends its support to the demand of the people of the States 
for full responsible and representative Government 

This Conference urges upon the Indian States 

( 1 ) fully to cooperate with the united effort that Is being made to devise 
a suitable constitution for a free and democratic Indian republio. 

(2) to include a just proportion of women citizens among the States 
representative* to the Constituent Assembly " 

She said that though the war was over people were deprived of all civil 
liberties in Indian States. Polloe atrocities on popular organisations ware 
rampant, banning of meetings and prooetsiorw still continued, and frequent 
mass arrests and Imprisonment of leaders had beoome the order of the day 
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She claimed that nobody would like such rule -where people did not have safety 

of their honour, life and property, and where there was no responsible 
Government 

Miss Tara Hosangadi (Baroda), in seconding the resolution, said that even 
in advanced States like Mysore and '■Baroda repressive measures were being 
adopted. The condition of the people in the smaller States could, therefore 
just be imagined. 

Shnmatis Ranjan Acharya (Junagadh) and M. R Lakshamma (Mysore) 
supported the resolution, after which it was put to the vote and carried 
unanimously. 

Conditions of Service 

The following resolution was then moved' from the Chan and earned 
unanimouly ; — 

Taking note of the fact that war and necessity have brought about a 
large increase in the number of women employed in professions and 
Government services, the All-India Women’s Conference wishes to focus 
Government and public attention on the totally unsatisfactory conditions 
of their work In the opinion of the Conference, these conditions are 
responsible for both reduoing the efficiency of the workers and for failing 
to attract the right type of women for such services It, therefore, 
demands that women in the professions be guaranteed • 

l«- 

(a ) stability of service, 

(b ) adequate basic wage with D A , 

( c. ) equal pay for equal work, 

( d ) grades and scales of pay, 

( e) proper leave rules and Provident Fund, 

, ( f ) maternity benefits and creches, 

„ ( 9 ) due respect and recognition of their status, 

(h) separate essential amenities for women such as separate common 
rooms, lavatories, etc ” 

Fourth Day, 31st December, 1946 

The Constitution, -as amended by the Constitution Committee, was then 
taken up, clause by clause, and passed v 

=* The new constitution ns adopted at the Conference on the 31st December, 1946, was 
latter declared to bo null and void by legal opinion 
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At thiB stage the President declared the result* of elections for the 
offices of tho Vice Presidents the-Hon. General Sooretary and the Honorary 
Treasurer, as follows and each Office-bearer was greoted with acclamation 

i Vice Presidents 

Mrs Urmfla Mehta 
Kulsum Sayanl 

Bhrimati Am mu Swamlnadhan 
Anasuyabal Kale 
„ Radhadevi Goonka, 

Manama Begum Hosain Ail Khan. 

Hon General Secretary 
Mrs. Indira Maydeo 

Hon Treasurer 

Dr Mrs Malinlbal Sukthankar 
(re-elected unopposed ) 

Lady Rama Rati^ President, winding up the proceedings of the Session 
aid- — 

In summing up the proceed! nga of the Conference I myself feel that 
ye have been able to accomplish a fair amount of work especially with 
■ogard to our Constitution, which has been waiting for ratification for nearly 
wo years Besides the normal work of passing resolutions we have consider 
jd urgent and imporant matters of the day 

It is, however my very pleasant task before we break up to offer 
thanks to those who have been kind enough to entertain us during our stay 
acre First of all we must thank the Reception Committee through Its 
□hairwoman, 8hri Radhadevi Goenka, and the Secretary Mrs Pramllatoi Oke, 
and all those little volunteers who have been at our service day and night 
The Secretary with her band of workers had to plan the whole of this wonder 
ful Conference and I need not tell you that it has been most extraordinarily 
planned For a long time we hare not had as large an attendance of delegate* 
and visitors as we have had this year 

Then we must thank those who do not belong to our Conference end 
who have also given us their very best endeavour In making us comfortable 
I refer here to Bhrl Brijla! Biyani and other gentlemen who have helped our 
women workers who are naturally interested in the Conference 

I have to thank the delegates who have attended this Conference' 
I hope that they as well as the visitors will go back to their respective areas 
Vfith Ideas, whioh they have been able to exchange with member® of different 
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Branches in different Provinces and States in India The interest shown in 
the things that are happening today and the desire to start new schemes of 
work, to undertake new ventures and experiments, are very hopeful signs. 

I am extremely sorry that our Hon General Secretary, Mrs Kulsum 
Sayam, is not here today with us You all are aware that her husband is 
ill and on account of lus lllnoss she could not stay here longer than was 
absolutely necessary for her to do so As she retires from the position of 
Hon General Secretary, we would, naturally want to offer her a very hearty 
vote of thanks for the work she has done during 3 years She has not spared 
horsolf at all She has also travelled widely and she has been instrumental 
in introducing into the Conference a good deal of latent enthusiams 

With regard to the Members-in-Charge, they will automatically be re- 
tiring I thank the Members-in-Charge heartily and sincerely for the work 
they have done for this Conference during their term I also thank all the 
Branch Representatives, but I must particularly thank the Representative of 
Berar Branch, Mrs. Tarabai Ranadive 

You know that each year the Conference at this stage undertakes new 
work; you realise that no scheme can be undertaken unless we first carry a 
beggar’s bowl around, and at the beginning of term of the office of a President, 
we start with the auspicious task of begging money before we break up- 
Hence, I want you— all tlie Branch Representatives and Delegates — to 
contribute.” 

The Pi esident then announced the following donations towards the funds 
of the All-India Women’s Conference : — 


Donors Rs 

H. H the Princess of Berar ... .. 5,000/- 

' H H. the Rani Saheb of Sangli .. 1,000/- 

The Nizam’s Agent in Berar ... .. 1,000/- 

Maharashtra Branch ( Last year ) . 1,000/- 

Hyderabad ( Deccan ) Branch . . 1,000/- 

Mrs Hilda Seligman ( towards Ashoka- 

AkbarVan) .. ... 1,000/- 

Bombay Branch ... ... «• 55 1/- 

- -Punjab Branch ... - ...- 550/- 

- . Andhra Branch ' ' - .. - 500/- 

Delbi Branch .. . ~ 500/- 

Shri Radfiadevi Goenka . , . . 500/- 

- — Baroda Branch ... .• 250/- 

\ r ) 
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Donors 



Bn. 

Madras Branch 



260/ 

Maharashtra Branch 



200/ 

Mysore Branch 



200/ 

Rani Lakshmidevi of Phaltan 

- 


200/ 

Maanma Begum Hosain All Khan 


200/ 

Bhrimatl Ammn Swamlnadhan 



200/ 

Kolhapur Branch 

... 


16]/ 

Shri Savitakumari NanjI Kali das Mehta 


161/ 

TJ P Agra Branch 



160/ 

Fhaltan Branch 

— 


101/ 

Shri Sushilabai Baraf AsuiaoS 

.. 


101/ 

Bhopal Branch 

.. 


100/ 

Gujarat Branch 



100/ 

0 P Berth Branch 



100/ 

Indore Branch 



100/ 

0 P South Branoh 


... 

100/ 

Calcutta Branch 

— 


100/ 

Hyderabad ( Sind ) Branch 



100/ 

A SympathlMT 



100/ 

Dr Mallnibal Bukthankar 



100/ 

Mrs. Yamutal Kiri oskar 

... 


100/ 

Lady Rama Ran 



100/ 

Shri KaatorBai Jain Ohordlat Hinganghat 

.. 

100/. 

Begum Hamid Ali 


- 

100/ 

Sangll Branch 



100/ 

Rani Lakshmlbai Rajwade 


.. 

100/ 

Mrs Bhivapuxkar 

- 


100/ 

Kamatak Branoh 



61/ 

Konkan Branch 



51/ 

Shri Shantabal Bhayya 

... 


51/ 

Junagadh Branoh 



50/ 

Bengal West Branoh 


- 

50/ 

Dr Mr*. Ohuri, Buldana 



60/ 

Bhavnagar Branoh 


*** 

60/ 

In small cash from children 


«• 

W 

Siatar Subbolakshml 


.. 

so/ 

Mr*. Katnala Y Nlrubkar 



- 25/ 

Mr Anup Mohan] al Parekh 

- 

- 

S5 h 





RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


7 i 

Shumnli Jiadhidm Goi'nha Chairwoman, Rocoption Committee, then 
thanked tho organisation for choosing Akola for tho 19th Session of the Con- 
ference. Thorebj , she said, the fame of the placo had increased She thon 
thanked all the oflieors, men. and women, who had helped hor to make the 
Conference a success. She also thanked tho volunteers who had discharged 
thoir responsibilities with digntj . 

Vis JtiwKibin (ItxlMc, on behalf of tho Ram Sahob of Phaltan, thankod 
the Reception Committee for hospitality and all they lmd done for hor. 

Shrnnufi I\~ain<il<t<la i, in proposing a hearty vote of thanks to tho President, 
fanltf Jifimu Hou, said : — 

44 1 believe that Lady Kama Pan has fulfilled a very arduous task which 
has fallen on her and she 1ms done it with such great zeal and choorfulness 
that it has o\ erw helmed and astonished mo I personally would like to know 
from hor iho secret of keeping cheerful, because I do get very irritated. It is 
.mainly because of her cheerful and kind disposition thntsho 1ms been able to 
guide the deliberations of this Conference with such conspicuous ability and 
success, and I am sure, her charm will permeate through the activities of the 
Conference the whole >cnr round and bring groator success to it., I am quite 
sure that with her enthusiasm, initiathc, onergy, and hor almost limitless 
ambition to do great things, sho will give us a vory useful year of sorvice. ” 

Concluding, she said : “ Lot us all thunk our retiring President, 
Mrs Hansa Mehta, who has done 12 months of vory arduous work. 

JUj> Kom f ij(unma Dci^ippa (Mysore) seconded the vote of thanks to the 
President 

j The Conference concluded witli “ Vandemataram ” having been sung, all 
standing. 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED 
i. Condolences 

(a) This meeting of the All-Indm Women’s Conference expresses deep 
regret at the loss of Mrs Gulbanu Doctor, one of the Vice-Presidents 
of tho All-India Women’s ConferenCo and a much-loved social workei 
of Bombay It offers heart-felt condolences to Mr Doctor and the 
other members of his family.. 

( b ) This meeting of theAIWC deeply regrets the passing away ot 

three great sons of India : — 

’ - - - -> 

( 1 ) Bhulabhai Desai, 

( 2 ) Rt Hon Shnmvas Shastn, 

(3) Pandit Madan Moban Malaviya 

JJ ,i 'C Jt . . r 
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at a time whon their services to the motherland would have been of 
great importance Jtoffors Blncoro sympathy to mombers of thier 
respoctivo families 


3 , Confratalatlons 

(1) This meeting of tho A.I W C is proud of the faot that a woman 
was appointed leador of a National Delegation to the UNO It 
congratulate* the Indian Delegation and particularly Mrs Pandit on 
their able advocacy of India e case In South Africa, which led to a 
great, victory It further thank* all the nations who supported 
India s just cause 

(2 ) This Conference congratulates Mra. Hanaa Mehta on her valuable 
work on the Commission of the Status of Women at U N 0 last May 

( 3 ) This Conference deeply appreciates the good work done by Raj ku man 
Amrit Kaur os a member of the Indian Delegation to tho 
UNESCO 

(4) This Conference congratulates Mrs Mi than Lam on being the first 
woman chosen as the Sheriff of Bombay It wishes her a nstful 
and constructive year of service 

3. Railway Travel 

This Conference deplores the continued hardship of Third Class passengers 
on Indian Railways It demands more convenience lose crowding and 
great cleanliness in Third Class Compartments 

It further urges that there should be more women s compartments and 
women inspectors to attend to the comforts of women passengers 

4 Education 

This Conference is of the opinion that the work of educating children 
Under six years, should be taken up by women and recommends that all the 
Branches of the A.I W O should • — 

( a ) conduct pre-Baalo Schools under their direction for the children of the 
poorer classes in cities and villages 1 

( b ) oonduot a Child Guidance Clinio for problem children \ 

( 0 ) wherever possible oonduot training classes for teachers, organisers and 
workors of Child Guidance Clinic# 

(d) send toaohexs to bo trained for Nunery Schools and Child Guidance 
Olinios ovory voar till they havo a efficient number of teachers 1 
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(<?) see that organisers and supervisors appointed by them, have general 
training so that they have a clear idea of the types and requirements 
of Nursery Schools ; 

(/) conduct series of short courses on motliercraft and for first aid 
for mothers 

It is further of the opinion that the Conference should carry on this work 
for a period of five years after which period it would desire the Government 
and Local bodies to continue the work as an integral part of the Education 
System 


5. Adult Illiteracy 

In view of the fact that no scheme of national education can be successful 
so long as adult illiteracy exists, this Conference calls upon eveiy one of 
its Branches to organise a volunteer corps and initiate the work for its 
eradication in their respective areas before the next half-yearly meeting 

6 . Teachers 

( a ) This Conference urges that throughout the country, the numbei of 
institutions and scholarships for the training of teachers be greatly 
increased, and 

(b )' The conditions of service, status, and salaries of teachers be adequately 
improved Pay should be fixed according to the recommendations of 
the Pay Commission Stability of service should be guaranteed 

7. Communal Unity 

We the women of India, representatives of all faiths and communities, 
place on record our feeling of deepest shame and horror at the inhuman 
conduct of our countrymen in the recent happenings in Bengal, Bihar, and 
other parts 'of India. While expressing our deepest sympathy with the 
victims of the atrocities, we pledge ourselves in thought, word, and deed to 
'strive for communal unity and peace upon which so largely depends the 
freedom and progress of our country To 'this end, we call upon our 
Branches to : 

( a ) form Unity Committees , 

( b ) organise joint relief committees and collect funds and clothing , 

( c ) send delegations of women of all communities to the affected areas , 

(d) give training to women in self-protection and organise volunteer corps. 



8. Constituent Assembly 


"Whilst welcoming the opening of tho Constituent Assembly this Con 
foronco earnestly hopes that it will soon be fully representative of ftU 
sections of the people of India, and operating as a fully sovereign body, 
its task of framing the Constitution of a free and democratic Indian 
Republic may be successfully achieved 

It further recommends that the members of the States to the Constituent 
Ajeembly should be elected representatives of the people. 

9. World Peace 

This Conference welcomes the disarmament proposals recently accepted 
by the United Nations as a concrete symbol of the Worlds desire to 
establish real and lasting peace. 

10. A I W C Charter and Memorandum 

This Conference endorses the Indian Womens Charter of Rights and the 
Memorandum on Planning National Welfare drafted by the Standing Committee 
of the All-India Women's Conference and requests members of the Constituent 
Assembly to incorporate their fundamental points in the Constitution of the 
Indian Republio It also appeals to the Interim Government and" the Provincial 
Governments to recognise that the social funotion of the State consists In 
procuring a minimum of well-being for all its inhabitants. In order to procure 
this objective a social service ministry should bp instituted at the Centre and 
each Province (.a ) to mobilise all available human power to suppliment tho 
regular existing educational health, and other servioes and ( b ) to Initiate such 
new service* for women and children as do not exist at present. 

11 Interim Government 

While welcoming the formation of the Interim Government at the Centre 
this Conference expresses its hope that the plans for an immediate withdrawal 
of British Troops from India and Indian Troops from abrodd will be implemented 
without delay and that there will be a rapid Indlanisatlon of the Arufy And 
an early initiation of schemes for Nationalisation of industries 

13. States 

This Conference reiterates its condensation of repressive measures in 
most of the Indian States. It deplores not only the attacks on people* organi- 
sations banning meetings and processions mass-arrests and Imprisonment of 
leader* the denial of civil liberties of individuals and lathi-chargee and 'firing 
on unarmed crowds but the entire system whereby autocratic rulers In tho 
Indian States rulo over one* fourth of India s population 
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1 It lends its support to the demand of the people of the States for full 
responsible and representative Government 

This Conference urges upon the Indian States : 

( 1 ) fully to co-operate with the united effort that is being made to 

1 deviso a suitable Constilution for a free and democratic Indian 

republic; 

( 2 ) to include a just proportion of women citizens among the States 
representatives to the Constituent Assembly 

13. Cottage Industries 

Tins Conference is of the opinion that one of the best methods to rehabili- 
tate our rural economy, and thereby give help to the poor people, is the revival 
of our cottage industries-on co-operative basis 

It is further of the opinion that, in order to provide a sufficiently large 
number of trained persons to organise Industrial Co-operatives, Governments 
should provide training facilities 


14. Child Labour 

This Conference demands total abolition of Child Labour 1 in this country, 
within the shortest possible time 

During such period as is required for the achievement of total abolition, 
this meeting urges upon the Government of India to evolve programmes 
immediately to provide medical care, health services, and educational facilities 
to child workers and ratify conventions of the International Labour 'Organisa- 
tion fixing minimum age for admission to service, minimum wage, and prohibi- 
tion of night work. 

This meeting expects members of the Association to take up the cause of 
improving conditions of Child Labour 

15 Maternity Benefit Legislation 

This Conference draws the attention of the Government of India to the 
necessity of framing a composite Maternity Benefit Act, paid out of a Stale 
Insurance Fund with uniform measures for the whole of India, being made 
applicable to women workers in regulated and unregulated industries, mines and 
plantations, nurses and women teachers, and all working-women and it further 
recommends the extension of this service for all women working in their 
homes 

j 

, 16 . Women Workers in Industries And Professions 

u - 

’ ~ This meeting urges upon the Government to take measures for improving 
ppnditions of women workers ( u^in industries and low-paid professions, by 
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fixing a minimum living -wage where it la not in operation (6) for providing 
facilities for community kltohens creches and nursery schools 

17 Labour Unrest 

Taking note of the unprecedented strike-wave among workers spreading 
all over the country this meeting exhorts upon the Central and Provincial 
Governments to frame ameliorative measures of Labour Welfare based on 
adequate wage payments removal of unemployment, proper housing and 
social insurance without resorting to suppression of strikes by repressive 
measures. 


18. Legal 

1 This Conference desires a re-orientation of the legal status of women 
in Indian 8ooloty It urgos the immediate consideration by the Central 
Legislature of the Htnda Code Bill It recommends the introduction of clauses 
which will uphold the principles of equality as defined by the Charter of 
Women s Rights framed by the A. I W 0 

2 This Conference demands that wherever customary laws allow divoroe 
amongst Hindup women should have equal rights with men in getting redross 
under these Laws. It also appeals to the Indian States to bring their 
legislation Into line with that of British India. 

3 This Conference congratulates the Bombay Government on passing *n 
anti Polygamy Bill 

A This Conference deplores the dowry system {J~nhau) so universally 
practised in India. It earnestly appeals to all public spirited people to rid 
society of this sviL 


19. Milk 

This Conference strongly condemns the decision of the Bombay Govern 
ment to withdraw the Subsidised Milk 8cheme which has proved of immense 
benefit to 3 lacs of children and pregnant and nursing mothers in Bombay 
It is firmly convinced that the Scheme should be farther extended and should 
form the basis of similar schemes in other Provinces 

20. South Africa 

This Conference welcomes the decisions of the UNO condemning the 
anti-Indian Legislation in Government of South Africa as being a violation of 
the U N O Charter and expects South Africa to revise their anti racial 
policy and thus establish Justice toward* racial groups It believes that a 
negation of this basio principle la likely to hamper the establish]^ of world 
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21. Goa 

This Conference whole-heartedly supports the struggle of the people of 
Goa for civil liberties. It strongly urges the immediate recognition of the full 
civil rights of the people and the immediate release of all political prisoners. 

22. Conditions Of Service 

f 

Taking note of the fact that War and economic necessity have brought 
about a large increase in the number of women employed in professions and 
Government services, the All-India Women’s Conference wishes to focus 
Government and public attention on the totally unsatisfactory conditions of their 
work In the opinion of the Conference, these conditions are responsible for 
both reducing the efficiency of the workers and for failing to attract the right 
type of women for such services It, therefore, demands that women in the 
professions be guaranteed : 

( a ) Stability of service, 

( b ) Adequate basic wage with D A , 

( c ) Equal pay for equal work, 

( d ) Grades and scales of pay, 

( e ) Proper leave rules and Provident Fund, 

(/) Maternity benefits and creches, 

( g ) Due respect and recognition of their status, 

(h) Separate essential amemties for women such as separate common 
rooms, lavatories, etc 


23 On Suppression Of Immoral Traffic 

Beahsing that complete abolition of immoral traffio can only take place m a 
society where complete froedom of opportunity is ensured for all, this Confer- 
ence demands the following ameliorative measures : 

(<t) Establishment of large numbers of women’s homes to teach the needy 
and helpless a craft or profession in order to prevent them from falling 
prey to prostitution 

( b ) In the case of rescued women, tho establishment of proper aftercare 
homes, where they may be brought back to normal life 

(c) Tightening up of all immoral traffic law* in all tho Province* 

(d) Summary punishment of all found guiltv of aiding and abetting 
prostitution including Police Official*, if they ere found guilty of 
dilatory tactics. ^ 
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34 Repression 

This Oonforonoo views with concern the recent actions of tho Police and 
Military in resorting to lathi-charges, firing and other encroachments on the 
civil liberties of people This Conferonoe therefore domandfl 

(a) Wherever snob incidents take place tho Provincial Governments or 
State Authorities must immediately set up a non-official committee to 
inquire into the action of the Police or Military and the misuse by 
the officials of the Special Powers Act, 

( b ) Wherever women have been involved women must be inoluded in 
the non-offloial enquiry committee. 1 

( 0 ) Since every citUen is entitled to her or his political opinion nobody 
holding any particular ppUtioal opinion should be penalised for doing so 

( d ) All the remaining political prisoners, snoh as R. 1 .N IJNA., and 
others who are convicted must be forthwith released. Farther cases 
pending agnirmt political workors most be withdrawn , 

35 Zamlndarl System 

This Conference feels that the Zamindary System has been one jof the 
biggest factors for perpetuating the poverty of the agrarian population and for 
aggravating the food crisis. ) 

It, therefore, welcomes {he proposed more by those Provincial Governments 
for the abolition of the Zamindary System and farther demands that this 
prt*>o*al be adopted and put into practice by all Provincial Governments in the 
country and the Indian States 


36. Pood 


This Conference views with anxiety the continued food crisis In the 
country It Btrongly feels that the Central Government must enforce a 
oommon All India Food Policy on the following lines' — 

(a) Setup popular village commit tees which will organise the sale of 
surplus food-grains on a co-operative basis, where they do not exist, 
after ascertaining the needs cf the village 

(b) Compulsory monopoly procurement by Government of food-graiiw 

to be enforoed through these village oo-operativee or village 
committees. T , 


(c) Distribution In urfcen or deficit rural areas to be supervised through 
» ~ popular local committees 


\ 1 > ' 
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(d) Seveie action must be taken against those, who have moie than their 
own needs 

( e ) ‘Grow more Food’ Policy must be put into piactice by helping “ Kibuns ” 
with modern agricultural implements, cheap seeds, piopei migation 
and subsidy wheiever necessaiy 

Finally we urge that the Central Government must fiame a long teim 
Food Policy, which will ensure at least a minimum lequirod nututious diet to 
every Indian at a price within th6 reach of all 

27 Juvenile Delinquency 

1 This Conference is of opinion that the Provincial Governments — and 
States should, with a view to check Juvenile Delinquency, introduce and 01 
expand Remand Homes and Childien’s Courts in all the cities and big towns 
of India 

2- It iS further of the opinion that the Schedule to the Prevention of Child 
Laboui Act should be extended to all the Provinces and be implemented 
without delay 

3 This Conference is of the opinion that an All-India Children’s Protection 
Act should be passed along the lines of the Bombay Childien’s Act, in older to 
prevent child begging, cruelty to children, juvenile smoking and dunking 

28 Children’s Charter Of Rights 

This Confeience recommends that a Clnldien’s Chaiter of Rights bo fiamed 


1 
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To Bank and Oth#r Balanoet 

Hied Depoilt with the National Bank of India Ltd. 
Fixed Depoalt with the Bank of India Ltd 
With th^ National Baofc of India Ltd 
Fixed Deposit with the National Bank of India Ltd 
Account No I ( Provident Fond ) 

With the National Bank of India Ltd. Aooonnt No 2 
( Provident Fond ) 

With the Honorary General Secretary 
With the Honorary General Treaaarar 
With the Central Office 
To Balanoa Tranaf erred from Women Worker a 
Training Camp Account 
To Dcmatloni 

To Box Collection toward* ftklppo Fund 
To Not Reoelpta from Publlcatlona Raoolved from Publloatlon 
Department# 

To Affiliation Foe* 

To Sale Prooeoda of Circular# 

To Sale Prooe*d# of Annual Report# 

To Membership Foot 
To Delegation Fee# 

To Ulecellaneoa# Reoelpt# 

To Interest on Fixed D#po#Ita 
To Interest aa par Pea# Book 
To Author# Royalty Receded ( Payable to 
Shrimatl Kamladeri ) 

To Dopoait for Affiliation 

To Provident Fund Contribution 

To Interest on Fixed Depoaita ( Prorldent Fund ) 

Te Amount recovered from the Personal Aaaletant to 

Honorary General Secretary against Advance given to 
him again «t hi# Salary 


^Detail# of Expenaes 

Salary and Dearneas Allowance of Secretary etc. 

Salary and Dearne#* Allowance of Typlit 
Salary and Deem re# Ailowano# of Peon 
Printing and Stationery 
Travellirw ABowanoe to Central OfBee 

Secretary and Honorary General Secretary 
Travelling Allowance to Personal Aitlitant to Honorary 
General Secretary 

Postage, Telegram# Telephone# nnd Registration OKargea 

Office Rent 

Sklppo Van Expenaos 

Bnbsaiptlon to Prei* Cutting Agency 

Railway Freight on Record# 

Miscellaneous 
Trice of Book# 

Office Equipm«t 

Poitage T#legrama etc. pj ( d to the then Prendmt 
for 19 44— 43 

Printing of Annual Report* 

Reporter* Honorarium 

Erpoaws Re- Roehni Postage 333 10 6 

Other nxponsos 183 13 0 

Lees Not Reoelpt# from lUbllcjUou* 


Ra. Aa. Pa 

Ra. 

Aa. Fa. 

6 020 

0 0 




3 177 

1 0 




7 m 

8 1 




700 

0 0 




m 

15 0 




26 

6 0 




16 

9 6 




4 

15 3 

17 736 

1 

7 



1,>J8 

10 

9 



8 046 

0 

0 



97 

0 

0 



347 

7 

6 



913 

0 

0 



876 

0 

0 



24 

0 

0 



6 

0 

0 



1,770 

0 

0 



11 

10 

0 



137 

10 

0 



» 

0 

0 



170 

4 

0 



15 

0 

0 



217 

6 

0 



8 

18 

0 



120 

0 

0 




16 



Honorary Gene- 

Uentral Offloe 

ral Secretary’# 



Office 


» 750 

0 0 




688 

0 o 




600 

0 0 




101 

1 6 

180 

10 

0 

125 

e o 

45 

5 

0 



326 

S 

6 

3l2 

6 6 

897 

4 

3 

60 

0 0 

iso 

0 

0 



1,849 

7 

4 

66 

0 0 




17 

7 6 

L.3 

0 

0 



93 

3 

0 

6 

8 0 

3 

13 

0 

0 

8 6 

m 

0 

0 

78 

16 6 






*000 

0 

0 



50 

0 

0 

4,705 

4 6 

5,403 

11 

3 

419 

7 6 




-J4il 

13 0 




347 

7 6 
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'By Central Offiice Expense# 

By Honorary General Secretary's Officb Expensed 
By Salary and Dearness Allowance of Personal 
Assistant to Honorary General Secretary 
By All India Women’s Conference Contribution to 
Provident Fund 

Bj All India Women’s Conference Contribution to 
Wards Roshm Expenses 
Add Expenses incurred By the Central Office 
By Honorary Treasurer s Office Expenses 
By Member In Charge ( Labour ) Expense 
By Affiliation Fee to International Alliance of 
Women Voters 
By Bank Commission 
By Bank & Other Balances 

Fixed Deposit with the National Bank of 
India Ltd 

Fixed Deposits With the Bank of India Ltd 
With the National Bank of India Ltd 
Fixed Deposit With the National Bank of 

India Ltd Account No 2 ( Provident Fund ) 
With the National Bank of India Ltd 
Account No 2 ( Provident Fund ) 

With the Honorary General Secretary 
With the Member m Charge ( Labour ) 

With the Honorary General Treasurer 
With the Central Office 
With the Central Office ( Publication 
Department ) 




Rs 

As 

Ps 

Rs 

As 

P 




4,705 

11 

6 




6,408 

12 

3 




2,405 

0 

0 




113 11 

0 

1 649 

8 

8 




419 

7 

G 

2,069 

0 

2 




66 

3 

6 




15 

0 

0 




27 

3 

3 




10 

2 

0 

6,110 

0 

0 




3,224 

12 

0 




4,813 

12 

5 




950 

0 

0 




180 

1 

0 




3 

4 

6 




10 

0 

0 




0 

6 

0 




27 

12 

3 




67 

3 

0 

15,387 

3 

2 


31,207 14 10 


OENTRAL, OFFICE 

* STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS OF THE PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST OCTOBER 1946 


To Cash Sales of 

Publications 

431 5 

1 

0 

By Price on Cash Sales of 

Publication paid to Padma 


To Editors Royalty on 

the Books sold @ 5% on 
the Published Price 

264 12 

6 

Publication (a) 35% 

By Pudma Publication 
in Final Settlement 

2G8 

/ 442 

To Donations from Aathors 
to the Central Office out 
of Royalities due to 
them 

362 5 

0 

_ 

By Amount of Net Receipts 
transferred to main 

Account 
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1,058 6 6 


10,58 6 6 


Examined and found correct 


SORAB S ENGINEER & CO , 

Incorporated Accountants 

Registered Accountants 

rr„.. 


«4 all India women's conference 


Income 


Draft Budget 
' 946-47 

R*. a p i 


STpenditat 


Balance In hand 

4,813 

11 

fi 

Donation* Anticipated 
Received and Promised 

21 744 

1 

0 

Reception Gommlltee Akola 

10,000 

0 

0 

Delegation Fee* 

2 GW 

0 

0 

Affiliation F 001 

1000 

0 

0 

Price of Circular* 

uo 

0 

0 

Roah.nl — 

Htndnithani 

0000 

0 

0 

Engllth 

1 000 

0 

0 

PabllcatioDB 

500 

0 

0 

Royaltle* for Tract* 

100 

0 

0 

Bank * Intere*t 

150 

0 

0 

MUcellaneoni Reoelpta 

200 

0 

0 


Hon. General Secretary ■ 
Office Expenaet 

8alory of P A. to Hon. 
General Secretary 

Provident Fond 
Contribotion 

Gantral Office Erpenaea 

Roahnl — 

Hlndtukhanl 

Tffn gllih 

Tract* 

Affiliation fee* to Inter 
national Alllanoe 

Hon. Trea rarer ■ Ex pen*** 

Member*- In Charge 

Mlaoelleneon* 

Bent ■ Commiaalon 


Ha. ft, p. 

4.500 0 0 
1800 0 0 

170 0 0 

5.500 0 0 

8,400 0 0 
5.000 0 0 
300 0 0 

17 3 0 
115 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
15 0 0 

17 037 3 0 


50 447 13 5 
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Statement Regarding Registration 

The All-India Women’s Conference has been duly registered unler fchj 
Societies Registration Act XXI of I860 on the 18th July, 1930 

Memo? andum of Association of the All-India Women's Conference 

1 The name of the Confeience shall be “The All-India Womens 
Conference ” 

f 

2 The Conference shall not engage in pai fcy politics, but unite on such 
points as affect women and children 

3 The object of the Conference shall be . 

Oa) To promote m India the education of both sexes at all stages , 

(b) To deal with all questions affecting the welfaie of women and 
children. 

J 

Signature of Witnesses 

(Sd ) Sarojim Naidu, 

, „ Sushama Sen, 

„ Margaret Cousins, 

„ Remeshwan Nehiu, 

„ A L Huidekoper, 

„ Shareefah Hamid Ah, 

„ Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya 

4 The Standing Committee Members become the Governing Body of the 
Association 

THE CONSTITUTION OF A.-I.W.C. 

Article I 

Name 

The name of the organisation shall be “The Association of the AJI-Tndia 
Women’s Conference,” hereinafter to be called the “ A -I W.C ” 

Article II 

fa) Policy 

The A -I W C. shall not belong to any political organisation nor take an 
active part in party politics, but shall be fiee to discuss and conti ilnite to 
all questions and matters affecting the welfare of the people of India with 
particular reference to women and children 
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( b) Aims and Objects 

1 To work aotively for the goneral progress and welfare of women 
and children 


2 To iDonlcato in women and chlldron the ideals of tnio oitiienship 

3 To promote oducaUon along nglit linos. 

4 To Work and prOBa for social roform 

5 To strive to establish equal rights and opportunities for all 

6 To work for a united India 

7 To sot and domand o high moral standard m all departments of life 

8 To stand for international goodwill and world peace 


Composition 

(a) Patrons 

(b) Office Bearers 

(c) Standing Committee 
<d) Branches 


Article 111 


00 P ttron* 

(0 Past Presidents 

(u) By special invitation of the A I W 0 
(b) Office — Bearers — 

(i) President and Chairwoman. 

(ii) Six Vice-Presidents 

Not — A Chairwoman of the Standing Crromlttee «hnll bo olfetod far the year from 
ojrMthe VI cf Frwdetrti in r*eo the President does not desire tofltl the office. 


(iii) Treasurer 

(iv) General Secretary 

(v) Organising Secretary 

(vi) Sectional Secretaries ( if requlrod ) 

A'o/r — No r®id offlem of th A T W C shall be rtltilcd to Tote 


(c) e Jt'inrlin i j Committee 
(0 The Office-Bearers 
00 Members in- Charge of Specfai Subjects. 

(Hi) Brnnoh Representatives 
(iv) The Liaison Offlcor in India 

(v) Tho Secretnrvof ihe AHIrdia Womoiu Kdpcatlon Kurd 

Association 



MEMBERS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
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(vi) Ten Pattons 

, (a) The retiring President 
( b ) Nine Patrons elected by the Standing Committee 
(vn) Conveners of sub-committees whenever such sub-committees 
~ are appointed 
(vm) Co-opted Membeis 

(a) “Ordinary,” not more than 7 

(b) “Extraordinary”, not more than 10 
(d) Stanches 

Areas in Provinces and States, as decided on by the Standing 
Committee from time to time 


Note — Patrons shall be entiiled to attend the Conference of A -I W C and to vote at t’n 
open sessions 

Life Associates under the old Constitution will have the right ofattenliag the opm 
session of the Conference and voting as hitherto 


A gjncies of Wot k 


Article IV 


The work of A T W C shall be carried out through 

( 1 ) The Standing Committee and its Executive 

( 2 ) The Branches, Constituent Blanches and their Committees, by 
means of : 


(a) Conference 

( b ) Meetings 

( c ) Correspondence 
( d ) Publications. 


Article V 


Conferences 

I The All-India Conference 


(a) Conferences of the A -I W C. shall be held ponodically, at a tune 
and place fixed by the Standing Committee 

( b ) The following shall be entitled to attend 

( i ) Patrons 

(n) Standing Committee Members 
(m) Branch Delegates 

(iv) Reception Committee Delegates. 

(v) Special Delegates (by invitation by the Standing 
Committee) 

(vi) Visitors (not allowed to participate in the deliberations ) 

Life Associates under the old Constitution will have the right of attending tho 
open Session of the ConreroncB and voting as hitherto 



all-indIa womens oohfkbbhoe 


II Branch Conferences 

Public ConforoncoB shall bo oonvonod annually by all the Branches 
and tholr Constituent Branohos 

Article VI 

Branches and Constituent Branches 

1 Cunetttueni Bronchos 

Any group of ton mombers which accopta tho aims and objecta of tho 
A I W 0 may subjoct to the approval of tho Standing Committee 
become a Constituent Branch and carry on tho work of tho A I W 0 

2 Branch 

A Branch shall be an association of the A I W 0 in a spoolfiod area, 
with a minimum membership of 50 and shall oonaiflt of all the 
Constituent Branches within that aroa. 

Note .— In tho errent of then being only one Conatltaent Branoh In a given area, Its yrotUlonal 
locogmtion a» a Branoh »hoU be decided on by the Standing Committee 

Specified Areas - — Ajmere-Morwara, Andhra, Assam Bar ode, Bengal East, 
Bengal West Berar Bihar Bombay City and Suburbs Calcutta City and 
Suburbs 0 P North, C P South Ooohin Delhi Gujarat, Gwalior Hyderabad- 
Dcccan Hydorabad-Sind, Indore Jath, Karnatak, Kashmir Kolhapur Konkan 
Madras City and Suburbs Maharashtra Malabar Mysore N W F.P Orissa 
(TJtkal) Phaltan, Punjab Central Punjab East Sangli Sind Tamil Nad 
Travancore U P Agra, UP Oudh, Bengal Central. 

3 Each Branoh shall carry out the ideals of the A. I W 0 and work under 
its direction. 

4 Each Branch shall be responsible for its own finance 

5 Every Branoh shall frame its own Constitution in keeping with the 
Articles and Bye-Laws of the A I W 0 Association and subject to 
tho approval of the A LW O Executive Committee to which all pro- 
posed amendments and alteration also shall be submitted 

6 Representation 

Constituent Branobes shall be entitled to ask for the privilege in 
rotation, of electing the Branoh Representatives, g 0 M 

7 Membership 

Any woman in India over the ago of 16 shall be eligible to become 
a member of a Branoh of tho A, LW O on payment of subscription 
to, and in accordance with tho rules of that Branch- 
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Delegations : 

i 

(a) Only Branch Members shall be entitled to attend the annual session 
of the A I W C Conference as Branch Delegates They shall be 
nominated and elected by the members of the Branch. 

( b ) The quota of representation for each*Branch shall be determined by 
alloting one delegate to a number of members which is equal to the 
total number of members divided by the number of delegates 

(c) The number of delegates to any annual session of the AIWC 
Conference shall be fixed arbitrarily by the Standing Committee at its 
Half-yearly Meeting 

( d ) The quota of representation shall be based on the half-yearly returns of 
membership submitted bv the Branches 


Example * 

( 1941 ) Total AIWC Membership 
Total number of Delegates 
Therefore, 1 Delegate for every 
If a Branch has 400 Members, it gels 400/40 

Article VIII 


8,000 

200 

40 Members 
10 Delegates 


Finance • 

1. All moneys received shall be held in deposit by the Treasurer at a 
Scheduled Bank, in the name of the AIWC 

2 Cheques shall be signed by any two of the following Office-Bearers, 
President, Treasurer, and General Secretary 

3 Each Branch shall send annually to the Treasurei, before July the 
1st, a minimum affiliation fee of Rs 25 

Article IX 


I. Bye Laws » 

1 The Standing Committee shall have power to make Bye-Laws and 
Regulations for carrying out the work of the A-IWC and to aller- 
them and add to them from time to time as occasion may require 

2. These Bye-Laws and Regulations may not be altered or added to 
except by the Standing Committee, at one of its meetings, by a two- 
thirds majority of the members present, aud provided that! 

h 

r 



00 


ALL-INDIA. WOMEN’S OONFERENOE 

(a) notloo of such proposod alteration or addition shall have been 
sent In writing by registered post, to overy member of the 
Standing Committee at least three months beforo the meeting, and 

( 6 ) the Bye-Law in question has been in existence for at least a year 

II Alteration of Constitution 

The Constitution of the AJ W 0 may not be altered except at a 
Conference Session by a two'thlrds majority of the members pr^ent, 
provided that a notice of such proposod alteration shall have been 
aent in writing by registered post or under certificate of posting to 
ovory member of Standing Committee at least throe months before 
tho Conference. 


BYE-LAWS (AlWC ) 

The Central Office 

Bye-Law 

No 

( 1 ) There shall be a Central Office of tho A-I.W 0 in a town 
selected by the Standing Committee 

Mote —Until «uoh time u the Central Office Scheme materialise*. tho office uhall bo 
where the General Secretary reside, 

( 2 ) The Staff of the Central Office shall consist of — 

( i ) The General Secretary in Charge 

( ii ) The Organising Score tarv 

(ill) The Personal Assistant to the General Secretary 

( 3 ) PuWicoUons • — The Central Office shall be responsible for the proper 
publication and distribution of — 

1 A fall report of each Conference Session 

2 A duly odited volume of reports annually of work done by all 
the Branches as well as Important information collected by 
thorn or by Members-! n-Oharge erf Special Subjects and Conveners of 
Sub-Committees 

3 A abort aketoh of the History of the A I W C togother with a 
Memorandum of important resolutions passed at previous Conferences, 
tho Consltitution and Bye-Laws of the AJ W 0 and other relevant 
matters brought up-to-date each yeAr 

(4) Ltbrwy —There shall bo a Roforonco Library of the A.IWC 
lioqamg all reports journals and filo-lnformatlon rocolvod at the 
Contral Offlco 
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Bye-Law 

No. 

(5) Records'— Copies of the A I WO, records shall be available to 
Standing Committee Members, from the Central Office, on a written 
application to the General Secretary 

Any of the original records shall be open to inspection by the 
Standing Committee Members, at one of its meetings, provided due 
notice has been leceived by the General Secretary 

( 6 ) On culars , Minutes , etc : — 

1 (a) Bianch Representatives (S C M ) shall leceive from the Cen- 
tral Office, the circulars, minutes and other official literature, on 
payment of the full Branch-subscription for the year 

f h ) On payment of Rs 10, three extra ssts of the cu culars, minutes, 
etc , may be obtained by a Branch Representative (S C M ) in ordei 
to facilitate the work of her Branch 

( c ) All Constituent-Branches shall be entitled to receive, foi 
information only, circulars and other literature from the Head Office 
of the A I W C , on payment of Rs 7 for one set or Rs 10 for three 
, sets, annually to the Honorary Treasurer, A LW C 

2 Standing Committee Members , other than the Secretaries and 
Branch Representatives, shall pay a subscription of Rs 3 for the 
circulars, minutes and other official literature received by them from 
the Centeral Office for the current yeai 

3 Pati ons and Ex-Office Beat ei s, who are not members of Standing 
Committee for the year, shall be entitled to receive the circulars and 
minutes on a payment of Rs 10 

II 

Appointments 

(7 ) All paid officers and workers of the A I W C shall be appointed by 

the Standing Committee and be responsible to it 

III 

Elections 

( 8 ) Buies of Election — 

> 

1 Elections shall be conducted by ballot 

2. The election of all Office-Bearers excluding the President, shall be 
held at the time and place of each Conference Session 
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Bye-Law 

No 

3 No one shall b© eligible to stand for an office of the A J W 0 except 
that Of tho President, unless she has already served on the Standing 
Committee for at least one year 

4 Nominations not in conformity with the following rules shall be 
oonsidered invalid — 

(а) The Names of members eligible to stand for election shall be 
duly proposed and seconded by those qualified to nominate and shall 
be sent in writing to the General Secretary within the time specified 

(б) All nominations exoept those for the offloe of the Presi- 
dents shall bear the written consent of the nominees 

5 Once a nominee has given her consent for eleotion to any office 
other than the Presidentship she sb all not withdraw without the con- 
sent of the Executive Committee 

( 9 ) Flection of Office-Bearer* * — 

1 President — 

(a) Every member of the Standing Committee shall be entitled to 
send in one nomination for the Presidentship Such nomination shall 
reach the General Secretary within three months after the last session 
of the A.I W 0 Conference 

The General Secretary before circulating the nominations received 
for the Presidentship should ascertain whether the nominees are 
willing to stand for eleotion or not and mention the names of 
nominees who have withdrawn from the election 

( b ) Nominees for the Presidentship wishing to withdraw their 
names shall inform the General Secretory to that effect within three 
weeks of the complete list of Dominations being sent to them by 
the Central Offioe 

A candidate wishing to withdraw her name after the specified time 
shall communicate her reason^ Immediately to the Chairwoman 
who shall oonsult the Executive Committee on the matter 

(c ) Voting papers with the nominations mentioned in alphabetical 
ordor shall be sent to all Standing Committee Members who shall 
then forward their votes, by* registered post so as to reach the General 
Secretary at least a fortnight before the date of the Half yearly 
Meeting of the Standing Committee. 

SW—Nomla*tIoa» and rotluff paper* not In aeoordano© with Role* (a) and (e) 
*bor* shall b# oon»!dCT*d Invalid, ' 



BYE-LAWS ( A I.W.O. ) 93 

Bye-Law 

No. 

2. . Chairwoman : — The Chairwoman, when elected to act for any 
, President who does not desire to fill the offioe, shall be nominated 
and elected by members of the Standing Committee, from among 
the Patrons ( S C M ), Vice-Presidents and Ex- Vice-Presidents 
immediately after the session of the Conference. 

3 Vice-Presidents — Vice-Presidents shall be nominated by the mem 
bers of the Standing Committee and elected by the General Body Wo 
one shall be eligible to stand for a Vice-Presidentship for more than 
four consecutive years 

4 Secretaries — When the General Secretary or the Organising Secre. 
tary is Honorary, she shall be nominated and elected by the 
General Body. . 

5 Treasurer — The Honorary Treasurer shall be nominated and 
elected by the General Body of the Conference 

( 10 ) Election of other Standing Committee Members : — 

1. Patrons ( S C M ) : — Nine patrons shall be elected to the new 
Standing Committee by the General Body 

- / 

2 Membei s-m-Chai ge of Special Subjects — Members-in-Charge of Spe- 
cial Subjects shall, as required, be elected annually by the new Stand- 
ing Committee from among past or present members of the Standing 
Committee Should the person selected be from among past members 
of the Standing Committee, she shall first be co-opted to the Standing 
Committee as an Ordinary Member 

3 Bianch Repi esentative : — ( S C M ) shall be nominated and elected 
by their respective Branches m accordance with their constitutions 

4 Liaison Officers — 

( a ) Liaison Officers for organizations abroad and those appint- 
ed to act as Liaison Officers between the A I W C and other 
organizations, shall be nominated and elected by, and from among, the 
members of the Standing Committee 

( b ) Liaison Officers representing other Bodies on the Standing 
Committee of the A.I W 0 shall be appointed by the Committees 
of their respective organizations 

5 Conveners of Sub- Committees shall be nominated and elected by, 
and from among, the members of the Standing Committee. 
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IV 

COMMITTEES 
The Executive Committee 

11) An Executive Committee shall be appointed annually by the Stand 
log Committee to administer tho affairs of the A I W 0 within the 
terms defined. 

12 ) Cbmpoat/um • — The Executive Committee shall consist of * — 
Ex-Officxos — 

( а ) The Chairwoman. 

(б) The Honorary General Secretary 
( o ) The Honorary Treasurer 

( d ) The Meraber-in-Oharge of Constitution. 

v Elected by and from among members of the Standing Committee — 

(e) Not more than two Patrons (8 CM) 

(/) Not more than two Vice-Presidents. 

( g ) Six other members of whom not less than four shall be Branch 
Representatives (8 C M). 

( 13 ) Quorum — The Quorum of the Executive Committee shall bo seven 

member b 

( 14 ) Powers ' — Invitations — The Committee shall be empowered in excep- 

tional circumstances to invite Special Delegates and Special Visitors 
to a Conference Session 

( 15 ) Duties ■ — The Executive Committee shall among other things — 

1 Ratify Constitutions of Branches and Constituent Branches as 
submitted through the Constitution Member 

2. Recommend for inclusion in the Conference agenda, any from 
among urgent and important resolutions apart from those sent in 
by the Branches or those drafted by members of the Standing Com- 
mittee other than Branch Representatives 

3 Decide any other matters referred to it by the Standing Committee 
or urgent matters referred to It by the Chairwoman 

The Standing; Committee 

(16) Tho Standing Committee shall administer the afrairs of the 
A.I.W 0 and decide questions affecting its policy subject to the 
Constitution and shall carry out any general or special instructions 
that may be issuod by the General Body 


04 

Bye-Law 

Na 
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llt/c-Lcnb 

No . 

( 17 ) Business — 

1 The business of tho Standing Committee shall be carried out 
through .* — 

(a) Meetings 

( b ) Circulars 

( c ) Tho Executive Committee, within the terms defined 

2 At every annual meeting of the Standing Com miltee, there shal 
be presented . — 

( a ) The report of the Genoral Secretary for the year 

( b ) A duly auditod Balance Sheet, by the Honorary Treasurer 

( c) The Organising Secietaiy’s report for the year 

(rf) Repoits of the Fund Association and Lady Irwin College, 
by the Secretary of the Fund Association 

( e ) Reports of their work by — 

(l) Membeis-in-Charge of Special Subjects 

(n) Conveners of Sub-Committees ( if any ) 

•k 

( 18 ) Quo i uin — The Quorum of the Standing Committee shall include 
at least four Bianch Representatives ( S C M ), and shall be one- 
sixth of the total number of members on that Committee 

(19) Poueis — The Standing Committee shall' among othe? things, hate 

poioei to — 

1 Co-opt, subject to Article III ( C ) of the Constitution 
( a ) Ordinary Members : — 

( b ) Extraordinary Members 
(l) Experts on any subject 

(n) Representatives of other All-India Women’s Organiza 
tions, on a reciprocal ba_sis 

2 Appoint from among the members of the Standing Committee, as 
many assistant secretaries as may be lequired from time to time 

3 Appoint Sub-Committees and Ad Hoc Committees. 

4 Appoint one or more of its members to represent the A I W C, on 
any other Body or at any meeting inviting it to do so 

5 Appoint Delegations m response to invitations from abroad or for 
any special purpose 
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Bye-Law 

No 

6 Decide the question of affiliation of the AJ.W 0 to any Inter 
national Women s Organisation 

7 Invite Speoial Delegatee and Special Visitor* to attend a Confer 
enc© Session 

8 Refer urgent matters to the Executive Committee, -within the terms 
defined. 

( 2fi ) Duties i — 

At its first meeting hold after the Conference the Standing 
Committee shall aeleot special subjects for study research or practical 
work. Suoh subjects shall bo under the care of Mem bors-i n-Chargo of 
Special Subjects appointed in accordance with the rules of eleotion. 

The powors and terms of reference of suoh members shall be 
dearly doflnod by the Standing Committee at the time of their 
appointment 

( 21 ) Meetings — 

1 Ordinary Meetings of the Standing Committee shall be convened 
at least twice a year a Half yoarly Meeting and the Annual 
Meeting at a time and place selected by the Standing Committee 

2 KxtraordinaryMee tings- of the Standing Committee shall be called 
on the written requisition of at least two-thirds of the total number of 
members on the Standing Committee 

(22) Agenda : — 

1 All items for the Agenda shall be sent so as to reach tho General 
Secretary at least four weeks before the date of meeting 

2 The Agenda shall be sent, by the General Secretary to all 
members of the Standing Committee and others entitled to receive it 
at least a fortnight before the meeting 

( 23 ) Minutes — 

The Minutes of the Standing Committee Meetings shall be recorded 
by the General Secretary 

A oopy of the Minutes shall be posted to every member of the 
Standing Committee and othors on titled to receive it 

( 24 ) Decisional — 

1 Important docUIons taken by tho Standing Committee shall bo 
in tho form of resolutions duly proposed and seconded. 
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Bye Law 

No. 

2 Important proposals for decision by circulation shall be sent under 
postal certificate to every member of tbe Standing Committee The 
decision shall be declared according to the majority of replies received 
, from at least one-half of the total number of members on the 
Committee within the penod fixed for the purpose. Should the 
requisite number of replies be not received, or should the majority of 
replies received show any objection to the matter being decided by 
circulation, the question shall be laid before the Standing Committee 
at its next meeting 

Urgent business not conflicting with the general policy of the 
A I W C shall be referred for decision to the Executive Committee. 

( 25 ) Attendance — 

1 Chan — In the absence of the Chairwoman, the Chair shall be 
taken by some one elected by, and from among, the members present 
at the meeting ' The ordei of selection shall be as follows :• — 

Patrons ( S C M ) 

Vice-Presidents 

Members-in-Charge of Special Subjects 
Liaison Officers, subject to the rules 
Branch Representatives 
Other members entitled to the vote 

2 The General Secretary : — If the General Secretary is unable to 
attend a meeting of the Standing Committee, she shall, in consultation 
with the Chairwoman, delegate her duties, p?o tan, to some other 
member of the Standing Committee, preferably an Ex-Secretary. 

3 TheHonoiary T/easuiei — Should the Honorary Treasurer be unallo 
to attend a meeting of the Standing Committee, she shall delegate her 
powers, pro tem , to the General Secretary or to some other responsible 
member of the Standing Committee, preferably an Ex-Treasurei. 

4 Branch Repi esentatives — In case a Branch Representative is not able 
to attend a meeting of the Standing Committee, the Local Committee of 
her Branch shall authorise hei to send a substitute whose name shall 
be notified to the General Secretary at least a week before the meeting. 

Subjects Committee 

( 26 ) The need or otherwise of calling a Subjects Committee for the 

forthcoming session of the AIWC Conference shall be annually 
decided by the Standing Comnuttco at its Half-yearly Meeting In 
case no Subjects Committee is formed, tho Standing Committee shall 
be summoned to function m its stead 
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(27) The Subjects Committee, subject to Bye LoidNo M8, shall oansiat of! — 

( i ) All Members of the Standing Committee for the year 
(il) Branch Representatives as elected to serve on the new Standing 
Committee for the ensuing year 

Mrfr— In the event of *ny present Bren oh Representative baring been re-elected for 
analog year the Brsnoh Committee shell appoint one of Its delegates u 
Second Bubjoct* Committee jMember 

( 28 ) The Subjects Committee shall meet before the session of the Con- 

ference and may farther be summoned during the session. If required 

( 29 ) The Subjects Committee shall examine and draft the final form of 

the resolutions to be brought up for dismission at the Conference. It 
may resolve itself into sub-committees for this purpoee and may ref or 
on points to the Standing or Executive Committee 

The Subjects Committee may limit the number of resolutions so 
as to facilitate fuller discussion and suggestions of practical Importance 

( 30 ) Sub-Committee • — 

1 The period of life of a Sub-Committee appointed to carry out the 
work of the AI W C shall be one year The Subcommittee may bo 
re-appolnted if required 

2 Ad Hoc Committee may be appointed to deal with problems that 
arise from time to time Conveners of these may be oo-opted as 
Extraordinary Members of the Standing Oommitteo, if desired 

( 3l ) Conveners of Sub-Committees shall have power to co-opt opto 

three additional members who shall have specialised In the subject 
dealt with by the Sub- Committee 

( 32) The Chairwoman and General Secretary shall be ex-officio mom 

bors of all Sub-Committees. 

V 

Vacancies 

( 33 ) Vinxmaes Occurring between the Elections — 

1 Among tho Offioe-Bearors ehall subject to tho rulos bo filled by 
the Executive Oommitteo from among past or present Members of 
tho Standing Oommitteo. 

2 Among Mo inhere of the Executive Committee shall be filled by that 
Committee subject to tho rule? from among Members of the Standing 
Commlttoo 
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3 Among Members of the Standing Committee other than the Office 
Bearers, Branch Representatives or representatives of the other 
organisations shall be filled by the Standing Committee 

4. Among Branch Representative (S C M ) or representatives of other 
organisations shall be filled by the Branch or organisation in question 

5 On a Sub-Compnttee shall be filled by the Convener from among 
Members of the Standing Committee 

(34) Paid Officers and' Workers — Any vacancy among Paid Officers and 
Workers of the A I W C shall be filled by the Standing Committee. 

VI 

Duties 

( 35 ) General — All Members of the Standing Committee shall : — 

< 

(a) Be conversant with the Constitution, Bye-Laws, and Regulations 
and modes of procedure of the A I.W C , and shall be responsible to 
the Standing Committee for the efficient discharge of their official 
duties 

( b ) Whenever possible, tour in their respective areas on behalf 
of the A I W C In the case of a Branch Representative ( S C M ) this 
duty may be relegated by her local oomnnttee, to some other person 

( c ) Make it a point of attending all meetings of the Standing 
Committee held during the year Reasons for unavoidable absence 
must be communicated, without delay, to the General Secretary 

( 36 ) The Chairwoman shall be responsible for the proper conduct and 

order of all meetings at which she presides 

(37) Potions ( S C M ) and Vice-Pi esidents shall fulfil any special 

duties deputed to them by the Standing Committee, and shall co-ope- 
rate with the Chairwoman and members of the Standing Committee in 
matters affecting the jvelfare of the A I W C 

( 38 ) The Genei al Secretary shall : — 

1. Be in charge of the Central Office and carry out such other 
duties as may be decided on by the Standing Committee from time to 
time. 

2 Issue circulars to the Standing Committee Members at least once 
in every two months A summary of the information received in 
answer to such circulars, together with other relevant matter in 
regard to the progress of work, shall be issued bv her for information 
of the Executive Committee from time to time 
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3 Circulate, as soon as posalblo after rooeiving it, any information 
which a Standing Committee Member may send to ho" for that 
purpose within four woeks before the Half yearly Meeting or within 
Bix weeks before a Conference-Session Meeting of the Standing 
Committee Urgent matters may be attended to at the clscretlon of 
the General Secretary 

4 Arrange for Railway Concessions for all the Office-Bearers 
Standing Committee Members and Delegatee attending the meetings or 
Conferences of the A LW C 

5 Convene the meetings of the Standing Committee 

(39) The Organising Secretary shall as directed by the Standing 
Committee assist in the formation, organisation, and development of the 
Branches and Sub-Branches of the A I W 0 in varices areas of the 
country She shall also assist the General Seoretary in the work of the 
Central Office and shall carry out any other instructions that may bo 
issued by the Standing Committee from time to time. 

(40) Tks Honorary Treasurer shall be responsible for ( a ) the collection 
and distribution of all moneys and for the proper maintenance of ac- 
counts pertaining to the A.LW 0 (6 ) the framing and presentation of 
a Draft Budget at the first meeting of the New Standing Committee 

( 4 X ) Duties of Branch Bepremntntwes ( S C M ) — 

1 A Branch Representative ( 8 0 M ) shall be one of the Secretaries 
of tho Branch Association and most be resident in the area Id whioh 
the headquarters of the Branch happen to be 

2 The Branch Representative (S. 0 M ) shall be the Liaison Officer 
Intween the Branch and the Standing Committee of the AJ W 0 She 
shall present the views of her Branch on all important issues arising 
for discussion at meetings of the Standing Committee, and shall 
attend to all AIWC circulars and cprrospondence In consultation 
with her local committeo. 

3 The Branoh Representative (SOM) shall be responsible for 
carrying out tho wort suggested in the annual time-table of tho 
A-J W C SHe shall forward to the Goneral Secretary — 

(a) Three weeks before the Half yearly Meeting of tho Standing 
Committee a six monthly report of the work done by her Branch 
find itoms for the agenda of the Standing Committeo Mooting 
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(6) Six weeks before tlie Conference Session, a copy of all 
resolutions passed by the Branch Conference, duly classified , and items 
for the agenda of the Standing Committee Meeting 

( c ) Four weeks before the Conference Session 

( I ) The names of the Branch Delegates and Ordinary Visitors 
attending the All-India Women’s Conference 

( II ) The name of the Branch Representative ( S C M ) as 
elected for the ensuing year 

( III ) The name of a Second Subjects Committee Member in case 
she herself has been re-elected as Branch Representative for the 
ensuing year 

(iv) The full annual report of the Branch Association 

(d) The names of any Special Delegates or Special Visitors 
to the A I W Conference that may be recommended by the 
Branch 

(42) Memhers-in-Charge of Special Subjects and Convene} s of Sub-Corn - 
mittees shall : — 

(a) Within their terms of reference, collect and disseminate 
information, do propaganda work, file relevant press-cuttings, and 
keep in touch with other members dealing with similar subjects 
in the Branches 

( b ) Keep the Central Office in close touch with their work and, 
as far as possible, posted up-to-date m regard to any legislation, 
dealing with their special subjects, which has been introduced, or 
is pending, in the Legislature , 

(c) Forward detailed six-monthly and annual roports, one -at the 
time of the Half-yearly Meeting of the Standing Committee and the 
other at the time of the Conference 

( 43 ) 1 The Liaison Officers for organizations abroad shall regularly send 
to the Chairwoman and the General Secretary A I W C important 
extracts from thier correspondence 

2 Liaison' Membei s between the AIWC and other organisations 
shall represent the views of the AIWC at committee meetings of 
the bod 1 s to which they have been elected and shall be responsible 
for 8%, lying the Standing Committee r of the A.I W,C, with afi 
information required, 
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The A. I W C, Session 

(44) Invitation • — 

Any Branch wishing to invite either the A.I.W 0 to hold its 
Conference or the Standing Committee to hold one of its meetings 
within the Branch area shall extend a formal invitation through the 
Branoh Representative (8 0 M ) to the Chairwoman of the Standing 
Committee. 

(45) The Reception Committee — 

1 A Reception Committee oi women shall be organised by the 

Branch Representative (8 C M ) as soon as possible after the invita- 
tion to hold the Oonferenoe Session in her Branoh area has been 
accepted by the A.LW 0 ) 

2 The Reooption Committee of the Conference Session shall pro tem 
be deemed to be a separate unit and, as iu oh shall be entitled to elect 
five delegates from among its members The other members of the 
Reception Committee may attend the Oonferenoe as Special Visitors » 

3 The entire amount of Delegates fees shall be credited to tho ac- 
count of the A.LW 0 Association. 

4 Half the proceeds of the Variety Entertainment organised by the 
Reception Committee plus half the surplus of the money oolleoted by 
the Reception Committee for tho 'Conference Session, after the ex 
pons os are paid shall be handed over to the AIWC, Fund. 

(46) Programme ' — 

After a formal discussion of the provisional programme by the 
Standing Committee at its Half Yearly Meeting the General Secretary 
shall be responsible for drawing op the final programme of the 
Conference Session, in consultation with the Chairwoman of the 
A. I W 0 and the Branch Representative (8 O M.) of tho place where 
the session la to be held. 

( 47 ) Delegates to the All India Women • Conference shall be ' — 

(a ) All Members of tho Standing Committee 

{ b ) Special Delegates — 

( i ) Patrons who'are not members of the Standing Committee 
for the year 

( II) Those invitod to attend as Special Deiogat 3 . 
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( c ) Oi dinar y Delegates — 

(i) A.I W 0 Branch Delegates. 

( 11 ) Five Reception Committee Delegates. 
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(48) Special Delegates shall have all the rights of Ordinary Delegates, 
and shall further be entitled to attend, by invitation of the Standing 
Committee, any of the other meetings of the A I W C held during 
the Conference Session At such meetings , they shall not, except by 
permission of the Chair, participate in the discussions , they shall not, 
m any case, vote at such meetings 

( 49 ) Visitors — 

1 Special Visitors may, by permission of the Chair, speak during 
the open discussion of the Conference, but shall not have the right 
to vote 

2 Ordinary Visitors may attend the Conference meetings, but shall 
not be entitled either to speak or vote 

(50) Resolutions — 

1 Only those resolutions which are passed at the Branch Confer- 
ences or are drafted by Standing Committee Members other than 
Branch Representatives, and which are duly forwarded to the General 
Secretary shall be considered for inclusion in the agenda of the 
AIWC Conference Exceptions may be made by advice of the 
Executive Committee, in the case of important or urgent resolutions 

All such resolutions shall be subject to alteration, revision or 
rejection by the Subjects Committee ( or by the Standing Committee, 
if no Subjects Committee has been called for that session ) 

2 Resolutions for the agenda of the AIWC Conference shall 
reach the General Secretary not later than six weeks before the date 
of the Conference They shall be sent duly classified according to 
the subject-matter, and should be marked as follows • — 

(a) “Urgent” (such as those relating to Bills pending in 
Legislatures ) 

(h) ## (those of special importance, because of their All-India 
application ) 

(c) f( local resolution for which the backing of the AIWC. 
Conference is needed ) ' 

3 Copies of all resolutions, properly classified, shall be issued by 
the General Secretary to the members of the Standing Committee and 
to all others attending the Conference as Delegates. 
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(51 ) Amendment# *— 

1 Amendments to the original resolutions may bo ,moved by mem-4 
bers of the Subjects Committee during any of its sittings. 

2 Amendments to the resolutions as placed on the agenda of the 
Conference may be propoeed by any delegate Such amendments 
shall be given to the General Secretary in writing one day before 
the Conference Sitting at which the resolution is due to be moved. 

A delegate wishing to propose an amendment to an amendment 
during a sessional sitting of the Conference shall send it up la writing 
to the Chair 

(52) Business ' — At every session of the All India Womens Conference 
there shall be presented — 

(a) A report of the A I W C work done since the previous Confer- 
ence ( General Secretary ) 

( b) A duly audited Balance Sheet ( Hqnor&ry Treasurer ) 

( c) Resumes of the Branch Reports (Branch Representatives ) 

( d) Reports from Member&dn Charge of Special Subjects 

(«) Sub-Committee reports. If any ( Conveners ) 

(f) Brief reports of the A I W 0 Fund Association and tho Lady 
Irwin College ( Honorary Secretary Fund Association ) 

(53) Procedure • — 

1 LanffuageX — At sessional sittings of the Conference the speeches 
shall as far as possible be in Hindustani At the discretion of the 
Chair important speeches may be translated into the language of the 
area into which the Conference Is held 

2 Time and Conduct : — The amount of time to be allowed to such 
speaker and the oonduot of tbe proceedings shall be left to the dis- 
cretion of the President, subject to the rules of prooodore followed 
by tho Indian Oontral Legislature modified where necessary by the 
Standing Committee 

vm 

Patrons 

( 54 ) Patrons who are not members of the Standing Committee for the 

year shall be entitled to attend tho Conference Sessions as Special 
Delegates. They may also participate but without power to vots in 
all other mootings of the A I W C 



Bye-Law 

No 


BYE-LAWs (AIWO.) 


105 


IX 

Co-opted Members 

(55) 1 Ordtivuy Co-opted Members shall )mvo (he full rights of Standing 
Committee Members 

2 E 1 1) oo) di mu ij Co-opted Membei s* : — 

(a) Representatives of olhor organisations on the Standing 
Committee 

(b) Those co-opted foi special purposes oi for stated periods of 
timo only 

Extraordinary mcmbcis shall not have tho right to vote except 
as delegates 

X 

Journals 

(56) A journal shall ho rogularly published in tho name of tho All* 
India Womon's Conference, in aceoidancc with directions issued from 
time to time by the Standing Committee. 

XI 

Publicity 

(57) 1 Proper publicity arrangements shall be made by the Reception 
Committee at the timo and place of a Conference Session The Geenral 
Secretary (A I W C ) and others appointed by the Standing 
Committee to assist her, shall fully co-opeiate with the Reception 
Committee in this matter. 

2 Statements: — No statement on behlf of the A I.W C shall be 
released for publication, unless it has the approval and signature of 
the Chairwoman 

XII 

All-India Women’s Education Fund Association 

A I W.C. 

(58) A A IW C Liaison Office i — The Standing Committee shall 
appoint, from among the twelve elected members on the Governing 
body of the A I W C Fund Association, one to act as the Liaison Officer 
between the A I. W C and the Lady Irwin College Such member 
shall representfthe views of the A I W C at meetings of the Fund 
N 
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Association and shall keep herBelf up-to-date in matters pertaining 
to the College 

2 Rides for Election - — Tho rule a for eloction to the Governing Body 
of tho AI W 0 Fund Association Bhall ho published along with the 
\ Constitution and Byo-Laws of tho All India Womens Conference 

Association 

XIII 

Finance 

(59) 1 Reserve Fund' — All donations shall be credited to a Reserve 

Fund of the Association of the All India Women e Conforenoe 

2 The Financid Year of the A J W C shall be from the 1st of 
November to October the 31st 

3 Balance Sheet and Donors: — Tho Annual Balance Sheet, as ratified 

by the Standing Committee and the name® of all Donors paying 
R* 10 or more for the ourrent year shall be printed la the annua 
Report of the A I W 0 \ 

4 Affiliation and Registration Fees shall be sent to the Honorary 
Treasurer A I W 0 before the Half yearly Meeting of the Standing 
Committee of that year 

5 Delegates Fees'— Each dolegate to the A J W Conference shall 
pay a fee of Rs 10 to the Honorary Treasurer 

6 Standing Committee Members •— Members-in-Oharge of Spauial 
Subjects Liaison Officers and Conveners of Sub-Committees (if any) 
shall be allotted certain sums to be determined by the Standing 
Committee for their expenses Any further expenditure incurred by 
these members shall require tbe sanotion of the Executive Committee 

7 Paid Officers and Workers — The salaries Increase or de or ease In 
salaries and the allowances ( if any ) of all paid offloers and workers 
of tho A I W C shall be deoidod on by the Standing Committee 

XIV 

The A I \V C. Constitution and tiye-Laws 

( Vide Article No. IX ) 

(60) 1 All proposals of alteration to tho Articles Byo-Laws and Rogulft 

tiona of tho A I W 0 shall bo stotod in the oxaot form In which tho 
alteration is dosirod to bo offoctod and copies shall bo forvrardod 
to tho Genoral Secretary and tho Constitution Mombor by 
registered post 
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2# All proposals of altciation to the*— 

( 1 ) Ai tides must ioach (lie General Secrctaiy at least four 
months before the date of the Conference Session 

(a) Bi/c-Laws and Jdc/jtilattons must reach the General Secretary 
at least four months prior to the Ilalf-yoaily Meeting or the Confer* 
ence Session mooting of the Standing Committee 

THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S EDUCATION FUND 
ASSOCIATION 

( As the All-India Women’s Conference is strongly lepresonted on the 
Governing Body of the All-India Women’s Education Fund Association, 
winch came into oxistcncc thiough the Confeience aftei its fiist Delhi 
Session, it lecommends this Fund to all those inteiested in the 
development of girls’ education along the lines of its Memorandum ). 

Memorandum of Association 

1 The name of the Association is “The All-India Women’s 
Education Fund Association ” 

2 The olnects for which the Association is established aie . — 

(1) The management of the Fund known as “The All-India 
Women’s Education Fund ” 

(2) The promotion of the education of women and guls of India 
including: — 

(a) The aid of any schemes foi thefuitheiance of education in all 
its branches, of the women and gals of India as may fiom time to 
time be recommended by the Confeience known as the All-India 
Women’s Conference oi undei such othei names as the Confer- 
ence may hereafter be registered ( heieinafter and in the Rules 
and Regulations of the Association referred to as t the All-India 
Women’s Confeience ) 

(b) The institution of propaganda foi the education of the women 
and guls of India 

(e) The inci ease of the supply of better tiamed teachers, having 
' particular regard to the inclusion of training in domestic subjects 

( d ) The encouragement of the production of better text-books and 
attractive and suitable hteratuie in the vernaculai 

( e) The exploration and initiation of schemes for the education of 
children of Kindergarten age, for the extension of suitable 
education amongst childien in lura] areas, for the support wheie 
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possible of approved schemes whicli. already exist, and for the 
provision of suitable housing acoommodation for women teachers, 
especially in rural areas. 

(/) The extension of facilities in existing educational institutions 
for courses of training in home-craft, fine arts domestic science 
physical culture and other suitable Hubjeots 

(SI The purchase or acquisition on lease or in exohange, or on 
hire or otherwise of any real or personal property and any rights or 
privileges necessary or convenient for the purpose of the Association. 

(4) The ereotion construction alteration and maintenance 
of any buildings necessary or convenient for the purpose of the 
Association 

(5) Ths salo improvement management and development of all 
ox any part of the property of the Association 

(0) The promotion and establishment of branches and of other 
societies or associations with similar objects particularly in the 
constituent areas of die All India Women s Conference and the 
affiliation or amalgamation of such societies or associations with this 
Association. 

(7) The doing of %J1 other such things as are Incidental or con- 
ducive to the attainment of the above objects or any of them 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
I Membership 

1 There shall he the fallowing grades of members of the Association: — 
(c) President (6) Patrons (c) Vioe-Patrons (rf) Life Fellows 
(e) Life Members. (/) Members. 

2 The President shall be elected at a General Meeting for a period of 
three > ears 

’ The Patrons of the Association shall he donors of sums amounting in 
the aggregate to not less than Rs 20 000 and such other distinguished 
persons as the Governing Body may think proper to appoint Every patron 
shall be at liberty to appoint a representative to attend and vote at the General 
Meetings of the Association on his or hsr behalf 

4 Vice-Patrons shall be donors of sums amounting In the aggregate to 
Rs 10 000 Lifo Follows shall be do wrs of sums amounting in the aggregate 
to Rs 500 Lifo Members shall be donors of sums of not leas than Rs 100 

5 Mombors shall bo persons who pay an annual subscription of 
not loss than Rs, 5 such subscription shall be due In advance on tho let 
Novombor in every year 
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6 The Governing Body may elect any person to honorary membership of 
any grade m recognition of services rendered to the Association. 

7. The Honorary Secretary of the Association shall maintain a ^register 
of members of the Association and this register shall be open to inspection 

II. General Meeting 

8 (a) The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall beheld 
once a year at Delhi, at an interval of not less than 10 and not more than 15 
months The Executive Committee, however, shall have power to alter the 
venue for any special reasons ( Notice of such Annual General Meetings shall 
bo given at least one month before the date fixed and such notice shall specify 
the business to be transacted Members of all grades shall le entitled to 
attend and to vote on question that may be submitted to the meeting for 
determination ) 

( b ) At such Annual General Meeting the report and balance sheet for 
the past year, and the budget for the next year, shall lie presented and an 
Auditor appointed for auditing the account of the next year Any other 
business may be brought forward with the assent of the Chair 

9 {a) An Extraordinary General Meetnig of the Association maybe 
convened at any time by the President for any purpose connected with the 
Association and shall be convened on the written requisition of at least 30 
members stating the object of such meeting 

(6) At least 18 days’ notice shall be given of such meeting, with the 
agenda to be brought before it, provided that accidental omission to give such 
notice to any member shall not invalidate any Resolution passed at such 
meeting, and no business other than that specified in such agenda shall be 
transacted 

10 ( a ) All General Meentigs of the Association shall be presided over by 
the President or in her absence by the Chairwoman of the Governing Body, or 
m absence of both by some other person elected by those present 

(hi All questions shall be decided by the votes of the members 
present, taken by show of hands, but anyone present may demand a division 
which shall forthwith be taken and the result declared by the officer presiding 

( c) In case of equality of votes, the officer -presiding shall have a, 
second or casting vote 


III The Governing Body 

V 

11. (1) The Governing Body of the Association for the purpose of the 
Act XXI of 1860 shall consist of the President and 21 members including 
an Honorary Secretary and an Honorary Treasurer, all of whom with the 
exception of the Honorary Treasurer, shall be women, 
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(3) From and after the Annual General Mooting of 1938 the 
Governing Body shall consist of — 

(a) The President the Honorary Secretory and the Honorary 
Treasurer 

(b) Ninetoon members of tho Association elected triennlally as 
follows — Seven elected by tho Association and 12 elooted by 
the Standing Committee of the All India Women a Conference 
of whom 2 Bb all be from Indian States 

(3) The members of the Governing Body shall all be members of the 
Fund Association 

(4) Casual vacancies among office-holders or members of the Govern 
ing Body shall be filled by the Governing Body and any person so chosen shall 
retain hia or her office so long as the vacating member would have retained 
the same if no vacancy had occurred In the event of a vacanoy or vacancies 
oo our ring among those members eleoted by the Standing Committee of the 
All India Women s Conference the GoverningBody shall fill it or them from 
among namee submitted to them by the said Standing Committee No aotion 
of the Governing Body which may be otherwise valid shall be rendered Invalid 
by the reason of any snoh vacancy remaining unfilled provided however 
that the number of vacancies so remaining unfilled shall not at any time exoeed 
/Ares An absenoe of 12 months out of India shall constitute a vacancy 

(5) The Governing Body shall have power when necessary to co-opt 
persons having expert knowledge m any Branch of the Association s work 
The number of persons so oo-opted shall not at any one time exceed five Any 
co-optation shall cease at the will of the Governing Body 

12 The Governing Body shall hold their Annual Meeting on the same day 
and at the same place as and immediately after the Annual General Mooting 
of the Association or at such other place and time as the Executive Committee 
may decide. The Governing Body shall at the Annual Meeting elect from 
among themselves a Chairwoman who will preside in the ateenoe of the 
President and a Vice-Chairwoman who in the absence of tlfe Chairwoman 
shall oonduot her duties and exercise her powers In the absence of both at 
any meeting such meeting may elect its own Chairwoman from those present 
Any vacancies in these offices shall be filled up by the Governing Body 

13 Ordinary meetings of the Govorning Body shall be held at euoh place 
and time os may bo fixed by tho Executive Committee The annual budget 
and report of the Association shall be considered at ono such mooting In 
each year 

14 An extraordinary meeting of tho Govorning Body may lw called at 
any time by tho President oj" Chalrwoma 
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15 Upon a requisition in writing made by any five members of the 
Governing Body stating the object, the President or Chairwoman shall call an 
extraordinary meeting 

16 Eighteen day’s clear notice of any meeting of the Governing Body, 
specifying the place, day, ard hour of the meeting and general nature of the 
business to be transacted shall be given to every member of the Governing 
Body by notice sent under postal ceitificate, provided that the failure to give 
such notice to any of the members shall not invalidate any resolution at such 
meeting 

17 At a meeting of the Governing Body six members must be present in 
1 person to form a quorum 

18 If no quoium is present within an hour of the time fixed for a meeting 
of the Governing Body, the meeting shall be held after an interval of 24 hours 
If there again be no quoium, only urgent business may be transacted, and at 
such meeting thiee members shall foim a quorum. 

19 In the event of an equality df votes at any meeting, the presiding 
officer shall have a second or casting vote 

20 ( 1 ) The Governing Body shall at their annual meeting, elect the 
Honorary Secietaiy and the Honoiaiy Treasuier They may also appoint an 
Honoiary Assistant Secretary and an Honorary Assistant Tieasurer These 
shall not, ex-officio, be members of the Governing Body, but in the event of the 
absence from any meeting of the Secietary oi Tieasurer, they shall act m their 
respective offices as members of the Governing Body Persons holding these 
offices shall be eligible for re-election. Any vacancies in these offices occur- 
ring duung the year shall be filled up by the Governing Body 

(2) All othei appointments shall be made by the Executive 
Committee 

21. The Governing Body, subject to these Rules, shall have general con 
trol of the affans of the Association with authority to make standing orders 
regulating its own procedure, the pioceduie of the Executive Committee, and 
the powers and duties of its officeis. In particular, it shall provide for a proper 
record of all proceedings, and for an accurate account of all receipts and pay- 
ments to be opened to the inspection of the auditor 

22 In addition to the powers and authorities confened on them either 
by Statute or Rules of the Association, the Governing Body shall have powei 
to do all such acts as are te be done by the Association, with the exception of 
those which by these Rules or by Statute are expiossly directed to be done by 
the Association in General Meetings. 
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IV Committees 

23 The Governing Body shall at their annual meeting elect an Executive 
Committee of eight members besides the office-bearers Any vacancies in the 
elected members of the Executive Committee occurring during the year shall 
be filled by the Executive Committee 

\ 

This Executive Committee will perform the current duties of the Associa 
tion and such other duties as the Governing Body may prescribe The transao 
tions of the Executive Committee shall be duly recorded and laid before the 
Governing Body at Its next meeting for information or confirmation. In case 
of emergency the Executive Committee may perform any duty and exercise 
any power of the Governing Body The Executive Committee may appoint 
any sub-oommittee and delegate to it any powers which may be necessary bat 
the proceedings of such sob-oommittees shall in every case be reported for 
information or confirmation to the Executive Committee The Executive 
Committee shall meet at such time and in such places as they think proper and 
at all their meetings four shall form a quorum 

24 The Chairwoman Vioe-Chairwoman Honorary Secretary and 
Honorary Treasurer shall be ex-officio members of the Executive Committee 
The Honorary Secretary shall be ox-officio member of all subcommittees ( In 
the absence of either Honorary Secretary or Honorary Treasurer their Assist- 
ants if any will aot as members of the Executive Committee and any of the 
Sub-Committees X 

25 ( 1 ) All matter* affecting the finance of the Association shall 
be referred to the Executive Committee before being determined by the 
Governing Body 

(2) The Executive Committee ahaii scrutinise the aocounts of the 
Association and shall consider the report of the Auditor It shall also pre- 
pare the annual budget and submit it through the Governing Body to the 
General Meeting of the Association. 

26 When a Branch of the Association is formed, or any other body 
having for its objects the purposes for whioh the Association is established 
desires affiliation the case shall be examined by the Executive Committee 
before being submitted to the Governing Body and no suoh branch ahull be 
recognised or body affiliated without the vote of the Governing Body It shall 
be a ooTtditlon of recognition or affiliation that each suoh branch or body shall 
have a regularly constituted conunitteo, and shall pay an annual affilia tion 
foe to bo fixed by the Governing Body and that Its aocounta be audited by an 
auditor approved by the Governing Body 

27 Unless otherwise desired by them branches and afflliatod bodies 
Shall remain Independent in the administration of tholr funds and in tho 
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oondm t of thou operations, hut (lies ‘'hall furnish to tho Governing Body such 
report*' and information it*- into ho requited In' the Go\ormog Body and shull 
,i''*-) t '{ 1>\ t orreepoode u o and conteience iii (lie furtherance oi then common 
olijj ct*v 1 he tiovoinmg Bodv shall have power, subject to tho Rules to assist 
branches ntid nfithntod holies in such manner and to such an extent us it may 
consider to he tondume to the objects ot the Association 

£8 The Gov ormng Bodv shall ho at liberty to appoint sub-comimttccs 
for such purposes and null such powers as they may think piopcr. 

V General 

2^ Ail monos s at am time standing to the credit of t he general account 
\\ liich sh ill not he re juired tor curient expenses, and winch the Governing 
Bod> shall not determine to ttansfer to the Building or any other account, 
shall benuestod bv the Honorary Treasurer, with approval of the Executive 
Committee m securities authorised by law for tho investment of trust funds 

30. The Bankers of tho Association shall be the Imperial Bank of India 

and also if ncccs-sirv the Central Bank of India Ltd 

* 

31. Tile Executive Committee shall provide a seal and also piovido for its 
safe custody, and tho seal shall never he used oveept by the authority of the 
Executive Committee previously given and in the presence ot two Members of 
the Executive Committee who slmll sign every instrument to which tho soul is 
fixed, and every such instrument shall be countcrsignod by the Honorary 
Secretary or some other porson appoinicl by the Executive Committee 

33 If any corporation, film, school, college or body of trustees makes any 
subscription or donation to the Association, the privileges which such subscrip- 
tion or donation carries shall he exercised by aperson whom the above-mentioned 
may from time to time nominate for a period not exceeding ten years to be 
determined by the Governing Body 

33 ( l ) None of those Rules shall bo repealed or alterod and no now Rules 
shall bo mado except by Resolution passed by majority of not less tbantlnee- 
fifths of the members of the Governing Body present at an oidinary meeting 
and confirmed by Resolution passed by a subsequent Geneial Meeting of the 
Association 

( 2 ) Interpretation of those Rules shall be vested entirely in the 
Governing Body. 

BYE-LAWS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE 

GOVERNING BODY 

1. The Executive Committee shall conduot all elections to the Governing 
Body. 


o 
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IV Committees 

23 The Governing Body shall at their annual mooting elect an Executive 
Committee of eight members besides the office-bearers Any vacancies in the 
elected members of the Executive Committee occurring during the year shall 
be filled by the Executive Committee 

This Executive Committee will 'perform the current duties of the Associa- 
tion and such other duties as the Governing Body may prescribe The transao 
tionfl of the Executive Committee shall be duly recorded and laid before the 
Governing Body at its next meeting for information or confirmation. In case 
of emergency the Executive Committee may perform any duty and exercise 
any power of the Governing Body The Executive Committee m ay appoint 
any sub-committee and delegate to it any powers which may be necessary but 
the proceodmgs of such sub- committees shall in every oase be reported for 
information or confirmation to the Executive Committee The Executive 
Committee shall meet at such time and in such plaoes as they think proper and 
at all their meetings four shall form a quorum 

24 The Chairwoman, Vice-Chairwoman, Honorary Secretary, and 
Honorary Treasurer shall be ex-officio members of the Executive Committee 
The Honorary Secretary shall be ex-officio member of all sub-Committoos ( In 
the absence of either Honorary Secretary or Honorary Treasurer their Assist- 
ants if any will act os members of the Executive Committee and any of the 
Sub-Committees X 

25 ( 1 ) All matters affecting the finance of the Association shall 
be referred to the Executive Committee before being determined by the 
Governing Body 

12) The Executive Committee shall scrutinise the aocounta of the 
Association and shall consider the report of the Auditor It shall also pre- 
pare the annual budget and submit it through the Governing Body to the 
General Meeting of the Association, 

26 When a Branoh of the Association la formed, or any other body 
having for its objects the purposes for whioh the Association is established 
desires affiliation the case shall be examined by the Executive Committee 
before being submitted to the Governing Body and no suoh branch ■hull be 
recognised or body affiliated without tbs vote of the Governing Body It shall 
be a condition of recognition or affiliation that each suoh branch or body shall 
have a regularly constituted committee and shall pay an annual affiliation 
fee to bo fixed by the Governing Body and that its accounts be audited by an 
auditor approvod by tho Governing Body 

27 Unless otherwise desired by them branches and affillatod bodies 
•hall remain indopondent in the administration of their funds and In tho 
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Conduct of then operations, but they shall furnish to the Governing Body such 
reports and information as may be required by the Governing Body and shall 
assist by correspondence and conleience m the furtherance of theu common 
objects The Governing Body shall have powei, subject to the Rules to assist 
branches and affiliated bodies in such manner and to such an extent as it may 
consider to be conducive to the objects of the Association 

28 The Governing Body shall be at liberty to appoint sub-committees 
for such purposes and with such powers as they may think proper 

V. General 

29 All moneys at any time standing to the credit of the general account 
which shall not be required for current expenses, and which the Governing 
Body shall not determine to transfer to the Building or any other account, 
shall be invested by the Honorary Treasurer, with approval of the Executive 
Committee in securities authorised by law for the investment of trust funds 

30. The Bankers of the Association shall be the Imperial Bank of India 
and also if necessary the Central Bank of India Ltd 

31. The Executive Committee shall provide a seal and also provide for ns 
safe custody, and the seal shall never be used except by the authority of the 
Executive Committee previously given and in the presence of two Members of 
the Executive Committee who shall sign every instrument to which the seal is 
fixed, and every such instrument shall be countersigned by the Honorary 
Secretary or some other person appointed by the Executive Committee 

32. If any corporation, firm, school, college or body of trustees makes any 
subscription oi donation to the Association, the privileges which such subscrip- 
tion or donation carries shall be exercised by a person whom the above-mentioned 
may from time to time nominate for a period not exceeding ten years to be 
determined by the Governing Body 

33 ( 1 ) None of these Rules shall be repealed or altered and no new Rules 
shall be made except by Resolution passed by majority of not less than three- 
fifths of the members of the Governing Body present at an ordinary meeting 

and 'confirmed by Resolution passed by a subsequent General Meeting of the 
Association 

(2) Interpretation of these Rules shall be vested entnely in the 
Govermng Body. 

BYE-LAWS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE 

GOVERNING BODY 

1. The Executive Committee shall conduct all elections to tho Governing 
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2 Every candidate for election to the Governing Body shall be a mem- 
ber of the Association and shall be nominated by a member of the Association 
Nomination forms for membership for the Governing Body shall be posted to 
each member of the Association In suoh form and at such time as the Exeou 
tive Committee may think proper No person can nominate herself or himself 

3 The nomination forms must be returned to the Honorary Secretary 
of the Association by the date filed for that purpose accompanied by the 
consent in writing of the candidate nominated. 

4 All nominations shall be scrutinised by the Executive Committee 
who shall have asbolnte discretion to reject any nominee Notice of the names 
of all candidates so nominated together with voting papers in the form approved 
by the Executive Committee and instructions as to voting shall be posted to 
oach member of the Association. The voting papers must be returned to the 
Honorary Secretary in special envelopes provided only fqp this purpose by tho 
date fixed in the notice 

6 The voting papers shall be opened and scrutinised at a meeting of 
the Executive Committee or by tho Honorary Secretary and two sourtinlseffl 
appointed by the Executive Committee The votes for candidates will be count 
od separately and the candidate or candidates, as the oase may be, receiving 
the highest number of votes shall be declared elected In the event of two 
or more candidates for one vacancy heading the poll with the same number 
of votes the Chairwoman of the Executive Committee shell exorcise a 
casting vote 

6 The declaration of the Chairwoman of the Executive Committee 
doclanng the candidates elected shall be final and shall bo reported to the 
Association at the Annual General Meeting Successful candidates shall bo 
notified immediately of their election 

7 If during tho interval between the posting of the nomination papers 
and the oountlng of the votes a candidate, nominated by a member of the 
Association is elooted to the Governing Body by the Standing Oommitteo pf 
tho All India Women e Conference her name shall bo removed from the 
voting paper 

S. The Standing Committoo of the All India Woman s Conference shall 
lui' o power to nominate not more than three names for oach vaoancy 
occurring during any yoar in tho Governing Body among its roprosontativoS 
In tho ovoit of thoso nominations not being aont In to tho Honorary 8oorotary 
of the Association within one month of tho roquest for such nominations tho 
Governing Body shall fill the vacancy or vacancies thomselvos. 

9 In order to simplify oloctions for offioo-holdors of tho Exocutlvo 
Committee nomimtlo ns for those should bo sont In by tho mombors of tho 
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Governing Body to tlie Honorary Secretary at least thee days before the 
Annual General Meeting 

HISTORY OF THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

1 Ongm of the All -India Women's Con feience 

The All-India Women’s Conference owes its origin to a circulai lettei 
from Mrs Margaret E Cousins who, in the autumn of 1926, as Secretary of 
the Women’s Indian Association, Adyar, Madras, addressed an appeal to 
women ^11 over the country to form local committees and hold Constituent 
Conferences in each of the Provinces and in certain other clearly defined 
districts and Indian States, for the purpose of declaring their views on problems 
of education 

The original stimulus which gave rise to Mrs Cousin’s letter was an appeal 
made by the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, at the Prize-Giving Func- 
tion of the Bethune College, Calcutta, in which he called on Indian Women to 
u tell us with one voice what they want, and keep on telling us till they get it" 
Mrs .A. L Hmdekoper, an Ex-Principal of the Bethune College made use of 
this appeal as the basis of two articles which were published in Stri Dharma, 
the monthly magazine of the Women’s Indian Association, and it was after 
this that Mrs. Cousins took up the matter in the way just described Her 
appeal met with a wide and enthusiastic response, and Conferences were held 
m 22 places during the months of September to December 1926, and the First All- 
India Women’s Conference was organised to take place at Poona, where it was 
held from January 5th to 8th, 1927, under the distinguished Presidentship of Her 
Highness the Mahaiam Chimnabai Saheb Gaekwar of Baroda — Mrs Cousins 
being the first Honorary Organising Secretary The Resolutions passed at that 
Conference related almost without exception to education, ranging from matters 
concerning Primary Schools up to those relating to College and Adult Educa- 
tion. The sole exception was a Resolution condemning the practice of early 
marriage, as it interfered with education and supporting Sir Han Singh Gour’s 
Age of Consent Bill, which, was then about to come befoie the Legislative 
Assembly 

2 The Second Conference, 

In 1928, the Second Confeience was held in Delhi under the Presidentship 
of Her Highness the Begum Mother of Bhopal, the proceedings being opened 
by Her Excellency Lady Irwin ( Lady Halifax ) In addition to reaffirming 
most of the Resolutions of the First Conference, notable Resolutions were passed 
relating to Rai Saheb Harbilas Sarda’s Bill for the resrtaint of Early Marriage, 
which was at that time under consideration, as well as urging the Government 
to give representation to women in the Central Legislature, so that they might 
lie ftble to express their views on pending measures affecting the interests of 
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women and girls. The Second Conference was noteworthy alao for the origin 
of All India Fond for Women s Education 

3 The Third Conference 

The Third Oonferenpe that of 1929 was held at Patna, with Her High now 
the Dowager Bam of Mandi as President It was on this occasion that the 
scope of the Conference was definitely widoned to include Social Reform and a 
separate Seotion for Social Reform was created to work on lines parallel to 
those of the Section concerned with Educational Reform Committees were 
appointed to carry on work throughout the year in the following directions ' 

( a ) The drafting of a special curriculum for schools based on the ideals 
underlying the Resolution passed by the Conference. 

f b ) The revising and creating of new text books 

( , ) The Investigation of the conditions of the training of teachers in all 
parts of India. Under the Social Reform Seotion also a Sub-Oom 
mlttee was appointed to carry on the campaign to raise the age of 
marriage 

4 The Fourth Conference 

In 1930 the Fourth Conference was held in Bombay under the President 
ship of Mrs. Sarojlm Naidu Prominent among the list of roforms offocted 
through the support of the Conference and its members was the passing of the 
Sards Act Following up that suooees the Sooial Reform Section of the 
Confererce took a very aotive part in the agitation for Reform of the Law* of 
Inheritance as affeoting women. A now field of work that in connection with 
Woman Labour was opened up through the opportunity of giving evidenoe 
before the Labour Commission while by the delegation of distinguished 
members to International Conferences such as the Berlin International 
Congress of Women for Suffrage and Equal Oitiienahlp the work of the 
Conference became known to worpen of other countries and mce^ersa 

It was In 1930 that tho Committee of the Education Fund which had been 
registered tho year boforo aa the All India Womens Education Fund 
Association," decided to make a full inquiry about a suitable education for girls 
An All India Committee waa,appolnted to investigate this matter Tho members 
of the Committee mode inquiries in their own Provinces at first and then met 
togother at Paohmarhi C P in July and made their Report 

5 The Fifth Conference 

Tho Fifth Oonforonco was hold at Lahore in 1031 with Dr (Mr*.) Mutha 
lakshml Reddl as President The institution of tho observance of March 1st as 
Women s Day" and tho holding of mootings in almost all the Branches on that 
day to populariso and explain tho work of tho Oonforonco, was onotboj- 
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noteworthy innovation Vigorous and well-timed propaganda’ was earned on 
with a view to safeguard the Sarda Act from amendments designed to 
nullify its usefulness, work was continued, in the direction of getting the Laws 
of Inheritance amended, and new work was undertaken in Baroda towards 
getting the State to lead the way in putting on the Statute Book a Divorce Aot 
for Hindus. The question of abolition of untouchabihty began to be tackled,, 
too, in some Constituencies, notably m Madras 

6 The Sixth Confei ence 

It was in 1932, when the Conference had Madras as its vanue, and its 
President was Mrs. P K Pay, that it was clearly seen that although the Con- 
stitution of the Conference debarred it from taking part in Party Politics, it 
could not, if it were to perform its function of establishing women in their 
rightful position in the state and in society, avoid concerning itself with politics 
m the widest sense of the term The status of women in the new constitution of 
India, particularly in relation to their fundamental rights, their representation 
in the various bodies, and the conditions of their enfranchisement, was a 
matter of vital importance not only to politicians, but to the whole country : 
and it was overwhelmingly felt that every opportunity must be taken before 
the constitution was actually drawn up in detail, to impress upon those con- 
cerned in framing it, views of nearly half of those who would have to abide by 
it when framed To this end, in April, 1931, a representative meeting was 
held in Bombay, under the Presidentship of Mrs Sarojim Naidu, the outcome 
of which was that the All-India Women’s Conference, the Women’s Indian 
Association, and thb National Council of Women in India, conjointly drew up 
a Memorandum to be placed before the Franchise Sub-Committee of the 
Round Table Conference after the approval of the Branches The essential 
points, which it was decided to press in the Memorandum, were as follows — 

( 1 ) Equal rights and obligations of all citizens without any bar on 
account of sex 

( 2 ) No disability to attach to any citizen by reason of his or her religion, 
caste, creed or sex, in regard to public employment, office of power 
or honour, and in the exercise of any trade or calling 

( 3 ) Adult suffrage 

( 4 ) Women to fight elections on equal terms with men, in mixed genera 
electorates 

( 5 ) No reservation of seats for women as such, nor special nomination 
or co-option 

A deputation of A T W C members also waited on His Excellency the 
Viceroy, in May, and presented a Memorandum demanding that women be 
represented at the Round Table Conference 
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A notable feature of this year was that for the first time a permanent 
contact was made with the British Women a Organisations Rajkumari Amrit 
Knur was appointed as the Liaison Officer for the Conference to keep In touch 
with Mrs Lankeater the Liaison Officer of the British Women s Organisations 
appointed for the eamo purpose The presenoe of distinguished Special 
Visitors like Dr Maude Royden and Mrs Corbett Ashby during the Confer- 
ence Session was a proof of the great interest evinoed by women in the ideals 
and problems of each other 

10 The Tenth Conference 

The Tenth Session the flrat in an Indian State was held in Trivandrum 
in December 1935 under the Presidentship of Her Highness Makar a ni &otu 
Parvati Bayi of Trnvanoore Notable Visitors from IT 8 A. China, Japan, and 
England wore present 

It was first time that the Conference wafl held in an Indian State a State 
whore the percentage of literacy amongst women is higher than in any other 
part of India, where the purdah system is unknown and where women 
ha vo oqual rights and privileges — in other words where women a rights aro 
recognised. 

The Sub-Committee on the Child Marriage Restraint Aot did good work 
luring the year A Bulletin was issued giving the statistics of child marriage 
n our oountry A good deal of propaganda was done during the year through 
the Press to areata opinion in favour of amending tho Sards Aot It is a 
matter of pride to note that Mr B Dafl was given permission to introduce a 
Bill in tho Legislative Assembly to amend the Sards Aot and most of his 
amendment wore baaed on the suggestions made by the Conference 

A 8ub-Oommittee was appointed to report on the ways and means that 
could be adopted for the realisation of a common language for Indio. Another 
Bub-Committee was appointed for the spread of literacy in tho country 

Tho Liaison Group worked increasingly to press tho demand of tho Oon- 
foronce covoring Franchise and did their best to oducate publlo opinion in 
England* The Group also arranged busy programmes for .Conference mom- 
bora during their stay in England This gave them an opportunity of speaking 
about the Conference. Ample publicity was given in English newspapers to 
all they said and did on behalf of the Conference 

Funds wero ralsod for tho Quetta Earihquoko Relief 8pec!al mention 
must be mado boro of tho organised bolp that was given by tho members of 
Constituencies In Central Panjab, Sind, and North-West Frontior Province to 
tho refugooe In arm chi Lahoro Peshawar and othor plsoos 
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All efforts to alter the qualifications for franchise mentioned m the 
Government of India Bill were of no avail; repeated demands, representations 
and statements met with but little success and the Government of India Bill 
passed into an Act A resolution was passed reiterating the disapproval of the 
Conference of the franchise qualifications, but urging on the women to use the 
powers granted to them by the Act, however inadequate they may be 

The Conference was fortunate in having Mrs Sanger, one of the pro- 
minent workers in the United States of America, whose vast experience and 
knowledge on the question of Birth Control was helpful The Conference 
passed by a large majority the resolution supporting the necessity for instruc- 
tion in methods of Birth Control through recognised climcB 

11 j The Eleventh Conference 

The Eleventh Session of the A I W C. was held at Ahmedabad m 
December, 1936, under the Presidentship of Mrs. M E Cousins Overseas 
Visitors from England, Australia, USA and Holland attended the A I W.C 
By this time the A I.W C took its rightful place as a representative and 
a fully established women’s organisation in India The year 1936 should be 
mentioned for the outstanding event of the year, viz , the opening of the State 
Temples of Travancore to all classes of Hindus, when H H Maharam Setu 
Parvati Bayi was our President. A great deal of propaganda work was earned 
out by our Constituencies by holding meetings and enlisting public support 
for the Social Bills introduced in the Legislative Assembly — e g , Dr Deshmukh’s 
Bill to amend the Hindu Law governing Hindu Women’s Rights to Property, 
Mr B Das’s Bill to amend the Sarda Act in ordei to make it more stringent. 
Dr. Bhagwan Das’s Bill seeking recognition of inter-caste marriages, and 
Mr Hafiz Abdullah’s Muslim Personal Law Application Bill — and to urge 
their adoption by the Assembly 

At the request of the International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship, a Memorandum on the Political, Legal, Social, and Educa- 
tional Status of Women m India was submitted to the League of Nations and 
the Government of India 

12. The Twelfth Conference. 

The -Twelfth Session of the All-India Women’s Conference was held at 
Nagpur m December, 1937, under the Presidentship of Rajkuman Amril Kaur 
Mrs Grace Lankester, Liaison officer in England was present 

The most notable feature of the year 1937 was the inclusion of about 60 
women m the Legislatures of the various Provinces, which was possible on 
account of the facilities given to women to contest elections, held under the 

P 
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Madame Amina El Said (Egypt), Dr Mary H ] 
Vora Laughton Mathews ( Director, IH1NS, Engl 
( Australia), Mrs E. Bastoris and 3 othors froraLclw 

Among tho resolutions adopted following moy 
( 1 ) Authorising tho Standing Comraittoo to drt 
netting out tholr rights as oitixons of a freo Indio, as 
Qtnbod) Ing their concrete domand, (2) Extending 
and moral support to tho domnnds of tho Pan-Arab: 
for rescinding tho Balfour Declaration providing a 
in Palestine against tho wishes of tho Arab Pooph 
grtno concern about tho status and conditions of IV. 
tho appolntmont of a non-official commission of onq 
report on tho policy functions living and service cot 
of tho organisation 

Slnco tho So\ ontoonth Sossion hold In April 104 
10,000 to 25 000 in 180 Constituent Bronchos, divided «i 
During tho period tho Standing Committee mot 3 timet 
Surat Tho quarterly BuUotin Roshm % * was pub}ish< 

Tho main foafuros of the work undertaken during £ 

( 1 ) Submission of a Memorandum to and the tend' 
tho Hindu Law Oommltteo by 3 mombers apj 
Committee. 

( 2 ) Establishment of a Central Offloo in Bombay w 
among other things, published seven tracts on 1 

( 3 ) Initiation of an All India Milk Campaign. 

( 4 ) Agitation for re-imposing the ban on employ! 
ground in mines A censor# motion on Govern! 
was successfully carried In the Indian Legiola 
initiative of Mrs- Renuka Ray AIWO Repr< 

( 5 ) Collection of money for the Kastarba National ! 
326, 200 and 238 famine orphans were takinf 
permanent Homes in Bengal Onssa, and Malab 
the A- L Save the Children Oommltteo. 

Tho number of students in the Lady Irwin College i 
College received a grant of Ra. 10 000 from the Goven 
the period. 
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Government of India Act 1935 One of those, namely the Hon tie Mrs, Vijay* 
T^b-ahm^ Pandit was elected tote a Cabinet Minister which shows gigantic 
strides made by the women s movements in the country A few of our women 
have been elected as Deputy Speaker* of various Legislatures and some have 
been appointed Parliamentary Secretaries 

The Standing Committee prepared a programme of legislation for im- 
proving the social status of women and the same was forwarded to the Prime 
Ministers of the new Provincial Governments and to the new women members 
of the Legislatures, Meetings were held regarding the legal disabilities of 
women and resolutions expressing publio opinion in the matter were forwarded 
to proper quarters. 

Mrs'S C Muker^eo an Ex-Ohairwoman of the Standing Committee was 
appointed by the Government of India as Indian delegate to the Conference 
of the Central Authorities of the League of Nations in Eastern Countries 
for oombating traffic in women and children, held at Bandoeng Java, m 
February 1937 

Mr Kkstr&nd, Director of Opium Traffic and Social Questions Section of 
the League of Nations visited India on Iiib way beck form Java and gave 
lectures under the auspices of the A I W C stressing the work to be done for 
children suffering from physical and mental congenital defects 

There was increasing contact with other ecu nines in the world and an 
invitation was reoerved from British Guiana to attend the Centenary 
Celebration of the Indian Emigration 

13 The Thirteenth Conference 

v The Thirteenth Session of the All India Women s Conference was held in 
Delhi in December 1938, under the Presidentship of Rani Lakahmibai Raj wade 
The Conference had distinguished visitors. Miss Mary A. Dingman, President 
of the Peace and Disarmament Committee of the International Womens 
Organisations Mila F Hnge of the International Labour Office, Geneva 
Mrs All from Japan, Mrs Harlow from the United States of America 
Miss G F Greig of Australia, and Miss Agatha Harrison. 

The newest venture was the publication of an A LW C journal during 
the year 1938 

14 The Fourteenth Conference 

The 4 Fourteenth Sosslon of the Conference was hold In Allahabad, in 
January 1940 undor the Presidentship of Begam Hamid AIL Owing to the Inter- 
national situation a\eneas membors wero not able tocomo The A.I.W 0 
continued its work in splto of tho horror of totalitarian wars and tho insecurity 



HISTORY OF THE AJW.O 


123 

of small states were too near The procedure followed in the previous Conference 
hold at Delhi was continued at Allahabad. The group discussions naturally 
reduced the time available.for plenary sessions, but it was felt that- free and 
frank discussions and exchange of experiences were more valuable and educative 
than platform oratory. 

The creation of a new liaison officer for South Afnca was another feature 
of this Session 

For the fiist time the General Secietary of the year was made responsible 
for the Bulletin of the Conference and with the help of the President and 
Patrons and othei members of the Conference four issues of the Bulletin weie 
published with two supplements, one on Education and the other on Health 

An Organising Societary for the United Piovmces was appointed during 
the year 

15 The Fifteenth Conference 

The Fifteenth Session of the Conference was held at Bangaloie in December, 
1940, under the Presidentship of Shrimati Ramesh wan Nehru The decision 
to send a goodwill mission to China on behalf of the A I W C was postponed 
due to unavoidable reasons A welcome feature of this Session was that some of 
our sisters from Ceylon were present and it is sinceiely hoped that this 
precedent will be followed by our sisters from other neighbouring countnes 
to foster better understanding amongst the Asiatic Nations 

The Blanches of the Association carried on then various activities during 
the year As a result of the agitation earned on by the Conference the 
Government of India was persuaded to appoint a Committee to examine the 
injustice done to women under the Hindu Law The Conference raised its 
emphatic protest against the limitations imposed by the terms of reference to 
the Commitee so appointed. 

The Lady Irwin College continued to prqgress satisfactorily The number 
of admissions was increased during the year and the increasing number of 
applications for admission to the College demonstrate its great utility and 
popularity 

Mrs Lakshami N Menon continued to render valuable service to the Con- 
ference as Editor of the Rosham, which became a valuable instrument for 
carrying on the propaganda of the Conference and for expressing the feelings 
of the womanhood of India 

16 The Sixteenth Conference 

The Sixteenth Conference met at Coconada in December, 1941, under the 
Presidentship of Shrimati Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit The Conference adopted two 
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concrete rropoEaj the village Reconstruction Project and the Scheme of 
starting a Training Camp for Provincial Organisers and other women workers 
Both these resolutions were implemented with Considerable suocess 

All the Branches worked for the spread of literacy among adults The 
notable success of the Bombay Branch in conducting thirty classes earned well 
merited recognition from the Bombay Government which sanctioned a grant 
for Bix months of Rs 500 a month, the maximum it pays to any society 

The questionnaire of the Hindu Law Committee engaged the serious atten* 
tion of all the Branches The detailed replies of the Branches were consoli- 
dated and sent to the Rail Committee 

At the beginning of the Session, Shrimati Kamaladevi formally presented 
to the All India Women a Conference a beautiful Chinese scroll worked In silk 
—the picture of an Eaglo perched on a pine tree before the rising sun. It is 
the gift of Madame Ohiang Kai Shek and when Shrimrti KamaJadevi was in 
Chungking she received it on behalf of the women of India. It will always be- 
treasurod as a symbol of the good fellowship between China and India. 

17 The Seventeenth Conference. 

The Seventeenth Conference met in Bombay in April, 1944 under the 
Presidentship of Shrimati Kamaldevi 205 delegates attended 

The amended Constitution came into force whereby ali Constituent 
Branches had now an equal status During a period of eight months while 
the President, Shrimati Vijaya Lakahami Pandit and Honorary General 
Secretary Mrs Urania Mehta, were in detention. Lady Rama Rau ancT 
Mtb Kulsum Sayani acted as Chairwoman and General Secretary respectively 

The main featnrea of the work undertaken during the period under review 
were' — 

1 Scheme for Training of Women for Social Semco. 49 women received 
training In the Abram a Camp for 3 months 

2. Agitation in support of the Hindu Law Comniittee 

3 Relief work in connection with floods and famine in different parts of 
the country 

Mrs. Renuka Ray was nominated to the Central Legislative Assemiy as 
a Representative of the All India Womens Conference during the pendenoy 
of the Intestate Succession and Marriage Bills. Propaganda on both these bills 
was carried on intensely by oil the Branches of the A. I W 0 

Funds were collected by all the Branches for relief in Midnapur after the 
devastating cyclone of October 1942, Delhi Branch* contributed a sum of 
Bs. 13 000 for that purpose 
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Lady Rauia Rau helped to collect large sums of money , for Bijapur 
famine relief operations. The Khar-Santa Cruz Constituent Branch (Bombay) 
helped actively by sending 3,500 garments and organising an embroidery and 
needle-work centre for the women of that district In the light of experi- 
ence of conditions m Bijapur, a revision of the Famine Code of Bombay was 
specially demanded by the Standing Committee at Khar, in May, 1943 

July, 1943, saw the culmination of the food crisis inBengal whichresulted 
in the terrible famine The President, Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit and the 
Hon General Secretary, Mrs. Kulsum Sayani toured the affected areas on two 
occasions. The Calcutta Branch issued an appeal to all the Branches for help 
and received Rs 60,000. Besides this, some of the Branches sent donations- 
to other relief organisations which were already functioning m Bengal The 
Calcutta Branch and the Branches in the districts were responsible for starting 
milk centres for infants and nursing mothers, gruel kitchens and medical relief. 

The attention of the President was drawn to the helpless condition of 
thousands of destitute children in the famine areas and a scheme for starting 
children’s homes was immediately undertaken A central fund called the 
" Save the Children Fund ” was started This name was subsequently 
changed to “All-India Save the Children Committee, ” as an organisation 
called “Save the Children Fund ” was already in existence in Geneva with 
Branches in London and Hew York The first meeting of this Committee 
was held in Febiuary, 1944, in Calcutta, where Shrimati Vijaya Lakshmi 
Pandit, Mrs Uimilo, Mehta, and Shri Halim Ranjan Sarkar were elected 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer, respectively 

In response to the President’s appeal large sums of money were received 
both in India and from China, Ameiica, and Britain 

The Conference quarterly, JRoshm, which was ably edited by Mrs Lakshmi 
H Menon, was taken over by Mrs Inira Maydeo in March, 1943 In spite of 
difficulties m obtaining papei , etc , the Roshiu appeared regularly 

The Lady Irwin College made steady progress under the able guidance of 
Mrs Hannah Sen and the number of students increased. 

r 

Since the removal by Government of the ban on women working under- 
aground in mines, the Conference protested vigorously against the relaxation. 

18 The Eighteenth Cohfeience 

The Eighteenth Session was held in Hyderabad ( Sind ) in December, 1945, 
under the Presidentship of Shrimati Hansa Mehta 177 delegates attended the 
Session The World War II had ended during the year 1945 and seveia 
prominent overseas visitors attended the Session for the first time in seveia 
years, viz, Miss Agatha Harrison ( England ), Dr Hanna Rydh (Sweden) 
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Madame ^rnlna El Said ( Egypt X Dr Mary H. Rutnum ( Oeylon ) Dame 
Vera Laughton-Mathews (Director, W.R.N 8 England X Mra. Joaaio Street 
( Australia ) Mrs E Baa tori a and 3 others from Lebanon. 

Among the resolutions adopted following may be apedlly mentioned 
(1) Authorising the Standing Committee to draft a Women's Charter 
setting out their rights as citixans of a free India, as well as a Memorandum 
embodying their concrete demand (2) Extending wholehearted sympathy 
' and moral support to the demands of the Pan- Arabic Women's Association 
for rescinding the Balfour Declaration, providing a national home for Jews 
in Palestine against the wishes of the Arab People, and (3) Expressing 
grave conoorn about the status and conditions of W.A.O (LJ’a and demanding 
the appointment of a non-official commission of enquiry to investigate and 
report on the polioy functions, living and service conditions and the fa turn 
of tbo organisation. 

Slnoe the Seventeenth Session, held in April 1944 membership rose from 
10 000 to 25 000 in 180 Constituent Branches divided among 41 Branch Areas. 
During the period the Standing Committee met 3 times — In Bombay Delhi and 
Surat The quarterly Bulletin Rodina ’’ was published regularly 

The main features of the work undertaken during the period were — 

( 1 ) Submission of a Memorandum to and the tendering of evidence before 
tile Hindu Law Committee by 3 members appointed by the Standing 
Committee. 

( 2 ) Establishment of a Central Office in Bombay with a paid staff which 
among other things, published seven tracts on topical subjects. 

( 3 ) Initiation of an All India Milk Campaign. 

( 4 ) Agitation for re-tmporing the bon on employment of women under 
ground in mines. A oenaure motion on Government for lifting this ban 
was successfully carried in the Indian Legislative Assembly at the 
initiative of Mrs. Renuka Ray A.I W O Representative there 

(5) Collection of money for the Kastorba National Memorial Bund 

326 200 and 238 famine orphans were taking-- advantage of the £0 
permanent Homes in Bengal Orissa, and Malabar respectively run by 
the A. I Save the Children Committee. 

The number of students in the Lady Irwin College increased to 200 Ths 
College rocoivod a grant of Rs. 10 00 0 from the Government of India during 
the period. 
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Full support was given to tile agitation against misbehaviour of seivants 
of the State on women, in the Kolhapur State and in the villages of Ashti and 
Chimur m C P., as also to one against the death sentences passed on Ashti 
and Chimur prisoners. 

The Planning Adviser to the Govenrment of India was given substantial 
co-operation by the Branches m his effort to get the data of the diet of nuismg 
and piegnant motheis of India 

Community Kitchens and Milk Centres as well as Industrial Centres weie 
opened by an increased number of Branches, especially in famine-stricken 
Bengal 

Fan**pnce grain shops, co-operative stores, etc., were added tn the 
manifold activities of the Branches 

Extensive tours weie undertaken both by the President, Shumati Kamala- 
devi and the Hon General Secretary, Mrs Kulsum Sayam, and personal 
contacts greatly^timulated work m Branches, inspite of many-sided difficul- 
ties with regard to food and other essential commodities created by the War, 
the tragedies of the Bengal famine, and the imprisonment of piominent peison- 
ahties of the Executive of the A I W.C 



Speech By 

HER HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS OF BERAR 

At A Public Meeting 
Held on 39th December 1946 at Akola 

Litdy Rama Rau Ladies and Gentlemen 

I am grateful for the kind invitation of the Reception Committee 
to preside over this Public Meeting of the Berar Session of the All India 
Womens Conference. Doeply appreciative of it* aim* objects and ideals 
I have boon for long closely associated with the work of^ the Hydorabad 
Branch. Hyderabad has always taken an active interest In the All-Irelia 
Women* movement and has given to the central organisation, two Vice- 
Presidents, two Founder Members Presidents and Patrons of whom one » 
Mrs Sarojlm Naidu 

The All India Women a Conferenoe is notable for the variety of its 
activities which stretoh across the wide range of nation building services liko 
Health and Education obampion the women's cause in the spheres of economic, 
social and political legislation and crystaliie abstract Ideals in actual service 
particularly of the poor the hungry and the down-trodden. The Lady Irwin 
Domeetio Science College the Training Centres for social welfare workers; 
the spread of literaoy among the masses and mobile vans run for their benefit* 
the rescue homes for huqjlreds of young victims of the Bengal famine and 
the relief work among all communities after tha recent tragedies in East Bengal 
and Bihar are but faotioual instances of the conorete achievement* of the 
A.LW 0 It has served as the training-ground for many who are to-day 
prominent in public life. It has received eminent representatives of foreign 
countries and sent its own Delegates to International meetings of women in 
different parts of the globe. We have cause to be proud of the several Lx 
Presidents of the Conferenoe who have distinguished themselves in the service 
of India both, at home and abroad This year alone has witnessed, in the 
great assemblies of the United Nations Organisation the outstanding success 
of Mrs. Hansa Mehta who presented at San Franeisoo The Indian Women s 
Charter of Rights’* which aroused the admiration of the women of the other 
nations; Raj Kumari Amrit Kanr who wont as a Delegate to tha first Session of 
the United Nations Educational Social and Cultural Organisation and returned 



SPEECH BY H H PRINCESS OF BERAR 


129 


as one of its elected Vice-Presidents, Mrs Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, who 
is the only woman to have led a Delegation to the Central Assembly of UNO 
and who has won the universal acclamation for her victory in the South African 
issue of racial discrimination 

I understand that, quite soon, Mrs Hamid All is to proceed to America 
as the chosen representative of the Indian women I hope that the new year 
will bring opportunities to many more of our women, including myself, to form 
similar contacts abroad for the greater gloiy of our country in the international 
realm 

I am glad that, for the first words that I utter in public upoq the soil of 
Berar, this opportunity should have been given me to say them now. Now, 
when India rises free to assume her great responsibilities and to act and to 
decide for herself, now, when she proudly prepares to take her rightful place 
among the free peoples and the great' nations of the world Today which 
is but a fleeting moment in the annals of the Earth, is yet an epoch of unpar- 
alleled importance and significance in the history of India 

Yet, at the same time, I am sad, because on to the golden threshold upon 
which she stands is oast a dark shadow and into her cup of joy is poured the 
corroding venom of cemmunal strife, I feel it in my heart that it is not thus 
she should have appioached this day, unsure of herself and with inner tormoil 
and torment tearing at her heart It is with the calm strength and dignity 
born of'peace and concord among her many-raced children and of understand- 
ing of one another’s problems and purpose, with courage and conviction and 
tolerance that she should have moved to greet the dawn Then none would 
have questioned or criticised her ability to attain or maintain that power Of 
the many years that have gone to shape this day and of the first of sacrifice, 
shall nothing remain for the years to come, save the scorching, bitter, and 
burning embers of hate and the dead, dull ashes of distrust I 

The unique feature of the All-India Women’s Conference lies in its 
transcendence of all differences of rank, and race, of community, caste and * 
creed Subject to no political party or propaganda, it includes among its 
many members persons of various faiths and following I dare hope and I 
dare express my hope that, at least through the efforts of this large and 
representative association, the women of India will be made to recognize and 
realise the urgent need for communal harmony Without this, there can be 
neither progress nor security anywhere in the land, nor in our homes, whethei 
they be mere mud huts or palatial houses with iron gates and guards 1 If those 
very women and mothers who have, knowingly or unknowingly helped to kill 
other women’s children could but clearly see the importance of their real mis- 
sion and the disaster that lies ahead, like a huge, sweeping tidal-wave, in case 
they should fail in their task 1 If only they could understand and instil that 
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understanding in their sons, that a big country like India, which in itself is 
almost a continent. La naturally the home of diverse cultures races, and religions 
But I do believe that those very same racial and cultural differences will con 
tribute in synthesis to enrich the Indian Picture with their many elements, 
like the vividly opposing colours of a Titian or Tintoretto, immeasurably more 
than could the black-and-white drabness of monotonous uniformity of thought 
and outlook. But, in the creating of that great picture we must possess the art 
and understanding of the old masters to compose with the opposing, to harmo- 
nise and mingle without mixing or destroying 

Our task is one of gentle welding and of .firm self-discipline for 
no work can bo groat or enduring which springs from an irresponsible and 
unheeding impulsiveness So, let us blend our colours with wisdom and toJer 
once and compassion ore we sketch upon the national canvas. Let this be 
for us tho women of India oar vision our desire and our determination 1 




